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CHAP. XCVl.

An Act incorporating certain persons for the purpose
of building a Bridge over Kennebecli river, between
the towns of Anson and Madison.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Mepresentatives, in ieneral Court assembled, and hy

the authority of the same^ That William Parliu, Na-
than Houghton, Benjamin Ellis, Ephraim Heald. John Pn sons incoi:

Ellis, William Adams, Hemon Moor, John Ellis, Jan.
'"'"'"^

and Benjamin Hilton, together with such others as

may hereafter associate with them and their successors

and assigns, shall be a Corporation, by the name of

the Proprietors of Madison Bridge, and by that name
piay sue and be sued to final judgment and execution,

and may do and suffer all such matters, acts and things

which bodies politic may and ought to do and suffer

;

and that said Corporation shall have full power and
authority to make, have, and use a common seal, and Poweua.

the same to break, alter and renew at pleasure ; and
the said Corporation shall be, and they are hereby
authorized to erect a Bridge over Kennebeck river, at

the place called Norridgewock Falls, at the narrowest
part of said river, between the upper pitch and the

lowest pitch of the said falls, on the west side of said

Kennebeck river to a point or place between the mills

called Ellis and Hale's mills, and land owned by
]S'athan Houghton, on the east side of the river afore-

said. And the said Bridge shall be well built, of good
materials, not less than twenty-four feet wide, and
well covered v/ith plaijk or timber, with sufficient rails

on each side for the safety of passengers.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That any three of

the persons before named, may call the first meeting of

the said proprietors, l)y an advertisement in the Hal- Meeting called.

lowell Gazette, in three successive papers, the last pub-
lication to be at least fourteen days prior to the time

appointed for such meeting ; and the said proprietors,

by a vote of a majority of those present, accounting and
allowing one vote to each share, (provided no person
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either by his own right or by proxy, shall be entitled

to more than ten votes) shall choose a Clerk, who shall

be sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of his of-

fice ; also may, at the same time, or at any subsequent

meeting choose such other officers as may be found
necessary for managing the business of said Corpora-
tion, and shall agree on a method of calling future meet-

ings ; may make and establish such rules and regula-

tions as shall be deetiied convenient and necessary for

regulating said Corporation, for effecting, completing
and executing the purposes aforesaid, and f(>r collecting

the toll herein granted ; and the same rules and regu-

lations may cause to be observed and executed ; and
for tlie breach of any of them, may order and enjoin

fines and penalties not exceeding twenty dollars
;
pro-

vided, that said rules and regulations be not repugnant
to tlie Laws and Constitution of this Commonwealth.

Sec. 8. fie itfurther enacted, That a toll be, and
Jiereby is granted and established, for the use and bene-

fit of said Corporation, according to the rates following,

to wit, for each passenger or one person passing said
Kate of tolls.

]Bi.i(ige^ t^vo ccnts ; one person and horse six cents and
one quarter of a cent ; a single horse cart, sled, or

sleigh, eight cents ; each wheel-barrow, hand-cart and
every other vehicle capable of carrying a like weight
three cents ; each team including cart, sled, or sleigh

drawn by more than one beast and not exceeding four,

twelve cents and five mills ; and for every additional

beast above four two cents ; each single horse and
chaise, chair or sulkey, seventeen cents ; each coach,

chariot, phseton and curricle thirty-seven cents and an
half cent ; neat cattle and horses, exclusive of those

rode on, or in carriages, or in teams, two cents each
;

sheep and swine, for each dozen six cents and a quar-

ter of a cent ; and at the same rate for a greater or less

number ; and the same toll shall be paid for all car-

riages passing said Bridge, whether the same be load-

ed or not, and to each team one man, and no more, shall

be allowed as a driver, to pass free from payment of

toll ; and at all times when the toll gatherer shall not at-

tend his duty at the said bridge, the gate or gates shall

be left open. And the said toll shall commence on the

day of the first opening of the said Bridge for passen-
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gers, and shall continue for and d\iring the term of se-

venty-five years from the said day, and be collected as

shall be prescribed by said Corporation
; provided the

said proprietors shall, at all times, keep said Bridge in

good repair, and at the end of the said term deliver the

same to the Commonwealth for their use
;
provided also,

that at the place where the toll shall be collected, there

shall be constantly kept on a board or sign, exposed to

©pen view, the rates of toll in legible letters.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That if the said Cor-

poration shall neglect or refuse, for the space of two Proviso.

years from the passing of this act, to build and complete

said Bridge, then this act shall be void and of no effect.

Sec, 5. Be it further enacted, That all persons

with their carriages and horses, passing to and from Exemptions.

their usual places of public worship, and all persons

passing to or from funerals, and all persons passing on
military duty, be. and hereby are exempted from paying
the toll required by this act.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That at the expira- Limitatio»ef

tion of ten years from the opening of said Bridge, the

General Court may regulate anew, the rates of toll re-

ceivable thereat.

[Approved by the Governor, February 13, 1816.]

CHAP. XCVIL

An Act to set off the south east part of Thompson Pond
Plantation, and annex the same to the town of

;New. Gloucester.

Sec. 1. ijE it enacted hj the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That all that part of Thomp-
son Pond Plantation, in the county of Cumberland,
which is described within the following bounds, viz. :

Beginning at the south east corner of said plantation ; ^<"^'i^»J^i*'

thence south west adjoining New-Gloucester line to the
southwesterly comer of said plantation ; thence north-

west by Raymond's line to the inlet of the upper range
pond ; thence northeasterly by said inlet and pond


