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Provided.,—
[Sect. 4.] That iiotliing in this act shall be construed to prevent Proviso,

the owner or owners of said beach or meadow, from turning on their

horses the}' ride, or cattle they improve in their teams, to feed on said

beach or meadow while they are cutting or carting their hay off said

beach or meadow, or while they may be opening said beach to let the

water off their meadow into the sea.

[Sect. 5.] This act to be in force for the space of three jears from Limitation,

the thirtieth of March, one thousand seven hundred and sixt3--seven,

and no longer. \_Passed March 9
;
published 3Iarch 20, 1767.

CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE SEVERAL LAWS ALREADY MADE RE-
LATING TO THE REMOVAL OF POOR PERSONS OUT OF THE TOWNS
WHEREOF THEY ARE NOT INHABITANTS.

Wherb-as, in and by an act passed in the fourth j-ear of the reign of Preamble,

their late majesties. King William and Queen Mar}', intitled "An Act ^'Jj'^-^^' ^ii-
2 ,^

for regulating of townships, choice of town officers and setting forth i'oo-01, ch. 23.
^ 17 2-23 ch. 5.

their power," it is, among other things, enacted, "That an}' persons u Mass. 382.

orderly warned to depart any town whereof he is not an inhabitant, 6Pkk?i^°^*
and neglecting so to do by the space of fourteen days next after such 10 Picu. 23, 513.

warning given, may, by warrant of the next justice of the peace, be i25Muss!3ot

sent and conveyed, from constable to constable, unto the town where
he properly belongs, or had his last residence, at his own charge, if

able to pay the same, or, otherwise, at the charge of the town so send-

ing him ;

" and lohereas it frequently happens that the persons so sent

and conveyed, by warrant as aforesaid, do not properly belong to, nor

had their last lawful residence in, any town in this province, but are

inhabitants of some other province or colony, and are poor, and unable

to pay the charge of such their removal, whereby an unequal charge

and burthen arises to the towns to which such poor persons happen to

come ; for remedy whereof, and to the end that such charges may be

borne in a more equitable and just jjroportion,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That when and so often as any such person or persons How poor per-

are to be sent or conveyed out of this province, it shall and may be conveyed ouf

lawful for any justice of the peace of the county from whence the per- of the i^roviuce.

son or persons are to be sent or conveyed, and he is hereby [e]['"]ua-

powered, to grant a warrant for sending such person or persons out of

the province, either by land or water, as he shall think will be most
convenient, or least liable to charge.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That when and so often as it shall happen that any per- in what manner

son so to be sent and conveyed, either by land or water as shall be be'dcfrafed.*

thought most convenient, by warrant as aforesaid, doth not properly

belong to, nor had gained a settlement in, any town in this province,

but is an inhabitant of, or had settlement in, some one of his majesty's

provinces or colonies on this continent, then and in every such case

the charge of conveying such person or persons shall be borne by said

person or persons, if able to pay the same ; otherwise, to be borne and
paid by this province, in order to their being sent or conveyed to the

province or colony where they ^ast had a settlement.
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[Sect. 3.] And the constable or constables of each town, respec-

tively, to whom such warrant shall be directed, to convey such person

or persons by land, and to whose care such person or person[s] shall

be committed, shall, by virtue of said warrant, receive and convey him,

her or them through the county to which he belongs, and to one of the

constables of the next town in the next county, who shall, by virtue of

said warrant, receive the said person or persons, and conveys him, her

or them through the county in which such constable dwells ; and the

said person or persons shall, by virtue of the warrant aforesaid, be

conveyed by the constable from county to county, in the same manner,

unto the province or colony to which he, she or they shall be first

ordered.

[Sect. 4.] And every constable so receiving and conveying such

person or persons, shall receive, out of the treasury of such town where

he belongs, so much mone}- as the selectmen of such town shall think

the chai-ge of conveying such person or persons, as aforesaid, through

the county, shall amount to, the said constable to keep a fair account of

his trouble and expence, and exhibit the same to the said selectmen,

who are to consider and adjust the same ; and the said selectmen are

also hereby empowered and directed to adjust and pay the charge of

conveying any [jerson or persons, b}' water, as aforesaid, they to receive

the same again out of the province treasur}'.

And be U further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That when and so often as any person or persons to

be removed shall be an inhabitant or inhabitants of any town or dis-

trict within this province, they shall be conveyed to such town or

di-strict where he, she or the}' are inhabitants, or have a settlement, in

the same manner as is hereinbefore provided in cases where the per-

sons so removed are not inhabitants of any town within this province,

the charge of such conveyance to be paid as by a law of this province

is alread}' provided.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That from and after the tenth day of April next, no
person whatsoever, coming to reside or dwell within any town in this

province, shall gain an inhabitancy in such town by an}- length of time

he or she may continue there without warning, unless such person shall

first have made known his or her desire to the selectmen thereof, and

obtained the approbation of the town, at a general meeting of the in-

habitants, for his dwelling there ; nor shall any town be obliged to be

at charge for the rehef and support of any person residing in such

town (in case he or she stand in need), that have not been approved as

aforesaid.

[Sect. 7.] And all such persons as have not been approved as

aforesaid, together with their children, whether born before or after

their coming to such town, in wedlock, or otherwise, shall be liable to

be sent or .conveyed to the town whei-e they properl}- belong, by a war-

rant from a justice of the peace, who is hereby empowered, upon appli-

cation from the selectmen of the town from which such person or

persons are to be sent, to issue his warrant, accordingl}' ; excepting for

such as are appi'entices to some inhabitant or inhabitants of such town,

who shall not l>e liable to be sent or conveyed out of any town where

they are apprentices, till the time of their apprenticeship is expired,

any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That eveiy constable shall, before he delivers said war-

rant to the constable of the next county, certify his doings thereon.

[Sect. 9.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three years, and no longer. [P(?.s.sed March 19
;
published March 20,

17G7.


