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province of the Massachusetts Bay, and annexed the same thereto,

and also all islands and islets lying within ten leagues db'ectly opi^osite

to the main land, within the said bounds ;

—

And whereas Their said Majesties have also been graciously pleased,

in and by their said letters patents, to grant and ordain that all

and every such lands, tenements and hereditaments and other estates,

which any person or persons, or bodies politick and corj^orate, towns,
villages, colledges or schools, do hold and enjoy or ought to have, hold
and enjoy within the bounds of the said charter, by or under any grant
or estate duely made or granted by any general court fonnerly held, or

by virtue of the letters patents herein before recited, or by any other

lawful right or title whatsoever, shall be, by such person or persons,

bodies politick and corporate, towns, villages, colledges or schools, their

respective heirs, successors and assigns, forever hereafter held and
enjoyed according to the purport and intent of such respective grant,

under and subject, nevertheless, to the rents and services thereby
reserved or made payable, &c., as in and by the before recited charter

or letters patents, reference thereto being had, doth and will more fully

and at large appear ;

—

Hut forasmuch as the said island of Capawock, alias Martha's Vine-
yard, and the island of Nantuket were, for some time, under the rule

and government of the province of New York, and the properties and
titles of the lands upon the said islands, respectively, being derived and
founded upon several grants and patents made and granted by the suc-

cessive governours of the said province of New York, and so legal there

according to the constitution, usage and custom of the government of

said New York ; and the inhabitants and proi^rietors of lands within
the said island of Capawock, alias Martha's Vineyard, and the island of

Nantuket, for their better quiet and satisfaction desiring this court's

confirmation of the same,

—

It is therefore declared and enacted by the Governour, Council and
Hepresentatives convened in Genercd Asseinhly^ and hy the authority

of the same,
That all lands, tenements, hereditaments and other estates, held and

enjoyed by any person or persons, towns or villages within the said

islands of Capawock, alias Martha's Vineyard and Nantuket, and each
of them resjiectively, by or under any grant or estate duely made or

granted by any former government, or by the successive governours of

New Yoi-k, or any other lawful right or title whatsoever, shall be, by
such pei'Son or persons, towns or villages, their resj^ective heirs, suc-

cessors and assigns, foi'ever hereafter held and enjoyed according to the

true pui'port and intent of such respective grant, under and subject,

nevertheless, to the rents and services thereby reserved or made pay-
able ; and are hereby ratified and confirmed as fully and amply, to all

intents, constructions and puri^oses, as the lands in any other parts or

places within this province, by virtue of their majesties' royal charter.

\_JPassed June 13
;
published June 17.

CHAPTER 5

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER COLLECTING THE IMPOST AND EXCISE, AND
PREVENTING FRAUDS.

-Se it enacted by the Governour, Council and Hepresentatives coti-

Officersempow-
veiled ifi General Assembly, and by the authority of the same,

ered to enter [Sect. 1.] Tliat sucli otficcr Or ofiicers as are or shall be impowred

eeil^^'*'^*^'^

^*^^ and appointed by the commissioners for impost and excise, shall have



[1st Sess.] Province Laws.—1693. 119

power and hereby are authorized to enter on board any ship or vessel,

there to make search, or to attend the unloading of any such shi23 or

vessel, the better to prevent fraud, and to secure the true payment of

the duties, as by act or acts for or relating to the impost and excise is

imposed. And all masters of ships or other vessels coming into any of Masters of

the harbours or ports within this province, before they break bulk fihall at"?he "import
make a report to the commissioners for impost and excise, or such as office before

are by them appointed to receive the same, the contents of the[ir]
'^'^' ^°^ " '

loading, without any charge or fee to be demanded or paid for the

same. And if they have on board any goods liable by law to pay
impost, they shall then also give an account, under their liands, to the

best of their knowledge, of the quantities, species, and to whom the

goods are consigned, with the marks thereof; after which they may
unload, and not before, on pain of fifty pounds, to be forfeited and paid

by each master who shall neglect his duty in this behalf

J]e it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That no goods that by law ought to pay impost, unladen Goods to be

out of any shij) or vessel, shall be landed on any wharfe or into any
day^Ume'oniy^^

warehouse or other place but in the daytime only, and that after sun-

rise and before sunset, unless in the presence of, and with the consent
of the officer aj^i^ointed to insj^ect such affairs, on the forfeiture of such
goods.

