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CHAP. XLII.

An ad to incorporate certain perfons by the name of the

'

Proprietors of the Boilon Athenaeum.

Whereas, the perfons hereinafter named,

la of their affociation IS to iorm ».tai .s th .r m

Ihall f--"-^ '°'™:,\'™; and XlJe works, ir. an-

ftnfive colleaion oi iuch r^^- ^""
,.

j, ^^ ,,e ^et
cient and modern

l-S-g-'i,.^V,taeemed ndilpeniible to

with in our country but
^-^>;;^

a^^^^
^.„, ^dences. And

thofe who
^^-""'f PXt d f in of the faid allociates, when

whereas it is the turtnei a^u^M
muftum of nat-

urai and aitslicial curumi
j f ^jnceofexper-

arranged ; alfo, an app«fo^ ,
",rtu a philofophy, and

iment:, in the various blanches o uati-r v J •'
j-^^.

for geographical improvements as well as a repu
)

xnod^lslf new andf*"'

-^ti^'an^ more efpecia^ ^ of

c^^tti^rhnSieiSb^^
,„ce partiaUy^xraed ~^^^^^^^

'fr^oh^S J^^ckmhifteV, oSiah Rkh, the prefent tniftoes

Siaid\"Sion,'tosether with i-h oUier perfon or

;,.rrons as fliall from time to time be duly ad.mt.ed mem,

r the fo d affociation, according to the ™les orcU-is

and c nditions which {hail or may trom time to .me be
^

SabUlhed by the bye-laws - -|"^-"L1 far'^^br/nd

fe l':ret;rc=n Sy POH^^C and corporat'e bv^
they haeDy aie

.

f ^^^ Lofton Atnena^um

;

- *Xr .i/« rh"lUnd may fue and be fued P^^^^^^^^

,^„,,.„. and bl impleaded, de^nd -d
^^^

e'^"^^;^'

^.".^LrK

S:^;i- S::;:^iS:Xo^-c:^^:sUatloever.a.dinth<^



BOSTON ATHENiEUM COR. Feb. 13, Ai . 180?. 3i

faid corporate capacity, and by their faid name, they and
their iuccelTors (hall be capable in law to purchafe, receive,

have, hold, take, pollefs and enjoy, in fee liiiiple or other-

wife, lands, tenements, rents, and hereditaments, not ex-

ceeding in the whole, the yearly value of Tzvo Thoiifand

Dollars, c xclufive of the building or buildings which may
be actually occupied or ufed for the literary purpofes afore-

laid ; and the faid Corporation fliall be capable of taking,

receiving, and holding, by donation, fubfcription, bequeli

or otherwife, money,; goods, chattels, effe<5ls, and credits,

to an amount, the yearly value of which, ihall not exceed
Three Tboufand Dollars, fo that the eftate aforefaid, be ap-

propriated for the purpofes aforefaid, and for the promo-
tion of literature, of the arts and fciences, and not other-

wife j and moreover, the faid Corporation fliall have power
to give, grant, fell, alien, convey, exchange, or leafe, all, or

any part of their lands, tenements and other property what-
ioever, for the benefit and advantage of faid Corporation.

Sect. 2. Be itfurther enabled. That it fliall and may be common Seal

lawful for the faid Corporation, to have a Common Seal for

their ufe and benefit, with full power to alter, change and
renew it, whenever they fliall think the fame expedient.

Sect. 3. Be itfurther enaded. That the faid Corporation Todctemiiv

fliall have full power and authority to determine at what times of mce:

times and places their meetings fliall be holden, and on the
'"^''

manner of notifying the affociates or proprietors to con-
vene at fuch meetings ; and they fliall have power to elect

once in every year, or oftener, from amongft the faid pro-
prietors, fuch officers with fuch powers as they fliall judge
expedient ; and alfo further to ordain and enact any bye-
laws for the due govcrnm.cnt of the faid Corporation, and
for the due and orderly conducting of the affairs thereof;
and for, and concerning all matters and things relating to
faid Corporation, and the fame at pleafure to alter, amend,
or repeal ; Provided hoivei'er, that the powers vefl:ed in their
faid oflicers and the faid bye-laws fliall not be repugnant to
the Conftitution and laws of thij Commonwealth.

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted. That, for the giving the impofe pwiaV

more eftec'rual fanction to the faid bye-laws, the faid propri-
^'''•

etors fliall have power to impofe fuitabie fines, not exceed-
ing Five Dollars, for the non-fulfilment or breach of the
fame ; and that for the recovery thereof, the faid Corpora-
tion fliall have a fuitabie remedy by acTion at law, in any
court of law within this Commonwealth, proper to try the
fame,

S£CT„
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Sect. 5. Be itfurther enacted. That the Governor, the

Lieutenant Governor, the Members of the Council, of the

Senate and of the Houfe of Reprcfentatives, for the time
being, fliall liave free accefs to the Library, Mufeum, and
Repofitory of tlie Fine Arts of the faid Corporation, and
may vifit and confult the fame at all times under the fame
regulations as may be provided by the bye-laws of faid Cor-
poration, for the Proprietors thereof.

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted. That the Legiflature of

this Commonwealth, may^ from time to time, appoint a

committee or committees, to examine the ftate of the .af-

fairs of faid Corporation, apd the manner in which the

fame may be adminiftcred, and that the faid Legiflature

may at any time alter, amend, or repeal the charter of faid

Corporation at their pleafure, referving however, to the

proprietors for the time being, their property in the build-

ings, funds, books, and other property, at fuch time apper-

taining to the laid Corporation.

Sect. 7. Be itfurther e?iacted. That whenever any pro-

prietor fhail negleft or refufe to pay any affeirment, ciuly

impofed upon his (hare or fhares in faid Corporation, for

the fpace of fixty days after the time fet for the payment
thereof, the Treafurer of the faid Corporation is hereby au-

thorized to fell at public vendue, the Ihare or fliares of fuch

delinquent proprietor, after duly notifying in fome newf-

paper printed in the town of Bofton, the fum due on fuch

ihare or fliares, and the time and place of fale, at leafl: thirty

days before the time of fale ; and fuch fl\le fliall be a fufti-

cient transfer of the fhare or fhares fo fold to the perfon

purchafmg ; and upon producing a certificate of fuch fale

from the treafurer, fuch purchafer fliall be entitled to a

transfer of the fliare or fliares fo fold, on the books of the

Corporation, and fliall be confidered, to all intents and pur-

pofes, the proprietor thereof; and the overplus of fuch fale,

if any there be, after payment of fuch aflcflhient and inci-

dental charges, fliall be paid on demand by fuch treafurer,

to the perfon whofe fliares v/ere fo fold as is before pro-

vided.

Si-CT. B. Be itfurther cnacled. That the faid Theophilus
Parfons, John Davis, John LoweU, William Emerfon, John
T. Kirkland, Peter Thacher, William S. Shaw, Robert H.
Gardner, Jofeph S. Buckminfter, Obadiah Rich, or any
three of them, fliall have power to call the firfl: meeting of

the faid propietors, by advertifmg the fame three weeks,

fucceflivelv, before the time of fuch nieetinsr, in fome newf
paper
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paper printed in the town of Bofton, and that at the faid
nieeting tlie fl^id proprietors may proceed to execute any or
:iU the powers yefted in them in this ad.

[This ad pafled February 13, 180?.]

CHAP. XLIIL

An ad, determining at what times and place the Court of

1 cace, ihall be holder, withm and for the county of Brii:
tol, and tor repcaUng all laws heretofore made for that
purpofe.
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