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expiration of said time, although the oath aforesaid be not to them
administ[e]red ; any law of this state to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted hy the autJwrlti/ aforesaid^
Militia officere fSECT. 2.] That thc Commanding officer of cach regiment of mili-
rcquircd to take <- . , . , -i . -.P. ... . ^5^ t i .

said oath, on or tia withui this State, reqime and e.njom every militia omcer under his

of Decembef commaud, to take said oath of fidelity and allegiance, by or before
next. the first day of December aforesaid ; and said commanding officer

is hereby [i][e]mpowered, having first taken said oath himself, to

administer the same to any of the officers of the regiment under his

command, and required to make return thereof into the secretary's

office, as soon as may be. \_Passed April 30, 1779.

CHAPTER 48.

AN ACT TO CONFISCATE THE ESTATES OF CERTAIN NOTORIOUS CON-
SPIRATORS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND LIBERTIES OF THE
INHABITANTS OF THE LATE PROVINCE, NOW STATE, OF MASSACHU-
SETTS BAY.

Preamble.
1 Mass., 381.

2 Mass., 284.

9 Mass., 367.

Persons named
who have justly
incurred the
forfeiture of all

their property,
rights and
liberties.

Whereas the several persons hereinafter mentioned, have wickedly

conspired to overthrow and destroy the constitution of government of

the late province of Massachusetts Bay, as established by the charter

agreed upon by and between their late majesties William and Mary,
late king and queen of England, &c., and the inhabitants of said

province, now state, of Massachusetts Bay ; and also to reduce the

said inhabitants under the absolute power and domination of the

present king, and of the parli[a]ment of Great Britain; and, as far

as in them lay, have aided and assisted the same king and paiii[a]-

ment in their endeavours to establish a d[i] [e]spotic government

over the said inhabitants, —
Be it enacted hy the Council and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That Francis Bernard, Baronet, Thomas Hutchinson,

Esq'^"'^., late governors of the late province, now state, of Massachu-

setts Bay; Thomas Oliver, Esq'^''^, late lieut[enawi] -governor ; Harri-

son Gray, Esq'^''^., late treasurer; Thomas Flu[c]ker, Esqi^'^, late

secretary ; Peter Oliver, Esq'^'^. , late ch[ei] [ie]f justice ; Foster Hutch-

inson, John Erving, jun'^"'-!., George Erving, William Pepper[r]ell,

Baronet, James Boutineau, Joshua Loring, Nathaniel Hatch, William

Browne, Richard Lechmere, Josiah Edson, Nathaniel Rea Tliomas,

Timothy Ruggles, John Murray, Abijah Willard and Daniel Leonard,

Esq'rs, late mandamus coun[c][.s]ellors of said late province ; Wil-

liam Burch, Henry Hulton, Charles Paxton and Benjamin H[o][a]l-

lowell, Esq'rs, late commissioners of the customs ; Robert Auchmuty,

Esq"^'^., late judge of the vice-admiralty court; Jonathan Sewall,

Esq"^'^., late attorney-general; Samuel Quincy, Esq"^"^., late solicitor-

general; Samuel Fitch, Esq^''^, sol[l]icitor, or counsellor-at-law, to the

board of commissioners, — have justly incurred the forfeiture of all

their property, rights and liberties, holden under, and derived from,

the government and laws of this state ; and that each and every of

the persons aforenamed and described, shall be held, taken, deemed
and adjudged, to have renounced and lost all civil and political rela-
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tion to this and the otlier United States of America, and be considered

as aliens.

Be it enacted by the autliority aforesaid^

[Sect. 2.] That all the goods and chattels, rights and credits, Estateaso^for^-^

lands, tenements and hereditaments, of every kind, of which any of thc'us'eofthe'"^

the persons hereinbefore named and described were sei[s][z]ed or
Igopieofthis"*^

possessed, or were [i][e]ntitled to possess, hold, enjoy or demand, state.

in their own right, or which any other person stood or doth stand

seized or possessed of, or are or were [i][e]utitled to have or demand,

to and for their use, benefit and behoof, shall escheat, annure and

accrue to the sole use and benefit of the government and people of

this state, and are, accordingly, hereby declared so to escheat, [a][e]n-

[n]ure and accrue ; and the said government and people shall be taken,

deemed and adjudged, and are, accordingly, hereby declared, to be in

the real and actual possession of all such goods and chattels, rights

and credits, lands, tenements and hereditaments, without further

enquiry, adjudication, or determination hereafter to be had ; anything

in the act [i][e]ntitled " An Act for confiscating the estates of cer- 1778-79, chap. 49.

tain persons commonly called absentees," or any other law, us[u]age,

or custom to the contrary nothwithstanding : provided^ al\\']ioays^ that Proviso.

the escheat shall not be construed to extend to, or operate upon, any

goods, chattels, rights, credits, lands, tenements, or hereditaments,

of which the persons aforenamed and described, or some other in

their right, and to their use, have not been seized or possessed, or

[ij[e]ntitled to be seized or possessed, or to have, or demand, as

aforesaid, since the nineteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five.

And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That all debts justly due from any of the persons Debts due

aforenamed and described, to any subject of the United States of ofApH?m?
America, before the said nineteenth day of April, A.D. one thousand ^'^1'^®^?""'^,'°"*

seven hundred and seventy-five, shall be payable out of their respec-

tive estates.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.,

[Sect. 4.] That where the wife, or widow, of any of the persons The widows of

aforenamed and described, shall have remained within the jurisdiction describ^ed, to

of any of the said United States, and in parts under the actual
'^^,^\*^|,j'°"f

authority thereof , she shall be [i][e]ntitled to the improvement and onTtMrdV
income of one thu'd part of her husband's real and personal estate

esuteg"*^^"*^*'

(after payment of debts), during her life, and continuance within the 11 Alien, 174.

said United States ; and her dower therein shall be set off to her by
the judges of probate of wills, in like manner as it might have been
if her husband had died intestate and a liege subject of this state.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 5.] That if any person whose estate is by this act ad- Judge of pro.

judged to have escheated, as aforesaid, shall not have any wife, or edjn?e''rt^n*"

widow, [i][e]ntitled to any part thereof by virtue of this act, shall cases,

have any relations (collateral kindred excepted) who may not be of

suflicieut ability to support themselves without some allowance out of

the estate of such person to whom they stand related, as aforesaid,

that the judge of probate of wills, who shall have the right of ap-

pointing agents for such estate, be, and he hereby is, authori[z][5]ed
and directed to fix a competent allowance, from time to time, for the
comfortable support of all such relations, having respect to the value
of such estate. [^Passed April 30, 1779.


