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1800.— Chapter 22.

[May Session, ch. 22.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE SUNDRY PERSONS IN THE TOWNS
OF ROCHESTER IN THE COUNTY OF PLYMOUTH, AND NEW
BEDFORD, IN THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL, INTO A RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY, BY THE NAME OF THE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
AND SOCIETY IN ROCHESTER AND NEW BEDFORD.

Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Senate, and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That Jesse Tripp, Joshua Snow,
jun., Elias Dexter, Nathan Maxhani, Elizabeth Dexter,
Benjamen Hammond the second, John Dexter, Putnam
Randall, Simeon Randall, Abner Howard, William How-
ard, Joshua Besse, Abraham Tinkhain, Andrew Tinkham,
Benjamen Perkins, Henry Smith, Lemuel Randall, Jesse

Tripp, jun., Benjamen Hammond, the fourth, Silvanus

Westgate, John Simmons, Ebenezer Snow, Thomas Sher-

man, the second, John Winslow, Benjamen Bowles,
Seth Hammond, Jacob Kenny, David Mitchell, John
Holmes, Nathaniel Hammond, Joseph Davis, Nathan
Briggs, Nathaniel Besse, Ephraim Meiggs, Stephen Wing,
Joseph Lovett, James Brownell, Cook Brownell, Jethro
Randall, John Clark, Thomas Ellis, Malachi Ellis, Charles

Tinkham, Samuel Bowles, Samuel Bowles, jun. Asa
Nichols, Reuben Tinkham, John Rouse, Thaddeus Stut-

son, Joseph Snow, David Randall, Clement Randall, John
Beard, John M. Beard, Zephaniah Sherman, Amaziah
Bowles, Henry Higgins, Stafford Hammond, Cephas
Cushman, John Edwards, Isaac Bowles, Silvanus Ham-
mond, Thomas Parlow, Samuel Temple, William Parlow,
David Parlow, Richard Greene, Seth Randall, Samuel
Randall, Paul Winslow, Dorcas Winslow, and William
Shaw, together with such others as may hereafter associate

with them, with their families and estates, be, and they are

hereby incorporated into a religious society, by the name
of, The United Baptist Church and Society in Rochester
and New Bedford, with all the powers, privileges, rights,

and immunities, to which other Parishes are entitled by
the Constitution and Laws of this Commonwealth.
Sec 2. Be it further enacted, That any person living

within either of the said towns of Rochester and New Bed-
ford, of the denomination aforesaid, who may at any time

hereafter, actually become a member of, and unite in re-
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ligeous worship with the said Society, in said Rochester

and New Bedford, and shall give in his, or her name to

the Clerk of the Town, or Parish, to which he, or she

belongs, with a Certificate, signed by the Minister or

Clerk of the said society, that he or she hath actually

become a member of, and united in religious worship with

the said United Baptist Church and Society in Rochester

and New Bedford, fourteen days previous to the Town or

parish meeting therein to be held in the Month of March,

or April annually, shall, from and after giving such Cer-

tificate, with his or her families and estate, be considered

as a member of said Society : Provided however, That such

person shall be held to pay his or her proportion, of all

Monies assessed, or voted in the town or parish, to which

he or she belonged previous to that time.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That when any member how to leave

of said Society shall see cause to leave the same, and unite
theB0Ciety-

in religious worship with any other Religious Society in

the town or parish, in which he or she may live, and shall

give in his or her name to the Clerk of the said Baptist

Religious Society, with a certificate, signed by the Minis-

ter, or Clerk of the parish, or other incorporated Religious

Society, with which he, or she may unite, that he or she

hath actually become a member of, and united in religious

worship with such other Parish, or other incorporated Re-
ligious Society, fourteen days previous to their annual

meeting in March or April, and shall pay his, or her pro-

portion of all monies voted in said society, to be raised

previous thereto, such person shall from and after giving

such certificate, with his or her family and estate, be con-

sidered as a member of the said society to which he or

she hath so united.

Sec. 4. Aiidte. it further enacted, That Elisha Rug- First meeting,

gles, Esq. be, and he is hereby authorised to issue his

warrant, directed to some suitable member of the said

Society, qualified to vote in parish affairs, requiring him
to warn the Members of the said society to assemble at

some suitable time and place, as shall be appointed in said

warrant to choose such officers as Parishes are by Law,
empowered to choose in the Month of March, or April

annually, and to transact all other matters and things

necessary to be done for the benefit of said Society, which
other Parishes are authorized by Law to transact.

Approved June 17, 1800.


