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pensation out of any money arising from the fund afore-

said; but if entitled to any, shall have and receive the same
of the parish, as shall be mutually agreed on. And said

trustees and their successors shall exhibit to the parish at Trustees

their annual meeting in March or April, a regular and fair directed to

statement of their doings ; and said trustees and each of count's aniiu-

them, shall be responsible to the parish for their personal ^ib-

negligence or misconduct, whether they be officers or not,

and liable to a suit for any loss or damage arising thereby,

the debt or damage recovered in such suit, to be for the use
aforesaid.

Sec 9. Be itfurther enacted^ That Edward Thompson
be, and he hereby is authorized to fix the time and place
for holding the first meeting of the trustees, and to notify

each trustee thereof.

[This act passed 25th February^ 1812.]

CHAP. CXXXVII.

An Act for dividing the county of Hampshire, and erecting

and forming the southerly part thereof into a separate

county, by the name of Hampden.

Sec 1. JDE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That the county of Hampshire be,

and hereby is divided ; and the following towns, in the County

southerly part thereof be, and hereby are erected and"^*^^^^'

formed into a county by the name of Hampden, that is to

say, Springfield, Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Monson,
Holland, Brimfield, South Brimfield, Palmer, Ludlow,
West Springfield, Westfield, Montgomery, Russell, Blan- eluded.'

ford, Granville, Southwick, Tolland, and Chester, of which
Springfield shall be the shire town ; and that all that part of

said county of Hampshire, included within the boundaries of

the towns before mentioned, shall be deemed and taken to

compose the said county of Hampden. And the inhabit-

ants of the said county of Hampden shall have, use, ex-

ercise and enjoy all such powers, rights, privileges, and

immunities, as by the constitution and laws of this Com-
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monvvealth, other counties within the same have, use, ex^

crcise and enjoy.

Sec. 2. jind be itfurther enacted^ That the said county

of Hampden shall belong to, and be comprehended within

the Western Circuit of the Circuit Court of Common
Court of Pleas, and that there shall be held and kept within and for

Common said couuty of Hampden, a Circuit Court of Common
itehed.^^*^* Pleas, to sit at Springfield aforesaid, at such limes, in each

year, as shall be established by law ; and the Justices which
compose the Circuit Court of Common Pleas for the

Western Circuit, shall have, hold, exercise, and enjoy,

within said county of Hampden, all the powers which are

given to, and are lawfully exercised by them in other

counties within said Western Circuit ; and all appeals from

any judgment, order, or decree of said Circuit Court within

said county of Hampden, shall be heard and tried at the

Supreme Judicial Courts hereafter to be holden, as by law

shall be provided, within and for said county of Hampden.
Sec. 3. And be it further efiactedy That all causes

which may be peflding by appeal, writ of error, certiorari,

or otherwise, in the Supreme Judicial Court within said

county of Hampden, and which are by law required to be

heard, tried, and decided upon, by three or more of the

Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall and may be

of Supreme ^'^^^^j tried, and decided on by such Supreme Judicial

Judicial Court, which is now by law to be holden annually in the
Court.

g^jfj county of Hampshire; and that writs of error, certiorari,

and other suits, writs or processes, which by law are to

be heard and determined by three or more of the Justices

of said Supreme Judicial Court, and which are brought

and sued out, on any suits or proceedings in any of the

courts of the said county of Hampden, or on any matters

originating within the same county, may be brought and
made immediately returnable to such Supreme Judicial

Court, next to be holden at said Northampton, and by
three or more of the Justices thereof, heard and deter--

mined ; and all appeals from any order, decree, or doings

of theJudge ofProbate for the said county ofHampden, shall

be made to the Supreme Judicial Court next to be holden

at said Northampton by three or more Justices of said

court. And the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, in

the said county of Hampden, shall attend all such Supreme
Judicial Courts to be holdfcn at said Northampton, at
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which three or more of the Justices thereof are required

to attend, with all the papers in his office filed in, and
relating to any causes pending in the Supreme Judicial

Court in the county of Hampden, and in which any bills

of exceptions are filed, or any motions for new trials made,

or in which any question is rei>erved for the opinion of

such Supreme Judicial Court ; and the said clerk, on the

first day of the sitting of such court, and at the opening

thereof, shall exhibit to, and furnish the Justices thereof

with a list of all such causes, and shall make and keep a

record of the doings of the same court, relative to all such

causes; and the Justices of the same court mav, and hereby . ..

