
774. Province Laws. — 1777-78. [Chap. 20.]

[revolutionary period— " STATE."]

Notes to be de-
livered to the
Board of War,
as directed by
the council.

place was taxed by the general court in the tax act then last pro-

ceeding.*

[Sect. 5.] And the treasurer of this state is hereby impowered and
directed, some time in the said month of September in said year, to is-

sue and send forth his warrants, directed to the selectmen or assessors

of each town or other inco[?-]porated place within this state, or to some
suitable person or persons in such place or places therein as are not

incorporated, requiring them to assess the pol[eJ[Z]s and estates with-

in their several towns. and other places, for their respective parts and
proportions of the sums before directed and engaged to be assessed,

to be paid into the treasury on or before said twentieth day of Febru-

ary, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three ; and the assess-

ors as also all persons thereby assessed, shall observe, be governed
by, and subject to, all such rules and directions as shall have been
given in the then last proceeding* tax act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 6.] That the notes that may be issued by the treasurer by
virtue of and in conformity to this act, shall, by him, upon his receiv-

ing a warrant from the council for the aforesaid sum, be delivered to

the Board of War, or their order, from time to time, and in such pro-

portions and sums as said board may draw for.

Provided, nevertheless, —
[Sect. 7.] That if the general court shall make provision for the

redemption of the notes which may be issued in consequence of this

act, before the year on which the tax granted hereby is ordered to be

laid, then the clause granting said tax, together with the other clauses

grounded thereon, to be void, otherwise to remain in force. \^Passed

February 20, 1778.

CHAPTER 2 0.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT INTITLED " AN ACT FOR ENABLING
TOWNS TO RAISE MONEY FOR OA-RRYING ON THE PRESENT WAR."

Preamble. Whereas, by Said act, among other things, it is enacted that the

inm chap! le! collectors of the several towns, plantations, districts and parishes

within this state are directed and required to execute all warrants for

collecting monies raised for this purpose, in the same manner they

are, by law, obliged to execute warrants for collecting other town's

rates or assessments ; and whereas it is represented to this court,

that some towns, plantations, districts or parishes have chosen a

special collector or collectors, to collect such sums of money as they

have voted for the above purposes, altho'[u^/i] not authori[z] [s]ed

thereto by said act, and that the obliging the standing collectors to

collect said monies would be considered as an additional bur[th] [r7]en,

and, in many instances, contrary to express istipulation with the collec-

toni when chosen,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. l.J That where any town, plantation, district or parish

ha« or hereafter shall choose, at a legal meeting, a collector or collec-

tors, for collecting such sum or sums of money which they have or
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hereafter may vote to be assessed on their town, plantation, district

or parish, for carrying on the present war, the said collector or col-

lectors so chosen, or that may hereafter be chosen, are hereby
authori[z][s]ed and required to collect all such sum or sums of money
as they may have a warrant for, agreeable to said act, they paying in

all such sums of money that they shall so collect, according to the di-

rections of their warrant; and any person, chosen to serve collector
as above, refusing to take the oath required, by law, to be taken by
collectors of taxes, shall be liable to the same penalties as by law col-

lectors of town taxes are subject to that refuse to serve ; any law to
the contrary notwithstanding.

A)id tvJicreas doubts have arisen as to the power of towns to provide
for their poor, and the families of soldiers who are in the army, in any
other manner than by raising money only for that purpose,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That any town in this state may provide for the neces-
sities of their poor, and for the supply of the families.of the soldiers,

in such manner as shall appear most elig[a][ijble and convenient to

the majority of voters present at any town meeting legally warned
for that purpose ; the expences thereof to be assessed and collected

in the same manner as aforesaid. \^Passed February 8, 1778.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE WESTERLY PART OF THE TOWN
OF WRENTHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK, INTO A TOWN BY
THE NAME OF FRANKLIN.

Whereas the inhabitants of the westerly part of the town of Preamble.

Wrentham, in the county of Suffolk, have represented to this court

the difficulties they labour under in their present situation, and, appre*

bending themselves of sufficient numbers and ability, request that

they may be incorporated into a sep[e][a]rate town,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the westerly part of said town of Wrentham, sep- Boundary noes,

[e]r[«]ted by n line as follows ; viz^^'^., begin [n]ing at Charles River,

where Medfield line comes to said river; thence, running south, seven-

teen degrees and an-half west, until[l] it comes to one rod east of the

dwelling-house of William Mann ; thence, a strait line, to the east-

wardly corner of Asa Whiting's barn ; thence, a strait line, to sixty i'ods

due south of the old cellar, where the dwelling-house of Ebenezer
Healy formerly stood ; thence, a due west course by the needle, to Bel-

lingham line ; said Bellingham line to be the west bounds, and Charles

River the northerly bounds,— be and hereby is incorporated into a dis-

tinct and seperate town, by the name of Franklin, and invested with
all the powers, privil[i] [e]dges and immunities that towns in this

state do or may enjoy.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[vSect. 2.] That the inhabitants of said town of Franklin shall Proportion of

pay their proportion of all state, county, and town, charges already granted "o be
granted to be raised in the town of Wrentham, and also their orouor- raised, to be
'='

,
^ paid, etc