And it is further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That every master or head of a family shall be account- Masters offam-

able for the transgression of the law relating to retailing without licence, countable
^

for

whether it be by his wife, children, servants or any other imployed by breach of the

him. And all persons, retailers of wines, liquors, beer, ale or cyder,

shall make entry and pay, as per law, the excise for the same before

they receive it into their houses, cellers, shops, warehouses, or other
rooms or places, on the penalty of forfeiture of the same (unless they
have agreed by the year with the commissioners), any law or usage to

the contrary notwithstandmg ; and whatsoever wines, liquors, cyder,

beer or ale, that is bought by or for any retailer[s], and shall not be
entred, but is concealed, the commissioners for the impost and excise, or
any impoA\Ted by them, may, on their majesties' behalf, sue and recover
of such retailer every such surum or smnms as should have been paid
for such wines or liquors so bought and concealed, by information,

plaint or action of debt, in any of their majesties' courts of record
within this 2:)rovince.

And it is further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That all retailers that refuse to open the doors of their justice ofpeace

houses, cellars, vaults, rooms or other places suspected, by the commis- ranffor*brTak-
sioners or persons by them impowred to inspect the excise, to have Idg open doors,

wines, liquors, beer or cyder concealed, with intent to defraud their

majesties of the duties required and laid by the act for impost and ex-

cise, upon complaint made to a justice of the peace, it shall and may
be lawful for, and such justice is hereby required to issiie out a warrant
to such officer complaining, thereby to enable him, with the assistance

of a constable, in the daytime, to break open the doors of such houses,

cellars, vaults, rooms or other places where they are denied entrance

;

and finding any wines, liquors, beer or cyder concealed that ought, but
yet hath not been entred, and the duty of excise paid, as the act pro-

vides, they are to seize and secure the same, in order to tryal and con-
demnation; and all constables and others are to be aiding and assisting

to them therein. And if any wines, liquors, beer or cyder, be seized Incase of seiz-

for iuiy offence committed against the act for excise, in any of the par- "rdutk^s being
ticulars thereof, the proof whether the duties be paid or secured to be paid to lie on

paid shall lye upon the clauuer, and shall not be incumbent on the
prosecutor or informer in behalf of their majesties and himself: pro-
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vided such seizure be made, or action brought, within ten clayes after

the ground for such forfeiture or action did arise.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

Forfeitures, £Sect. 5.] That all penalties and forfeitures, arising for the breach

Dosed**^
^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^*' ^^ ^^y clause or article tlierem, shall enure and accrue one

half thereof to their majesties, towards the supi^ort of the government
of the province, the other half to him or them that shall infonn and
sue for the same : 2^'>'0vided, nevertheless, that this act shall continue in

force until the twenty-ninth day of June, one thousand six hundred
ninety-four, and no longer ; any thing herein contained to the contrary

thereof in any wise notwithstanding. [^jPassed June 14; published
June 17.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT ENCOURAGING THE KILLING OF WOLVES.

J3e it enacted by the Govemoiir, Council and Representatives con-

vened in General Assembly, and by the authority of the same,

Wolves to be [Sect. 1.] That whosocver hath, shace the fourteenth day of May,
^id for out of q^q thousand six hundred ninety-two, or shall hereafter kill any gi'own

' wolfe within this province, and bring the head thereof unto the con-

stable of the town in which such Avolfe shall be killed, or to the con-

stable of the town next adjacent unto the place of killing such wolfe,

without the bounds of any township, shall have a receipt of the con-

stable for the same, and the constable shall cut off both the ears from
such head ; and the party producing the constable's receipt unto the
selectmen of said tOAVn, or some one of them, shall be allowed and paid
out of the town's stock the sum of twenty shillings for every head, as

aforesaid, of a grown wolfe by him killed, and the sum of five shilHngs

for every wolve's whelp.

And the better to furnish the selectmen with a stock sufficient to

answer such payments,

—

Tt is further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

Selectmen to
[Sect. 2.] That the selectmen of each town, respectively, shall be,

.assess their and hereby are, sufficiently authorized and impowred to assess the in-

thisoccasionfto habitants of their town, yearly, in due j^roportion, as near as they can,
be re-imbursed gvich sum and sums as they shall judge necessary to serve that occasion,

Uc treasury.^"
' together with other charges of the town, and to cause the same to be
collected in manner as is by law directed for the gathering of town
rates ; and all such sum and sums of money so paid out of any town
stock for the killing of wolves, the same being made to appear, shall

be allowed unto such town, by the general treasurer of the province,

out of the publick revenue. [Passed Ju7ie 15 ;
published June 17.


