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CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR HOLDING A COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER IN AND FOR
THE ISLAND OF NANTUCKET.

Preamble. "Whereas there now stands committed in his majesty's goal in the

island of Nantucket, one Simon Hew, an Indian man, charged with the

murder of Margaret, an Indian woman, who ought as the law now
stands to be tried by a special court of assize and general goal delivery

;

but forasmuch as the judges of the court of assize and general goal

delivery cannot attend that service, the summer months being taken up
with the several superiour courts of judicature, courts of assize and
^general goal delivery as they are now established, besides the great

charge and trouble of the judges repairing thither, and a court of 03'er

and terminer (noticed in the ro3'al charter) have and can exercise the

same jurisdiction and authority in all capital offences,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of
Representatives^ for the reasons above mentioned, and that speedy

justice may be done,

Court of Oyer That the inquiry, hearing and tr[y][^]al of the said Simon Hew for

be blid at"Nan^ ^^® murdcr of the said Margaret, and any other capital offences upon
tucket. the said island of Nantucket already committed, may with all con-

venient speed be had at Nantucket aforesaid, by special commissioners
of 03^er and terminer, to be appointed b^- his excellency the governour,
with the advice and consent of the council, any law, usage or custom
to the contrary notwithstanding. \^Passed June 17

;
published June 27.

CHAPTER 5.

AN ACT FOR IMPOWERING THE TOWN OF BOSTON TO IMPOSE AND
COLLECT A TAX OR DUTY ON COACHES, CHAISES, &cCA], FOR THE USE
AND SERVICE OF SAID TOWN.

Preamble.

Town of Boston
empowered to

lay a tax on
coaches, &c.

Coacbes,
chaises, &c., to
be enteied with
the town treas-

urer.

Whereas the town of Boston are at greftt charge in keeping the

highway upon the neck at the entrance into said town in good repair,

and it is most equal that the said charge should be born bj' such per-

sons as principally receive the benefit of said repairs,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and Souse of Rep-
res[^entatiy\

[Sect. 1.] That the inhabitants of the town of Boston be and
hereb}^ are enabled and impowered, at a publick town meeting dulj^

warned for that purpose, to lay such tax or duty on each coach, chariot,

chaise, calash or chair used and improved b}' the inhabitants of said

town as shall be judg'd convenient, not exceeding ten shillings per

annum for any coach, chariot or four-wheel'd chaise, or five shillings

per annum for any two-wheel'd chaise, calash or chair ; and the said

inhabitants are further impowered, at their meeting in March, annually,

for and during the term of five years, to renew the said tax or discon-

tinue the same as the}'^ shall judge proper.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That (publick notice being given to the inhabitants of

said town of such tax or duty as afores[a^]'*) every person improving

any coach, chariot, chaise, calash or chair shall, some time in the month
of July next after, cause the same to be ontred with the town treas-


