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CHAP. XXXIX.

An Act to incorporate certain persons for the purpose

of opening a Canal from the head of Norset Cove to

Boat Meadow Creek.

porated.

May sue and
be sued.

Sec. 1. OE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Mejpresentaiives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Michael Collins, Ne-
persons incor- hcHiiah Smith, Asa Higgins, Freeman Hopkins, Rich-

ard Sherman, Barnahas Doane, Edward C. Clark, and
their associates and successors, shall he a corporation

and body politic, for the purpose of opening and keep-

ing open a canal from Norset Cove to Boat Meadov/
Creek, under the name of the Proprietors of the East-

ham and Orleans Canal ; and by that name may sue

and prosecute, and be sued and prosecuted, to final

judgment and execution, and do and suffer all other

matters and things which bodies politic may or ought

to do and suffer. And the said Corporation may and
shall have full power and authority to make, have and
use a common seal, and the same to break and renew
at pleasure.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That if it shall so hap-

pen that any individual or body corporate shall be dam-
aged in his or their lands or marsh adjoining said ca-

nal, by cutting and keeping open the same, the dama-
ges so done shall be recompensed by the proprietors

thereof, in such sums or proportions thereof as shall be

ordered by the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, for the

county of Barnstable, upon an inquiry into the same
by a jury summoned for that purpose, at the expense of

said proprietors of said canal, if any damage shall be

assessed by said jury.

Sec 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of said proprietors to make and keep in gooJ re-

pair, at all times, good and suflBcient bridges over said

canal, where any county, town or private roads now
are, or hereafter may be laid out across the same, for the

passage of teams, and every thing else necessary for the

public convenience.
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Sec. 4. Be it farther enacted^ That the said pro.

prietors shall have full power to build any wharf orMaybuiid

wharves which may be necessary to facilitate the trans-
"'""^'^

portation through the same.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ That if the said pro-

prietors shall refuse or neglect, for the space of three

years after the passing of this act, to open and complete

said canal, then this act shall be void and of no effect.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the said canal

shall be kept open for boats and rafts and other water
craft, and for all persons who may want to pass or

transact business therein, they paying to said proprie-

tors the following toll, viz: Every boat, of the bur- Rates of mi.

then of one ton, ten cents ; and the same proportion for

vessels of a larger size ; lumber twenty-five cents per
thousand feet ; salt or grain one cent per bushel ; for

each barrel six cents ; and in the same proportion for

all other kinds of lumber or merchandize.

Sec. 7' Be it further enacted, That Jonathan Bas-
com, Esq. be, and he is hereby empowered and direct-

ed to issue his warrant to one of the proprietors afore-

said, requiring him to notify a meeting of the proprie-

tors in manner as the law directs ; and the pro-

prietors, at said meeting, shall choose a Clerk, whoPropiieforsjo

shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duty,'^°°'"°^'^*^''-

and all other needful officers, for managing the busi-

ness of said proprietory, which they shall have power
to choose from time to time, afterwards, as necessary

;

and said proprietors shall agree on a method for call-

ing future meetings.

[Approved by the Governor, June 16, I8I7.]

CHAP. XL.

An Act repealing in part, an act in addition to an act,

entitled, " An act for the preservation of Fish in Pe-
nobscot river and bay, and the several streams emp^
tying into the same.

JbE it enacted hy the Senate ami House of
liepresentatives, in General Court assembled^ and hy
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