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CHAPTER 10.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE ANNOYING OR STOPPING UP OF HARBOURS AND
THE UNJUST TAKING OFF BALLAST FROM THE SHOAR[E].

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour^ Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That no master or commander of any ship or other Penaltyfor

vessel, coming from sea into any road, port or harbour within this fnto't^e har^^*

province, shall presume to unload or throw overboard any ballast or ^°'"' *'*'•

rubbish into such road, port or harbour, under the penalty of twenty
pounds ; and in the ballasting or unballasting any ship or other vessel,

there shall be a canvas or tarpolin, which shall reach from the ballast-

port or gunnel, to the lighter or boat, to prevent any part of the ballast

or rubbish filling into such port, road or harbour as aforesaid.

[Sect. 2.] Nor shall any such commander or master, as aforesaid, ?*"*'*y^''"'**''-

take olF any sort of ballast from any island, beach or any land, being the without leaye.

propriety of any town or of any particular person or persons within this

province, without leave first had and obtained from the selectmen of
such town, or the major part of them, or from such person or persons as

they shall entrust therewithal, or other the proprietor, under the penalty
of forty shillings, to be recovered before a justice of the peace: pro- Proviso.

vided, that this act shall not extend to the hindering any commander or
master of any ship or other vessel, after they are under sail, outward
bound, who find a necessity of taking in more ballast, to take the same
from oil' any island, beach or other land, as abovementioned, making
satisfaction therefor[e].

[Sect. 3.] The penalties arising by this act, to be one-half thereof
ho?to"bldis-

for the use of the poor of the town where the offence is committed, the posed,

other half to the use and benefit of the informer. The penalty of
twenty pounds aforesaid, to be recovered by bill, plaint or information,

in any of her majesty's courts of record within the respective counties

where the offence shall be committed. \^jPassed November 6; pub-
lished November 14.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER SECURING OF THE BILLS OF CREDIT ON THIS
PROVINCE FROM FORGERY AND CORRUPTION, AND FOR DRAWING IN"

THE TEN-SHILLING, AND THREE-AND-SIX-PENNY BILLS.

He it enacted by His Excellency the Governoicr, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That any one who shall detect and convict any other Fifty pounds

person or persons, that shall have made a plate or press, wherewith to of'aD*y person

work off, forge or counterfeit, any of the bills of credit on this province, making a press,

or that shall have signed any bill made on such counterfeit plate, shall

be entitled to a reward of fifty pounds, to be paid out of the publick
treasury, by warrant from the governour, by and with the advice and
consent of the council, for every ])erson they shall detect and convict

to be guilty as aforesaid ; and shall be pardoned and indempnified, if

they have been concerned in the forgery.

[Sect. 2.] That any person or persons that first discovers any false Five pounds for

bill made on a new counterfeit plate, shall be entitled to a reward of ^^'^''^'^ °^
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fiP^ ™f t^
°^ " ^^'^ pounds, to be paid out of the publick treasury, in manner as afore-

^^ ^ ^ ^'
said.

And, forasmuch as discovery is lately made of the uttering of coun-
terfeit ten-shilling bills, and three-shillings-and-six-penny bills, made off

a false plate or plates,

—

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
[Sect. 3.] That, from and after the publication of this act, all bills

of ten shillings, and three shillings and sixpence, be and hereby are
prohibited and forbidden to pass, or have any further currency ; but are
ordered to be brought into the treasury to be exchanged.

[Sect. 4.] And the treasurer for the time being is hereby directed
and empowred to exchange all the ten-shillings bills, and three-shilling-

and-six-penny bills, made off the true plates ordered by this court, for

the like sums in bills of other denomination and value in the treasury.

[JPassed Nomtnher 5 ;
pxiblished Novemher 14.

Ten-shilling
and three-shil-
ling-and-six-
peuny bills

called ia.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE EXPORTATION" OF CORN AND GRAIN, ETC
THE DISTILLING OF MOLOSSES.

AND

Whereas, by reason of the present scarcity of corn and gi-ain, and
the excessive rates and piices demanded for the same, the inhabitants

of this province, esjDccially the poor, are greatly streightned, and labour
of great difficulties to procure and obtain bread and other provisions for

the necessary support of themselves and fomilys,

—

-Z?e it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council
and Hepresentatives in General Court assembled., and by the authority

of the same,
[Sect. 1.} That, from and after the publication of this act, no wheat,

flower, bisquit, rye, barley, pease or Indian corn, shall be laden or put
into any ship or vessell, with intent to be transported and carried out of
this province, other and further than what shall be necessary for the
victualling of her majesty's ships of war, merchant ships, and vessells

(not to be carried to a market abroad), on pain of loseing and forfeiting

all such wheat, flower, bisquet, rye, barley, pease or Indian corn, laden

or put on board any ship or other vessells contrary to the true intent

and meaning of this act, or the value thereof; one moiety of the said

forfeiture to be to and for the use of the poor of the town from whence
the same shall be shipped, and the other moiety to him or them that

shall inforaie and sue for the same ; to be recovered in any of her majes-

ty's courts of record within this ja-ovince ; and that no ship or vessell

now in port, having any of the species of provisions before enumerated
now on board, to be exported for a market abroad, be cleared out until

the same be laid on shoar again : so, nevertheless, that this act shall not
be construed or understood to extend to the restraint of any species of

the provisions aforesaid for being shipt to be carried into the province

of New Hampshire, or into the province of Nova Scotia, or Acadia,

for the supi^ly of her majesty's subjects there, by and with the allow-

ance of the governour and council, an invoice or memoir of the quan-

titys, from time to time to be so shiped, to be first laid before them.

And be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That from and after the publication of this act, and dure-

ing the continuance of the same, no molosses shall be distilled and
drawn into spirits, that it may be used for brewing to save the ex-

pence of barley and malt ; on pain of loosing and forfeiting all spirits

that shall be drawn off" molosses, or the value thereof, one moiety of the

said, forfeiture to the use of the poor of the town where the same shall


