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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That Samuel Taylor, Esq; be, and herein- is, empowered |
a™? JJfi

or-

to issue his warrant directed to some one principal inhah- meeting.

itant of the said town of Heath, directing him to notify

the inhabitants of the said town to meet at such time and

place as he shall appoint, to choose all such officers as

other towns are empowered to choose, at their annual

meetings in the month of March. February 14, 1785.

1784. — Chapter 40.

[January Session, ch. 8.]

AN ACT AGAINST ADULTERY, POLYGAMY AND LEWDNESS. QJiap. 40
Whereas chastity of behaviour, and the due observance Preamble.

of the marriage covenant, are highly conducive to the peace,

good order and welfare of the community, and the violation

of them productive of great evils to individuals and the

public-

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the author-

ity of the same, That if any man or woman shall commit Punishment for

adultery, and be thereof convicted, every person so con-

victed shall be set upon the gallows with a rope about his

or her neck, and the other end of it cast over the gallows,

for the space of one hour, be publickly whipped, not

exceeding thirty-nine stripes, be imprisoned or fined, and

bound to the good behaviour; all or any of these punish-

ments, according to the aggravation of the offence.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That if any person within this Commonwealth being mar- Punishment for

ried, or who hereafter shall marry, shall marry any per-
po,yganiy '

son, the former husband or wife being alive, or who shall

continue to live so married, and being thereof convicted,

shall be sentenced to be set on the gallows for the space

of one hour, with a rope about his or her neck, and the

other end thereof cast over the gallows, be publickly

whipped not exceeding thirty stripes, be imprisoned, fined

and bound to the good behaviour ; all or any of these

punishments, according to the aggravation of the offence ;

and the party or parties so offending, may receive such

and the like proceeding, trial and execution in such county

where such person or persons shall be apprehended, as if

the offence had been committed in the same county.
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where hutTand Provided ahvays, That this act or any thing therein
or wife shall be contained, shall not extend to any person whose husband
absent 7 years. .

'
.
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or wite shall be continually remaining beyond sea by the

space of seven years together, or whose husband or wife

shall absent him or herself the one from the other, by the

space of seven years together; the one of them, in either

case, not knowing the other to be living within that time.

Provided also, That this act, or any thing therein con-

tained, shall not extend «to the wife of any married man
who shall willingly absent himself from his said wife, by
the space of seven years together, without making suita-

ble provision for her support and maintenance in the

mean time, if it shall be in his power so to do.

?orce§f
r

ormar- Provided also, That this act, or anything therein con-

aiK of consent
6 Gained, shall not extend to any person that is or shall be

at the time of such marriage divorced, by sentence of any
Court whatsoever, which has or may have legal jurisdic-

tion for that purpose, unless such person is the guilty

cause of such divorce ; nor to any person for or by rea-

son of any former marriage had or made, or hereafter to

be had or made within the age of consent.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

tewdMdlasrivi* That if any man or woman, either or both of whom being
ous behaviour, then married, shall lewdly and lasciviously associate and

cohabit together, or if any man or woman, married or

unmarried, shall be guilty of open gross lewdness and
lascivious behaviour, and being thereof convicted before

the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall be pun-
ished by setting in the pillory, whipping, fining, impris-

onment and binding to the good behaviour ; all or any of

these punishments according to the aggravation of the

offence

.

February 17,1 785.

1784. — Chapter 41.

[January Session, ch. 9.]

Chan. 41 AN ACT F0R providing and regulating of prisons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

Goals to be of the same, That the Justices of the Court of General

where courts
™ Sessions of the Peace shall from time to time assess the

polls and estates within their several counties, in such
sums as may be necessary to erect and keep in repair a

good and sufficient goal in each town where a Court by

are holclen.


