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be determined ia a due course of law, to be sued for

and recovered by the proprietors of said boom, in an

action of trespass, or on the case.

[Approved by the Governor, January 26, 1819.]

CHAP. XXXIX.

An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the South

"West Bend Bridge.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House

x)f Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That Gideon Curtis, pcsons incor-

Thomas Freeman, Reuben Blethen, Simeon Kimball, po'-'^^''-

William Newell, Abel Curtis, John Hart, Junior,

Nathaniel Gerrish, John Mayall, Joseph H. Hoyt,
John B. Dyer, Ebenezer Strout, Daniel Hanson,
James Small, Benjamin Peterson, John Cushing,
Consider Thomas, Isaac Smith, George Furguson,
Turner Curtis, Paul C. Tebbetts, John Ricker, Jon-
athan Strout, Barnabas Strout, Benjamin H. Mace,
John Robinson, 3d, Hiram Hanson, Charles Smith,
Junior, Dyer Higgins, Aaron Dwinall, Rogers Good-
win, Warren McLellan, Josiah True, Josiah Col-

cord, Jonathan Davis, Isaac Furbush, Enoch Teb-
betts, Lewis Cushmaa, James Colby, James Strout,

William Gerrish, Alvan Robinson, Samuel Gooch,
and Orlando Merritt, with all those who have asso-

ciated with them, together with all those who may
hereafter become proprietors with them, shall be, and
hereby are constituted a corporation and body politic,

by the name of the proprietors of the South-West Bendc^,,^,.^,

Bridge ; and by that name may sue and prosecute, andeis.

be sued and prosecuted to final judgment and execu-
tion, and do and suffer all other acts and things, which
bodies jpolitic may, and ought to do and suffer ; and
the said corporation shall have full power and author-
ity to make, have and use a common seal, and the same
to break, alter and renew at pleasure.
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Officers and
their duties.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted* That Benjamin
H. Mace, Paul C. Tebbetts, and John Ricker, or any

First meeting, tvvo of them, may, by posting up advertisements in the

towns (if Durham and Lisbon, call a meeting of

the said proprietors, to be hoi den at some conveni-

ent place, near the Androscoggin River, after fifteen

days from the posting up said advertisements. And
the said proprietors, by a vote of the majority of those

present or represented at said meeting, accounting and
allowing one vote to each share, shall choose a Clerk,

"who shall record this act, and truly and fairly record

all rules, regulations and votes of said corporation :

And said proprietors may, at the same, or any subse-

quent meetings, choose such other officers as may be
found necessary for managing the business of said

corporation, and agree upon a method for calling fu-

ture meetings ; also have power to transact any busi-

ness for the benefit of said corporation
;
provided, it

be not repugnant to the constitution or laws of this

Commonwealth.
Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said corpo-

ration be, and they are hereby authorized to erect a

bridge across said river, between the towns of Dur-

ham and Lisbon, near and below Dyer's Ferry, which
shall be built of good and sufficient materials, not less

than twenty-two feet wide, and well covered with plank

or timber, suitable for such bridge ; with sufficient rails

on each side, for the safety of passengers ; and the

same shall be kept in good, safe and passable repair

;

and the fills or string pieces of said bridge, shall be

laid at least twenty feet above the surface of the wa-
ter, at its usual height, in the summer season.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That for the pur-

pose of reimbursing said proprietors the monies by

them expended, or that may hereafter be expended, in

building and supporting said bridge, a toll be, and is

hereby granted and established, for the sole benefit of

said proprietors, according to the rates following, viz.

:

for each foot passenger two cents ; for each person and
horse, six and one quarter cents; for each waggon or

cart, drawn by one horse. tencents,and each additional

horse, two cents ; for each chaise, chair or sulkey,

drawn by one horse, twelve and a half cents ; each

Dimensions of

Bridge.

Rates of toll.
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coach, chariot, phaeton or curricle, drawn by two

horses, twenty-five cents, and every additional horse

four cents each; for each cart, waggon, or other like car-

riage of burthen, drawn by two beasts, twelve and one

half cents, and every additional beast, two cents ; for

each sleigh or sled, drawn by one beast, six and a

quarter cents, every additional beast two cents each ;

each wheelbarrow, handcart, or other vehicle capa-

ble of carrying a like weight, with one person, three

cents ; for neat cattle or horses, other than those rode

on, or in carriages or teams, two cents each ; for sheep

and swine, at the rate of six cents the dozen ; mid to

each team one person shall be allowed as driver, and
no more, for the toll as established for teams ; and at

all times when the toll gatherer shall not attend his

duty, the gate shall be left open ; and the said toll

shall commence on the day of opening said bridge for

passengers, and shall continue for the benefit of said

corporation forever
;
fvovided, that after the terra of

twenty years, the rate of toll shall be subject to the Provisos.

regulations of government ; and provided, also, that

the proprietors shall build the said bridge twenty-five

feet wide, when it shall be rebuilt, in whole or in

part, or at any time when the government shall so di-

rect ; and the proprietors, at the place or places where
the toll shall be received, shall erect, and keep con-

stantly exposed to view, a sign board, with the rates

of toll of all tollable articles, fairly and legibly written

thereon, in large or capital letters.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That if the said

corporation shall neglect or refuse, for the space of

three years from the passing of this act, to build and Litnitation of

complete the said bridge, then this act shall be void
''"^''^^^*

and of none effect,

[Approved by the Governor, February 2, 1810.]

10


