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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Ninth day of April, A.D. 1735.

CHAPTER 18.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING THE SUM OF THREE THOUSAND POUNDS FOR
THE SUPPORT OF HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNOR.

Be it enacted by His Excelleyicy the Governor, Council and Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That the sum of three thonsand pounds, in bills of pub-
lick credit on this province, be and hereby is granted unto his most
excellent majesty, to be paid out of the publick treasury to his excel-

lency Jonathan Belcher, Esq"", captain-general and governor-iu-chief in

and over this his majesty's province of the Massachusetts Bay, to enable
him to go on in managing the publick aftairs.

[Sect. 2.] And the duties of impost and excise, together with all

other incomes, shall be a fund and security for the payment and draw-
ing in the said bills into the treasury again.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most
excellent majest}', as a further fund and security for drawing in the said

bills, b}^ this act ordered to be emitted, a tax of three thousand pounds,
to be levied upon polls, and estates both real and personal, within this

province, according to such rules and directions, and in such proportion,
upon the several towns and districts within the same as shall be agreed
on and ordered hy this court, in their present session, and paid into the

publick treasury on or before the last day of December next coming.
\_Passed and published April 18, 1735.

CHAPTER 19.

AN ACT FOR DIVIDING THE TOWNS OF TAUNTON AND DIGHTON, AND
ERECTING A NEW TOAVN THERE BY THE NAME OF BERKELEY.

Whereas the southerly part of Taunton, and the north part of Preamble.

Dighton, on the east side of the Great River, is competently fiir[e]d with
inhabitants who labour under difficulties by reason of their remoteness
from the places of publick meetings in the said towns, and have there-

upon made their application to this court that they may be set off a
distinct and sep[«][e]rate township, and be vested with all the powers
and privileges that other towns in this province are vested with,

—
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A new town
constituted, by
the name of
Berkeley.

Bounds thereof
described.

Persons ex-
empted.

Proviso.

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor, Council and

Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

^ame,
[Sect. 1.] That the southerly part of Taunton, and the northerly-

part of Dighton, on the east side of the Great River, as hereafter

bounded and described, be and hereby are set[t] off, constituted and

erected into a sep[a] [e]rate and distinct township, by the name of

Berkeley.

[Sect. 2.] The bounds of the said township being as follows ; viz'.,

beginning at the Great River at a forked white-oak tree, at the landing-

place between the land of Abraham Tisdal[e] and Micah Pratt, and

from thence, to extend on a streight line to a damm, known by the

name of Little Meadow Daih[?»] ; from thence, to a rock with an heap

of stones on it, in the said Little MeadoAv ; from thence, to extend on a

streight line, until it intersects the line of the precinct, which includes

part of Taunton and part of Middlcborough, opposite to the dwelling-

house of John Williams ; from thence, to extend on said precinct line

to the mnple tree, which is the corner bounds of Middlcborough, Free-

town, Dighton and Taunton ; and from thence, bounded by Freetown,

till it comes to a little knap or hillock of upland, being the bounds

between Dighton, Freetown and Assonet Neck ; and then bounded by
the land of Mr. Edward Shove, till it comes to Taunton River, and then

bounded by said river, till it comes to the first-mentioned bounds.

[Sect. 3.] And that the inhabitants thereof be and hereby are

vested and endowed with equal powers, privileges and immunities that

the inhabitants of any of the other towns within this province are, or

by law ought to be vested with.

Only,

[Sect. 4.] It is to be understood that John Spurr, Nicholas Stevens,

John Tisdale, Abraham Tisdale, Israel Tisdale and Ebenezer Pitts, and
their families and estates, are not to be included in said township,

and are to belong to the towns of Taunton and Dighton, as formerl}'.

[Sect. 5.] And the inhabitants of the town of Berkeley are hereby

required, within the space of two 3-ears from the publication of this

act, to procure and settle a learned, orthodox minister of good conver-

sation, and make provision for his comfortable and honourable support,

and also erect and finish a suitable and convenient house for the pub-

lick worship of God, in said town.

Provided, also,

[Sect. 6.] That the inhabitants, included within this township, that

heretofore belonged to Taunton, shall, from time to time, pay towards
the repair of Ware Bridge in proportion with the remaining part of

Taunton, according to their assessment in the last province tax, and
also their proportion of the rates and taxes already made in Taunton

;

and that that part of this new township which belong'd to Dighton,

pay their proportion with the said town of Dighton, of the arrears of

their outstanding rates alread}'' made, and of. the debts due from the

said town of Dighton, and also their proportion of the charge for the

maintenance of the present poor of the town of Dighton. \^Passed and
published April 18, 1735.


