
risT Sess.] Province Laws.—1718-19. 101

[Sect. 3.] And when the proportion of each proprietor in such gen- Eachproprie.

era! fence is adjusted and determined, the same shall be entered upon inyemfna^fence

record by the clerk of the propriety, and, where there is no such clerk, ^ ^t^lcierk'^of

by the clerk of the town where the land lyes ; any law, usage or custom t^e propriety

to the contrary notwithstanding. [Passed June 14..
or town clerk.

CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATING THE CULLING OF FISH.

Whereas, thro the carelessness or ignorance of persons who under- Disallowed by

take to cull fish, without being chosen and sworn to the faithful [1] dis- di^May 7,172".*

charge of that trust, many great abuses have happened to the buyers g^g 1^,99-3, chap

thereof; for the prevention whereof for the future,

—

17. § 8-

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Represen-

tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That there shall henceforth be annually chosen in every Cullers of fish

seaport town or place within this province where fish is made and cured, March meeting,

at their annual meeting in March, a suitable and sufficient number of annually,

cullers of fish ; and that no person or persons shall presume to cull any
fish, upon any pretence whatsoever, without being chosen and sworn
according to this law, upon pain of forfeiting ten pounds for every such Penalty for cuii.

offence. And each culler shall have due regard, in culling of all fish, to i"| Chosen and

the contract or agreement between the buyer and seller, with respect to sworn,

the season of [the] year wherein such fish was made and cured.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That no person or persons shall presume to ship off" any ij«'."'^l*y fo^

merchantable fish whatsoever, without being first surveyed or culled by fish without be-

a sworn culler, on the penalt}^ of forfeiting such fish.
cufied!^^^'"^

""^

[Sect. 3.] And every master of any ship or other vessel is hereby
strictl}^ prohibited from receiving or taking on board his ship or vessel[l] ma^te'^s Taking

any merchantable fish, in order to be transported beyond sea, until such such fish on

fish be first surveyed by a sworn culler, under the penalty of five shil-

lings fine for every quintal of fish so received or taken on board.

[Sect. 4.] And all cullers so chosen by any town or place shall each ^
and eveiy of them be sworn as follows ; viz*-,

—

I, A. B., do swear that I will faithfully and impartially, to the best of my Culler's oath.

juclg[e]ment, perform the duty and office of a culler of fish for the year ensu-
ing, and that I Avill always have a regard to the particulars meutioned in this

act. So help me God.

Provided nevertheless, when it shall so happen that the sworn culler[s] Proviso,

cannot be obtained, that then it shall and may be lawful [1] for the

buyer and seller to agree upon some meet person to be a culler, in such
case, provided he be under the same oath and restrictions as the cullers

abovesaid.

Arid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That all forfeitures and penalties arising by force and Fines how to

virtue of this act shall be disposed of, one-half to the poor of the place ^^ ^'^^""^^^ ""^

where the offence shall be committed, and the other half to the in-

former, or to him or them that shall sue for the same in any of his maj-
esty's courts of record within this province. [^Passed June 25

;
pub-

lished June 28.

* For reasons for disallowance, see the note to this chapter, post.


