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CHAP. LXIX.

An Act to resrulate the Prison in the County .of Suffolk.

Sec. 1. -OE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That any person who is now or may-

be imprisoned for debt, in the county of Suffolk, either Liberty of

upon mesne process or execution, shall be permitted and Prisoners,

allowed to have a room and lodging in any of the houses

or apartments belonging to any individual situated within

the exterior boundaries of the gaol yard, m the said county,

upon obtaining the consent of the owner or occupant of

such building, house or other apartment, and liberty to

reside therein, both in the night and day time, and the

same apartment shall be a part of the Prison.

Sec 2. Be it further enacted, That this act shall con-

tinue in force until the first of March next, and no longer.

[This act passed June 25, 181L]

CHAP. LXX.

An Act to establish The First Baptist Society in

Hallowell.

Sec 1. XjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatwes in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That George Bartlett, James
Hinckley, Thomas Hinckley, Thomas Norris, Simeon^ . .

Norris, Jonathan Hains, Thomas L. Hovey, William corpo/ated.

Door, Samuel Corr, Ralph Blake, Daniel Norcross 2d.

Jacob Carter, Thomas Norcross, Shubael Hinckley,

Jeremiah Littlefield, Dean Wyman, Oliver Wyman,
Elizabeth Andross, George Andross, Bracket Andross,

George Littlefield, Ansel Nye, Thomas Laughton,
Elijah Handy, of Hallowell and Augusta, in the county of

Kennebeck, with their families and estates, together with

such others as may associate with them and their succes-

sors agreeably to the provisions of this act, be, and they
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Method of
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are hereby incorporated and established as a rehgious
society by the name of The First Baptist Society in Hal-
lowell, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to

all the duties of other parishes and religious societies,

according to the constitution and laws of this Common-
wealth.

Sec 2. Be it further enacted^ That when any per-

son in the towns of Hallowell and Augusta aforesaid, who
may desire to join with, and become a member of said

Baplist society, shall declare such intention in writing to

the clerk of said society fourteen days at least previous to

the annual mecrting of said society, and shall receive a

certificate signed by said clerk, which certificate shall set

forth, that he or she has actually united with, and become
a member of said society, and shall also leave an attested

copy of such certificate under the hand of said clerk, with

the clerk of the town, parish, or society, to which he or

she did belong on or before the last day of April next
ensuing, and said certificate shall further set forth that he

or she has constantl}^ attended public worship with said

Baptist society, for at least six months next preceding

the said last day of April, such person from the date of

such certificate shall be considered a member of said

Baptist society, with his or her polls and estate, and shall

be exempted from all future taxation for the support of

pqblic worship in the town, parish or society, which such
person has left as aforesaid.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That when any mem-
ber of the said Baptist society shall desire to leave the

same and join in religious worship with any other religious

society in Hallowell or Augusta, and shall give notice of

such intention in writing to the clerk of said town or other

society fourteen days at least previous to the annual meet-

ing of such other society, and shall receive a certificate of

membership signed by the clerk thereof, setting forth that

he or she has constantly attended public worship with said

society, for at least one year previous to the said meeting

of said societ}'^, and shall also leave an attested copy of

such certificate, signed by said clerk, with the clerk of the

said society, he or she did belong to, on or before the last

day of April then next ensuing, such person shall be con-

sidered a member of the town, parish, or society, which

he or she may so joinj with their polls and estates, and
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shall be exempted from all further taxation for the support

of public worship in the society he or she hath left as afore-

said : Provided however, That in ervery case of secession

every such person shall be held to pay his or her propor-

tion of all parish or society taxes already assessed, or other

charges in the society from which such person has seceded,

being assessed and not paid previous to leaving such -

society.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of

the Peace in the county of Kennebeck, upon application ^yarrant to

therefor, is hereby authorised to issue his warrant directed be issued,

to some member of said Baptist society, requesting him
to notify and warn the members thereof to meet at such

time and place as shall be expressed in said warrant, for the

choice of such officers as parishes or religious societies are

by law empowered to choose at their annual meeting, and
all acts or doings of all such officers so chosen shall be
legal and binding until others are chosen in their stead, as

if they were chosen at any annual meeting of a parish or

religicj^is society, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

[This act passed June 25, 1811.]

CHAP. LXXI.

An Act to limit the Tenure in office of Sheriff.

B>E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That as soon as conveniently may-

be after the passing of this act, the Governor, with the

advice of Council, shall nominate and appoint some suit- . , .

able person in each county in this Commonwealth, who ofTffice!'"

shall be Sheriff of the said county, and the Governor shall

remove from office all Sheriffs now in commission, who
shall not be reappointed, and the persons so appointed

shall be commissioned by the Governor for the term of

five years ; Provided however, That the Governor, with

advice of Council, may remove any Sheriff to be appointed

as aforesaid, at any time when he may think proper within

the said term of five years.

[This act pas^sed June 25, 1811.]