,
11*'

1
Justices

are authorized to make such orders and deci'ees, and ren- authorized

der such judgments on all such actions, and on all appeals

from said Judge of Probate, as they might, had the same
originated within the said county of Hampshire; and that

such Supreme Judicial Court so to be holdcn at said

Northampton, as aforesaid, for all such actions, appeals

and other matters, may be holden there, as well for the

said county of Hampden as for the said county of Hamp-
shire.

Sec 4. Jnd be it further enacted. That the Register of

Deeds in the Southern District for the registering of deeds

in the county of Hampshire, and by this act included in said may'ho?"! his

county of Hampden, shall continue to hold his said office oilice.

during the term for which he was chosen ; and after this

act shall take effect, shall be Register, for the registering

of all deeds and conveyances of lands, and of executions

levied on lands, and all other instruments required by law

to be registered for the said county of Hampden, during

the term for which he was chosen for said Southern Dis-

trict, and shall thenceforward be holden to pay over to the

Treasurer of the said county of Hampden, the duties by

law payable on the registering of deeds and other convey-

ances in the said registry ; and sliall, as soon as may be after

a Treasurer of said county of Hampden shall be appointed

or chosen, make and execute a bond to such Treasurer,

according to the law in that behalf niade.

Sec 5. And be itfurther enacted^ That all officers within officers an-

the said county of Hampden, having authority to commit thorized

prisoners to jail, shall be authorized, for the term of five
p^isoncvsf

years, to commit their prisoners to the jail in the county of

Hampshire; and all writs of execution, warrants, mittimus-

A a a a
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ses, and precepts of every kind, issued by lawful authority

in said county of Hampden, or against any person in the

same, and directed to any officer within said county of

Hcimpden, and in which the place of commitment is re-

quired to be, or is usually mentioned, shall be made con-

formable to the authorit) hereby given to the officer's

aioresaid, during the said term, unless before the expira-

tion of said term of live years a jail shall have been erected

within said county of Hampden, and by the proper court

declared to be in a state fit for the reception and confine-

ment of prisoners ; and the keeper of said jail, at said
Duties of Northampton, be required, at the opening of each Supreme
j^i ceiJtr.

ju(^iQia} (;^ourt, and of each Circuit Court ofCommon Pleas

in said county of Hampden, to lay before the same a list of all

prisoners then in his custody, and committed to the said jail

pursuant to the authority herein given; and that the keeper

of said jail be required to keep and detain all such prison-

ers until delivered therefrom by order or due course of law;

and that the courts aforesaid, so to be holden in said county
sbeiifF of Hampden, be, and hereby eire authorized to direct the
auUiouzeci.

gj^^j-jflf ^f ^^ij couuty of Hampdcu, or his deputy, to take

from said jail any prisoner committed as aforesaid to said

jail, for any crime committed within said county of Hamp-
den, and him detain, keep and have before such courts,

that such prisoner may be dealt with according to law, or

may order such prisoner to be discharged, where no cause

of detaining him in jail exists; and that said courts, and
any Justice of the Peace for said county of Hampden,
when imprisonment may be a part of any sentence passed

on any person convicted of any crime, may order such per-

son to be imprisoned in the jail aforesaid, or that he there

be detained until he pay any fine and cost imposed on him
by any of said courts ; and that said jail be, to all intents

and purposes, for the term aforesaid, a jail, as well for said

county of Hampden as for said county of Hampshire ; and
^ that said county of Hampden be chargeable with all the

expenses arising from any prisoners there committed from

said county, in the same manner as other counties are, in

regard to their own jails.

