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setts, Jtas petitioned the General Court that he may be

naturalised^ and be thereby intitled to all the rights,

liberties, and privileges of a free citizen of this Common-
wealth :

Be it enacted by the Seiiate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same. That the said Thomas Hopkins, upon his Thomas Hop.
, 1

• .1 ,1 !• 11 • 1 1
• i* '11 kins naturalized.

taking the oatlis ot allegiance and abjuration required by
the constitution of this Commonwealth, before two Justices

oi the Peace, shall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be

a free citizen of this Commonwealth, to all intents, con-

structions and purposes, as if he the said Gliomas had been

an inhabitant of the territory, now the Commonwealth
aforesaid, at the time of making the present form of civil

government.
And it is further enacted. That the Justices before certiacateof

whom the same oaths shall be taken, shall return a certiti- recorded.

cate of the same into the Secretary's Ottice, to be placed

on the records of this Commonwealth. March 23, 1784.
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[January Seeeion, ch. 46.]

AN ACT P'OR REPEALING TWO LAWS OF THIS STATE, AND /^7,«^ g9
FOR ASSERTING THE RIGHT OF THIS FREE AND SOVEREIGN ^

*

COMMONWEALTH, TO EXPEL SUCH ALIENS AS MAY BE
DANGEROUS TO THE PEACE AND GOOD ORDER OF GOV-
ERNMENT.

Whereas it is necessarily incident to every free, sovereign Preamble.

and independent State, to hold the right of expelling from
the dominions thereof, all aliens who possess dispositions,

or hold principles incompatible with the safety or sover-

eignty of the State: And ivhereas all those jjersons v>ho

have since the fifth day of October, in the year one thou-

sand seven hundred and seventy-four, and before themaking
tlie present form of Government of this Commonwealth,
go)ie of to, and taken the protection of the government, or

fleet, or army o/" Great Britain, are considered, and justly

held, to be aliens to this Commonwealth: And ivhereas

those of them wJio are named and mentioned in an act of
this State, passed in the year one tJiousand seven hundred
and seventy-nine, intitled " An act to confiscate the estates

of certain notorious conspirators against the govei'nment

and liberties of the inhabitants of the late Province, now
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Two acts
repealed.

State of Massachusetts Bay "
; and all otJiers of tJieni irJio

have home arms in the late ivar, af/ainst this or either of
theJJnited /States, or a<jainst the allies of the said States, or

have lent money to the government of Great Britain to carry

on the late war; are Justly deemed to hold principles, and
possess disposition>i, ijicompa tilde icith the >^afety of the

CommonicealtJi, and therefore ought to he excluded from
this Commonwealth: And it heing evident that an indis-

criminate admission of the other descriptions of those

unhappy people, at this period, might he attended with

disagreeahle and dangerous consequences; hut the laws

nuide for their exclusion heing not calculated to produce
those measures ivhich are sultahle to a state of peace and
tranquility

:

Be it therefore enacted hy the Senate and House (f
Iieprese)itatives in General Court assemhled, and hy the

auth(jrity of the same. That an act made and passed in

the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-ein'ht,

intitled, "An act to prevent the return to this State of

certain persons therein named, and others who have loft

this State, or either of the United States, and joined the

enemies thereof" ; and also another act passed in the year

one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, intitled,

" An act to carry into execution an act made in the year
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, intitled

" An act to prevent the return to this State of certain

persons therein named, and others who have left this Slate,

or either of the United States, and joined the enemies
thereof" ; be, and they both are hereby repealed.

And he it enacted. That if any of the persons aforesaid

who have left this State, and gone off to, and taken the

protection of the government, fleet, or army of Great
Britain, and are named in the act aforesaid, intitled, " An
act to confiscate the estates of certain notorious conspira-

tors against the government and liberties of the inhabitants

of the late Province, now State of Massachusetts Bay" ; or

have borne arms, or been joined to the said fleet, army,
or to any volunteer corps of the King of Great Britain;

shall presume to return to this State to reside therein, it

Duty of Justices shall be the duty of every Justice of the Peace to give
ir. tV.la .loan

• 1 />

notice thereof to the Governor, and it such person shall

not immediately upon the Governor's giving order there-

for, depart the State ; it shall be the duty of every Justice

of the Peace to whom complaint shall be made thereof, to

Persons named
in a certain act
or who have
borne arms, ike

presumiiiir to

return to this

State.

in this case.
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a[)i)iehencl sucli })cisoii, and him coimiiit to the common
iiOiil of the county where he may be, to be sent off by the

order of the Governor with advice of Council.

And he it enavfed, That no one of any other description No iibwnteo to

of the said absentees shall be allowed to reside in this state without a

State, until such person shall obtain a licence therefor oo'vomor"'^'

from the Governor with advice of Council ; and if any one
of the said persons shall presume to reside within this

State without such licence, he shall be treated in the same
manner as is provided by this act, respecting those who
have borne arms a<;ainst these States. Provided also. Proviso.

That no licence so given by the Governor with advice of

Council, shall have any force after the end of the next

session of the General Court after the same licence shall

be granted ; and that the person who shall obtain the

same, unless an act of naturalization shall be passed in his

favor, or the said licence shall be approved at the said

session of the General Court, shall be treated in the same
manner as if the said licence had not been obtained.

And whereas hij the sixth ai'ticle of the treaty, lately Pnambie.

made between the United States and the Kinrj of Great
Britain, it is provided that no further confiscations shall

he made :

Be it therefore enacted, hii the autJiority aforesaid. That L!>u<ib biid on111 1 1 •! T 1 • 1 ^1 p the lyth April,

the lands and buildmgs which any oi the persons atore- 1775, which have

mentioned held in fee simple, or by a lesser estate, on the cateci'.'itc.to be

nineteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ''«"''""' "p-

seventy-five, and which have not l)y the aforesaid act,

intitled, " An act to confiscate the estates of certain noto-

rious conspirators against the government and liberties of

the inhabitants of the late Province, now State o^ Massa-
cJtiisetts Bay'", or by judgment had on due })rocess of law

on such estates, been confiscated ; nor have been pledged
by (government for money borrowed, or sold by agents

according to the laws of the State, for the payment of

debts due from the absentees ; or have been made liable to

pay an annual charge foi- the support of any poor person ;

shall be delivered up to the persons who respectively

owned such lands or building's last l)efore the nineteenth

of April, 111:), or to any persons claiming under them
respectively, Provided such claimers are not included in rioviso.

the act aforesaid, made in the year one thousand seven

hundred and seventy-eight ; who shall have the privilege

of disposing of the same, at any time within the space of
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Deeds made three jears next coming ; and any deed or other convey-

LXIildfn ance made thereof, to any citizen of this or either of the

*'*'"• United States, shall be held good and valid in law, to

convey the same to all intents and purposes, as fully and

amply as if such grantor was a free citizen of this Com-

monwealth ; any law of this Commonwealth to the con-

trary notwithstanding. March 24, 1784.


