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Be it therefore enacted hy the Governour, Council and Representa-

tives convened in Great and General Court, and it is hereby enacted

by the authority of the same,
Times for hold- That from henceforth the said fair shall be kept and held in Bristol
ing Bristol fair.

aforegai(;"[^ Avithin this i^rovince, upon the third Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday in May, and on the third Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
in October, annually, forever, and at no other time, any law, custom or

usage to the contrary notwithstanding. [Passed December 7 ; pub-
lished December 9.

CHAPTER 10.

AN ACT FOR THE REGULATION OF SEAMEN.

Whereas great loss and damage is frequently occasioned to trade

and navigation by seamen deserting their imploy or voyage they are

entred upon, or being taken off from the same by arrest and restraint

for debt, or pretence thereof; for remedy whereof,

—

It is declared and enacted by the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same.
No mariner or [Sect. 1.] That if any innkeeper, victualler, seller of wine or strong

arr™tedfor'any liq^ors, shopkeeper, or any other person whatsover, shall trust or give
debt made credit to any mariner or seaman belonging to any shij^ or other vessel,

longs to a ship, without the knowledge and allowance of the master or commander
*="• thereof, no process or attachment, for any debt so contracted without

knowledge and allowance as aforesaid, shall be granted against or

served iipon such mariner or seaman, until he shall have jierformed the

voyage he is then entred upon, and be discharged of the same. And
every process granted contrary hereunto, and serving thereof, shall be
deemed and adjudged utterly void in law. And any justice of the

peace, within the same county, before whom it shall be made appear

that any maiiner or seaman belonging to any ship or vessel is committed
or restrained, upon process granted for any debt or pretention of debt

made whilst such mariner or seaman was engaged and actually entred

and in pay on any voyage, shall forthwith order his release.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.
Penalty on [Sect. 2.] That if the master or commander of any ship or other

ping seamen' vessel shall ship any seaman, knowing him to be first entertained and
first enter- ship't On board another ship or vessel, or, after notice thereof given him,

board an" ther shall not forthwith dismiss him, every such master or commander so
ship, &c. offending, being thereof convicted, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five

pounds, one moiety thereof to the use of the jioor of the town where
the offence was committed, and the other moiety to him or them that

shall inform and sue for the same by action, bill, plaint or infonnation

Seamen's in any court of record; and such seaman so shiping himself shall
penalty. forfeit and pay the value of one month's wages that he shall so agree

for, to be recovered, imployed and disposed of in manner as aforesaid.

Ajid further it is enacted,

Seamen desert- [Sect. 3.] That if any mariner or seaman, having ship't himself on

to1)e\^mprTs-^'^^ board any ship or other vessel to proceed in any voyage, and under pay
oned. (the same being made apjiear by his hand set to the master's book or

other writing of such agreement), shall neglect his attendance and duty
on board, and absent himself from his said service, uiDon complaint

thereofmade to any justice of the peace within the same county, such jus-

tice is hereby impowi'cd to convent such mariner or seaman before liim,
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and, upon conviction of his so absenting himself as aforesaid, to commit
him to prison, that so he may be secured and forthcoming to proceed
on the voyage he has so agreed to, and to be delivered by order of the
justice that committed him, or some other justice in the same county.
[^Passed JVbvembei' 30; published JDecember 9.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ADDITION TO THE ACT FOR ESTABLISHING OF JUDICATORIES AND 1692-3, chap. 33.

COURTS OF JUSTICE WITHIN THIS PROVINCE.

Whereas, by [the] said act, amongst other things therein contained, it DisaUowed by

is enacted, that it shall be in the liberty of the party cast in any of the cii^oel^io""'^'
inferiour courts to appeal, from the verdict and judgment given therein, leo'e.

unto the next superiour court within or for the same county, the case ic94°5° dmpter
there to be tryed to a final issue, or, by a new process, once and no ^^iPost.

more to review the said case in the same court where it was first tryed,
and, within the sjjace often days after judgment given upon such tryal
by review, the party aggrieved may bring lais writ of error for a tryal
of the said case at the next superiour court to be held within or for the
same county, to receive a final issue and detemiination ; which said
clause referring to reviews and writs of error, doth only extend to the
courts established by said act, and no provision is thereby made for

any tryals heretofore had in the county courts in the late distinct

colonics now united within this province, which are now dissolved

;

and tchereas, for want of due provision and remedy therein, great
damage and injury may occur to some of their majesties' good subjects

within this province, for i-edress whereof, and that no defect or want of
justice may in any manner happen or be,

—

J5eit enacted br/ the (rovernoiir, Council and Hejiresentatives convened
in General Assembly, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That when any tryal, judgment, sentence or decree has Review of cases

been had, given or made in any of the county courts within the late county^courts
colonies of the Massachusetts or Plimouth, or province of Main, of within tiie late

what nature, kind or quality soever, the same have been there tryed,
^°''^'^'^^-

had, given or made, since the year of our Lord one thousand six hun-
dred eighty and six, and no review or appeal thereupon heretofore had
and prosecuted, it shall and may be in the liberty of either party
(plantiff or defendant), agrieved, within the space of twelve months
next after the date of this present act, and not afterwards, to bring his

or their action of review to the inferiour court of common pleas to be
held for the same county Avhere the action was first tryed ; and, after Appeal,

judgment or sentence given upon such tryal by review, the party
agrieved may appeal therefrom unto the next superiour court to be held
within or for the same county, and the case there to receive a final

issue and determination, any law, usage or custom to the contrary not-
withstanding ; regard being had, in the tryal of the merit of any such
case, to the laws then in force within the said colonies respectively.

And forasmuch as the dayes and times appointed by the afore-recited

act for [the'] holding of the court of quarter sessions of the ])eace, and
inferiour court of pleas, within the county of SuiFolk, do fall inconve-
niently to be attended, in respect of other publick occasions and concern-
ments of the government,

—

JBe it therefore further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That, from and after the end of the month of March Court of quar-

next, the same be altered, and that the said court of quarter sessions, inferior^'com-t^


