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Hampshire, in said Commonwealth, and William Oliver,

late q/'Bridport, in Great Britain, now residing in Bridge-

town, in the County of Cumberland, have petitioned the

General Court that they may be naturalized

:

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House ofRepre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That the said Jonathan Curson and the said

William Oliver, upon their taking the Oath of Allegiance

to this Commonwealth, before two Justices of the Peace,

shall be deemed adjudged and taken to be free Citizens of

this Commonwealth, and entitled to all the liberties, priv-

ileges and immunities of natural born citizens.

And be itfurther enacted, that the Justices before whom
the said Jonathan Curson and William Oliver, may respec-

tively take the Oath aforesaid, shall return a certificate

thereof into the Secretary's office, to be entered on the

Records of this Commonwealth. July 7, 1786.
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[May Session, ch. 20.]

AN ACT TO DIVIDE THE SECOND PARISH OF THE TOWN OF
SPRINGFIELD, INTO TWO PARISHES.

Whereas for the greater convenience of attending the

public worship of God, it is found necessary, that that

part of the second Parish of the Town of Springfield,

which lieth on the west side of Connecticut river, should, be

made a separate and distinct Parish

:

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That the aforesaid part of said

Parish be and hereby is formed into a seperate and dis-

tinct Parish, and shall be called and known by the name
of the third Parish in West Springfield, and shall be
bounded as follows, viz. Easterly by Connecticut river,

northwardly by Northampton, westerly by Southampton,
and southerly by the first Parish of West Springfield.

And be it further enacted, that all the inhabitants within

the limits and boundaries aforesaid, shall be considered as

belonging to said Parish ; and they are hereby invested

with all powers, rights, privileges and immunities, which
other Parishes in this Commonwealth are invested with.

And be it further enacted, that Justin Ely, Esq ; be,

and hereby is impowered, to issue his Warrant to some
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principal Inhabitant of said Parish, requiring him to notify

and warn the Inhabitants thereof, to meet at such time and
place, as by said warrant shall be duly specified, and then

and there choose such Officers as may be necessary to

manage the affairs of said Parish, and the inhabitants

qualified by Law to vote, being so assembled, shall be

and hereby are impowered to choose such Officers accord-

ingly. July 7, 1786.

1786.—Chapter 21.

[May Session, ch. 21.]

AN ACT FOR RENDERING THE DECISION OF CIVIL CAUSES, AS (JliaV 21.
SPEEDY, AND AS LITTLE EXPENSIVE AS POSSIBLE. 1 '

Whereas it is the duty of the Legislature, to provide Preamble.

means whereby the decision of civil causes should be as

speedy, and attended with as little expence to the citizens

of this Commonwealth, as the nature of things will admit:
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That when any persons who may have a dispute when persons

of what nature soever, shall agree to have the dispute df/putesefued*

determined by referees, mutually chosen by the parties by referees, the
J

i li i !• ' agreement shall

for the purpose, it shall, and may be lawful for the person besubscribed &

or persons making the demand in the action, to make out
a(

a particular statement thereof, under his or their hands in

writing, and to lodge the same with some one Justice of

the Peace of the County in which the person or persons

making the demand may dwell ; and the said Justice of

the Peace upon application of the parties for the purpose,

shall make out an agreement to be annexed to the afore-

said demand, and to be by them or their lawful Agents or

Attornies, subscribed, and acknowledged, in substance as

follows.
Toivn of A. , in the County of S , 178

Know all men that A. B. of in the County of Form of the

(addition) and C. D. of in the County of ' (addi-
a^reement -

tion) have agreed to submit the demand made by the said

A. B. against the said C. D. which is hereunto annexed
(and all other demands, as the case may be) to the deter-

mination of E. F. G. H. and I. K. the report of whom,
or the major part of whom, being made as soon as may be

to any Court of Common Pleas, to be holden in and for

the said County of S ,
judgment thereon to be final

:


