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for all their services and expenses incurred by them
respectively, in executing the duties required of thenoL

by this \ct.

[Approved by the Governor, February S, 1816.]

CHAP. LV.

An Act to incorporate the First Baptist Society

in Hardwick.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted hy the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and hy

the authority of the saihe, That John Raymond, Elisha
Sturtevant, Seth Willis, Enos Mewland, Massa New-
land, Benjamin Rider, Timothy Hathaway, John Person

Croff, Lemuel Wheeler, David Elwell, Judah Simonds,poi=*t<^^

Judah Marsh, Gamaliel Collins, Asa Sturtevant, John
Wetherell, Jeremiah Newland, Daniel Barrows, A-
quilla Collins Jonah Collins, Cai'y Howard, Jeremiah
Campbell, Jeremiah Campbell, jun. Lemuel Gilbert,

Aaron Marsh, Zenas Marsh, Cary Howard, jun. and
Isaac Barlow, members of the First Baptist Society,

with their polls and estates, be, and they are hereby
incorporated as a Religious Society, for religious pur-

poses only, by the name of the First Baptist Society
in Hardwick, with all the powers and privileges u-

sually exercised and enjoyed by other Religious So-
cieties, according to the Constitution and Laws of this

Commonwealth.
Sec. 3 Be it farther enacted, That any inhabi-

tant, living in either of the towns of Hardwick, in the

county of Worce-iter, and Greenwich and Ware in the

county of Hampshire, who may hereafter desire to be-

come a member of the said First Baptist Society in Membershi-r

Hardwick, shall have a right so to do, by declaring

such desire and intention in writing, and delivering

the same to the clerk of the said Baptist Society, fi'teen

days before the annual meeting of tlie said Society ;

and shall also deliver a copy of the same to the town
clerk, or to the clerk of any other religious Society

with which such person has been before connected.
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fifteen days before the annual meeting thereof. And
if such person doth receive, and can produce a certi-

ficate of admission, certifying that he or she has u-

nited with and become a member thereof, such person,

from the date of said certificate, with Ids or her polls

and estate, shall be considered members of the said

First Baptist Society, and shall be exempted from

taxation towards the support of any other Religious

Society in the town or parish where such person may
dwell.

Skc. 3. Be it further enacted, That when any

member of the said First Baptist Society in Hardwick
may see cause to secede therefrom, and to unite with

Comiitionofse-any other Religious Society in the town where such
ocssiou.

person may dwell, the same forms and process, of a

written declaration and certificates shall be made re-

quired and given, mutatis mutavdis, as is prescribed

and required in the second section of this Act; iiro-

vided always^ that in every case of secession from one

society and joining to another, the person so seceeding,

shall be holtlen in law to pay his or her proportion or

assessment of all parochial or society debts and ex-

penses, which have been voted and assessed, and not

paid prior to such secession.

Sfc. 4. Be it furiher enacted, That any Justice

of the Peace for the county of Worcester, upon ap-

plication therefor, be, and he is hereby empowered to

jn.stice to Issue issue a Warrant, directed to a freehold inhabitant, and
ivarraut. member of the said First Baptist Society in Hardwick,

requiring him to notify and warn the members thereof,

to meet at such convenient time and place as shall be

appointed in the said warrant, to organize the said

Society by the election and appointment of its officers.

[Approved by the CTOvernor, February 3, 1816.}