Ttestdence of ^^^' ^' "'^"^ ^^ ^^ fuTtlu'r ctiactcd, That tlic Justiccs of

jiisiicts, the Peace for the county of Hampshire, who shall, upon
the division of the same, reside in the county of Hampden,
shall be, and are hereby declared to be Justices of the
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Peace for said county of Hampden, during the time for

which they were appointed and commissioned, unless re-

moved from office, according to the provision in the con-

stitution in that respect.

Sec 7. And be itfurther enacted. That all assessments

of county taxes already made, or which may be made in

said county of Hampshire, and upon the several towns
therein, before this act takes effect, shall be paid to the

Treasurer of said county of Hampshire ; and the said

Treasurer is hereby authorized to enforce the payment Treasurer

thereof, as well after this act takes effect as before, as in authorized.

manner by law prescribed.

Sec 8. And be it further enai^'ed, That the Clerk of

the courts in said county of Hampden be, and hereby is

required and authorized to issue veniries for Jurors, to authorized

such towns as he shall think proper, in said county, until

the said county shall be districted by the Court of Ses-

sions for said county, for that purpose.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted. That whenever any
person shall be committed to the jail in Northampton for

not recognizing or finding sureties of the peace, pursuant
to an order of any Justice of the Peace for said county of

Hampden, any Justice of the Peace for said county of
Hampshire may take recognizance of any such person,

according to such order ; and whenever any person is

committed to said jail on execution, bv any officer in said

county of Hampden, and wishes to take the benefit of the

law provided for those who are unable to support them-
selves in prison, and pay prison charges, any Justice of the

Peace for the said county of Hampshire, and of the Quo- Justice

rum, are hereby authorized to do and transact all matters authorized.

and things respecting such persons, that they are by law
authorized to do, in case such person was committed by
the Sheriff of said county of Hampshire, or his Deputy.
Sec 10. And be it further enacted, That the Court of

Sessions for said county of Hampden may, at the first term
of the same, appoint some suitable person, being a free- court may
holder in said county, who being duly qualified according appoint

to law, shall be Treasurer of said county until some person Treasured.

shall be chosen and qualified in manner bylaw prescribed.

Sec 11. And be itfurther enacted. That the said county
of Hampden shall be entitled to a share in all monies in

the hands of the Treasurer of the county of Hampshire,
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and of all sums of money due on taxes or other debts due
to said county of Hanipshire, according to the taxes paid
in the last county tax for said county, by the said towns in

said county of Hampden, in proportion to the whole tax
last assessed ; and of other moveable property belonging
to said county of Hampshire, deducting therefrom all sums
due from said county of Hampshire when this act takes

effect.

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted. That this act shall

take effect and be in force from and after the first day of
August next.

[This act passed 25th February, 1812.]

CHAP. CXXXVHI.

An Act to establish the Town of Seekonk.

Sec. 1. XjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That the westerly part of Rc;ho-

both in the county of Bristol, as described within the fol-

Tfvv!i incor- ^*-^^^^"S bounds, with the inhabitants thereon, be, and they
p;M:i-.cd. are hereby incorporated into a separate town, by the name

of Seekonk, viz. Beginning at a rock in the line between
the townsof Attleborough,and Rehoboth which is the north-

east corner boundary of the west precinct in said Rehoboth;
thencesouthfourdegrecswestuntilitstrikesthe line between
the towns of Swanzey and said Rehoboth ; thence westerly

by Swanzey line till it strikes the line between said Reho-
fft -vlMrics both and the State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
»c,ii!ijcci. tions ; thence following the line between the State of

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and said Reho-
both, till it comes to the south- west corner of the town of At-
tleborough ; thence easterly by the line between the towns
of Attleborough and Rehoboth to the first mentioned
bounds ; and the said town of Seekonk is hereby vested
with all the powers and privileges, rights and immunities,
and subject to all the duties to which other towns are

cntided and subjected by the constitution or Vvws of this

Commonwealth,


