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put up such notification or notifications, within the said

term of four days, such Committee shall forfeit and pay
ten shillings. And any person who shall presume to take

any of the said fish in the said Elvers except at the times

and places pointed out, and designated by the said Com-
mittee as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay three pounds for

each ofiience.

fhl^pa" sage
*° Aiid be itfui'thev enacted, that if any person or persons

forbidden. shall make any Wear or Wears or any other obstruction

to hinder the passage of the said fish up the said Rivers,

each person so ofiending shall forfeit and pay the sum of

five pounds, & any person who shall take or catch any of

the said fish, in the said Rivers with any other instrument

than a Dip net, shall forfeit & pay four pounds for each

oflence.

Slbiddfu^n a
-4ncZ be itfurther enacted that if any person or persons

certain time. shall sct or draw any seine, drag net, or Marsh net in the

said Rivers, from and after the tenth day of April to the

twentieth day of May annually, each person so offending

shall forfeit and pay ten pounds.

Jt^any^iiraJ fo*i^-
And be itfurther enacted, that if any person or persons

wdden, except- shall sct or draw any Seine, drag net, or Marsh net in the

said Rivers, or ponds belonging to the said town of Dart-
mouth, for the taking any fish (Manhaden excepted) at

any time whatsoever, he or they so offending shall forfeit

and pay the sum of Twenty pounds.
And be it further enacted, that all the forfeitures in-

curred by this Act, shall accrue to the said town of Dart-

mouth, to be recovered by the Treasurer of the said town,
in an action of debt in any Court proper to try the same

;

& no person shall be considered as disqualified from giv-

ing evidence in any such action, on account of his living

in, or being an inhabitant of the said town of Dartmouth.

Approved June 27, 1792.
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[May Session, ch. 9.]

AN ACT INCORPOIIATING JOSEPH STORER AND OTHERS FOR
THE PURPOSE OF MAKING A BETTER HARBOUR IN MOUSOM
RIVER IN WELLS.

Preamble. Wherctts it appears to this Courtfrom the representatioyi

of Joseph Storer & others, that Mousom River in Wells,

in the County of York is not at present navigable by Ves-

ing

Forfeitures how
recoverable.
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sels of more than ten tons, that the landing place at the

head of the tide on that river, is conveniently/ situated ivith

respect to the back Country, and that considerable advan-
tages woidd result from maMng that river navigable for
vessels of greater burthen ; And whereas the said Joseph

and others have petitioned this Court, to be incorporated

for the purpose of mahing a convenient harbour in said

river.

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate & House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, that Messieurs Joseph Storer, Clement Storer, Persons incor.

Benjamin Brown esqr. Major \^^illiam Jefferds, John Low ^°'^'' '^

esqr. Messrs James Kimball, Richard Gillpatrick, Joseph
Barnard, John Low junr. Nathaniel Conant, Henry Hart,

John Butland, Nathaniel Spinney, Jesse Larrabee and
Michael Wise with their Associates and Successors, with

all others who may hereafter become proprietors in the

funds which may be raised for the purpose aforesaid so

long as they shall continue proprietors in such funds shall

be a Corporation & Body Politic, under the name of the

proprietors of Mousom harbour in Wells, & by that name
may sue and prosecute, and be sued and prosecuted to

final judgment and execution, and do and sufier all other

acts and things which bodies Politic may, or ought to

do and sufier, and that said Corporation shall and may
have full power and authority to make, have and use a Power & buu-

common Seal, & the same to break, alter and renew at
^^'^"°°'

pleasure.

<& Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the Proprietors au-
.T ., ,1 c ij\ iii' j_ thorized to call

said proprietors, or any three oi them, by advertizement a meeting.

in the papers printed at Portland, may warn or call a meet-

ing of said proprietors to be held at Wells aforesaid, at

any suitable time after fourteen days from the publication

of said advertisement, to agree on such method as may be
thought proper for calling meetings of said proprietors,

for the future, & to do, and transact such matters and
things relating to said propriety, as shall be expressed in

said advertisement ; & the said proprietor's are hereby
impowered, at any legal meeting duly warned for the pur-

pose, to chuse a Clerk, Treasurer, and such other officer To choose om.

or officers, as may be necessary for managing the business

of said Corporation, and every proprietor shall have a

right to vote in the proprietary meeting, according to his

share & interest in the funds aforesaid.
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Preamble. W7iereas in the prosecution of the business aforesaid, it

may be necessary to stop the present course of said River,

by building a Dam across the same, and digging a Canal
from said river to the sea; —

buiidrdamlTnd ^^ ^^ enacted that the said Proprietors be, and they are
open canal. hereby authorized aiid iiupowered to build a Dam across

said River, at any place between the mouth thereof, and
the head of the tide therein, and to turn the present course

of said river, so as that the same may run to the sea at

any place between the present mouth of said river, and
the north easterly part of a certain Cove in said Wells,

called Burk's Cove, & to dig, and open any Canal, which

pe^n^an'^o^nTo™' ^^J ^c necessary for that purpose : And if any person
private iDjury. shall bc damaged in his private pro})erty, by building said

Dam, digging said Canal, or altering the present course

of said River, or in any other way by the said proprietors,

they shall be held & obliged, to make full satisfaction

therefor to the party or parties who may be injured ; &
the damage shall be estimated according to the rules pre-

scribed by law to be observed in estimating damages done
by laying out high ways.

jind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

o/neglect."
'^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ proprictors aforesaid, shall not within twenty

days after being requested thereto, make or tender rea-

sonable satisfaction to the acceptance of the person dam-
aged by them as aforesaid, the person so damaged may
apply to the Court of General Sessions of the peace for

the County of York, for the appointment of a Committee
at his own expence, to estimate the damage so done ; and
the said Court are hereby authorized & empowered, by
Warrant under the Seal thereof, upon such application, if

made within one year from the time of the damage done
as aforesaid, to appoint a Committee of five disinterested

freeholders in the same County, to estimate such damages,
which Committee shall give seasonable notice to the per-

sons making such application, and to the Clerk of the pro-

prietors aforesaid of the time and place of the meeting of

said Committee, who shall be under oath to perform the

said service according to their best skul and judgment,
which having done they, or the major part of them, shall

make return thereof under their hands and Seals to the

next Court of General Sessions of the peace, to be holden

in said County after the same service is performed, to the

end the same may be accepted, allowed and recorded, and
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the Committee so appointed, are empowered and required

to estimate the said damage, & make return thereof as

aforesaid ; & the estimate of the Committee being ac-

cepted by the Court, and judgment entered thereon, exe-

cution shall issue accordingly : Provided that in making
up such judgment, the applicant for such Committee shall

not be allowed any cost if it shall appear that before his

application, a sum equal to, or exceeding the damage esti-

mated by such Committee was actually tendered him,

otherwise, such applicant shall be allowed his full costs
;

& the proprietors of the said Corporation in their indi- Proprietors lia-

vidual capacities are hereby made liable to be taken in cases.

execution on such judgment, & imprisoned in the same
manner, as the inhabitants of any town within this Com-
monwealth are by law liable to be taken and imprisoned

on execution issued upon a Judgment ol^tained against the

town to which they belong, and the execution to be issued

by the said Court shall be in the same form, mutatis

mutandis, & returnable within the same time, as if Judg-
ment had been rendered against said Corporation for a

like sum in damage, on process in a Court of Common
[)leas.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that if any person finds himself agreived by the doings of
aggrieved, may

said Committee in estimating his damages, he may apply ^pp'^^ ^"^
'J^f^

to the said Court of General Sessions of the peace, at the sions.

next session thereof after the acceptance of such return
;

& the said Court are hereby impowered to hear, & finally

determine the same, by a Jury under oath, summoned by
the Sheriff or his Deputy for that purpose, if the person

complaining desires the same, or by a new Committee,

if the person complaining, and the proprietors, agree

thereon ; & if the Jury or Committee agreed upon as

aforesaid, who are to be under oath, shall not increase the

sum of damages, the person complaining shall be held to

pay all costs incurred on that occasion, to be taxed against

him at the said Court of General Sessions, otherwise the

cost & increase of damages shall be paid by the proprie-

tors, &, execution shall issue therefor, & be levied in man-
ner before expressed.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the proprietors aforesaid be and they hereby are Proprietors em-
\ • y n -t Dill lo powered to pur-

authorized & empowered to purchase & hold to them & chase reai

their Successors forever, so much land and real estate as
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mtiy become necessary for carrying into effect the pur-

poses aforesaid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^
Toll granted,

^j^g^^ ^q^, ^|-jg pnrpose of reimbursing the said Proprietors

the money which they may expend in building said Dam,
digging said Canal, and altering the course of said river,

a toll be, & hereby is granted for the sole benefit of the

said proprietors to be paid for all lumber which shall be
transported in rafts, boats or other vessels through the said

Canal by the transporters of such lumber according to the
— Kates. rates following— Viz. for every thousand feet of boards,

joist, plank or timber, to be reckoned in board measure,
eight pence, for every thousand of pipe staves, one shil-

ling, for every thousand of hogshead staves eight pence,

for every thousand of barrell staves six pence, for every
thousand of hoops, one shilling for every thousand of

Clapboards, one shilling, for every thousand of shingles

or laths two pence, for every shook hogshead, one penny,
for every thousand feet of oar rafters, five shillings, for

every Cord of Wood eight pence, which toll the said Pro-
prietors may demand and receive for the space of fifty

years from the time of passing this Act and no longer.
Collector of toll And be it further enacted bii the authority aforesaid, that
appointed. •it-». ^ ^^ f • . ^ ^ .

the said Proprietors shall irom time to time appoint some
suitable person Collector of toll, who shall constantly at-

tend at some convenient place for the purpose of receiving

said toll which may be demanded at the time of passing

through said Canal, & if the transporter of any article

through said Canal, on which a toll is allowed by this act,

shall neglect or refuse to pay such toll, the same may be
recovered by action of debt, or the case, for the use of

said proprietors by any one of them, or any person by
them appointed Collector of said toll before any justice of

the Peace for said County, if the amount of the toll due
shall not exceed the sum of four pounds, and if the same
shall exceed that sum, then before the Court of Common
Pleas for the same County, saving a right of appeal as in

other cases.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

^gggj""'' '" that if the said Proprietors, shall neglect for the space of

three years from the time of passing this Act, to compleat
such Dam and Canal in manner aforesaid, then this Act
shall be void and of no effect. Approved June 27, 1792.


