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CHAP. CIV.

An Act regulating Elections, and declaring the quali-

fications of Voters in Town Affairs.

Sec. 1. Be zY enactfd by tJie Se7iate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That every male citizen of

twenty one years of age and upwards, (excepting pau-

pers and persons under guardianship,) who shall have
resided within the Commonwealth one year, and with-

in tlie town or district in which he may claim a right

to vote, six calendar months, next preceding any elec- Qualification of

tion of any Town or District, County or State Officers,

or any Representative to C'ongress, and who shall have
paid, by himself, or his parent, master, or guardian,

any state or county tax, which shall, within two years

next preceding such election, have been assessed upon
him, in any town or district of this Commonwealth,
and also every citizen who shall be by law exempted
from taxation, and who shall, in all other respects, be

qualified as above mentioned, shall have a right to

vote in all such elections ; and no other person shall

be entitled to vote in such elections.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That from and after

the passing of this act, it shall be the duty of the seve-

ral Collectors of state or county taxes, in the several

towns or districts within this Commonwealth, to keep
an accurate and true account of every person's name,
from whom they shall have received payment of a

state or county tax, and of the time of such payment,
,

and, upon request therefor, to deliver to the person

paying the same, a receipt, specifying the name of the Receipts to be

person paying the same, and the time of such payment,
which shall be received and considered as presumptive
evidence thereof. And the said Collectors shall here-

after, annually, fifteen days before the first Monday ia

March, make out and deliver to the Selectmen of the

town in which they reside, a true and accurate list of all

persons from whom they shall within the year then next

preceding, have received any such payment, specifying
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the time of payment, or shall exhibit and deliver to the

Selectmen, the original account by them kept, of such

payment. And the Selectmen shall, at least ten days

before the first Monday in March, annually, meet to-

Liststobe madegether, and make out alphabetical lists of all the per-

sons, qualified as is herein before provided, to vote for

any of the officers aforesaid; and they shall, at least

ten days before the first Monday in March, annually,

cause such lists to be posted up, at two or more public

places, in their respective towns or districts : And they

shall be in session, for a reasonable length of time,

within forty eight hours next preceding all town and
district meetings, for the choice of any of the oiRcers

aforesaid, for the purpose of correcting the aforesaid

list of voters; and such session shall be holden, for

one hour at least, on the day of such meeting, and be-

fore the opening of the same; and of the time and
place of their meeting for this purpose, they shall give

notice on the lists posted up as aforesaid. And it shall

be the duty of the Selectmen or Mx)derator, to be pro-

vided with a complete list as aforesaid, at such elec-

xo person to tiou ; aud no person shall vote at any election, whose
vote,whose name iiiii i • ii i • ^
isi.otQntheiiit. name shall not have been previously placed on said

list, nor until the Selectmen or Moderator presiding at

such meeting, shall have opportunity to find his name
on the lists aforesaid.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That every male citi-

zen of this Commonwealth, who shall have resided in

any town, district, or plantation, six calendar months,
Six months resi- ucxt preceding any meeting for the transaction of town
t" vow in town ' affairs, and who shall, in all respects, be qualified as

required in the first section of this act, shall be enti-

tled to vote at such meeting, upon all questions con-

cerning town aflairs; and no person not qualified as

aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote therein.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted, That the Selectmen

of any town, in case they shall have duly entered on

the list of voters, the names of all such persons as are

returned to them by the Collectors, as having paid any
tax within two years, shall not be held answerable for

any omissions on said list, or for refusing the vote of

any person whose name is not on the list, unless the

said person whose name may be omitted, shall, before
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offerins: bis vote, furnish the Selectmen with sufficient Evidence to be
•

I !• I
• 1 • ii 1 1 1-ii i- P funiUlied by the

evidence oi his havins; the leajal (luaimcations ot a vo- persuu wishing

ter at said meeting, and request oi the helectmen, tueouthLiut.

insertion of his name on the list of voters.

Sec. 5. Bt^ it further enacted, That the Moderator
of any town meetiuir shall receive the votes of all such Moderators of

I 1 ii 1- X 1» i meetings nut lia-

persons, whose names are borne on the list oi voters, bie, tor reCusinK
.,. ,, 11^1, 11 111- votes of persons

as certmed by the Selectmen; and he shall in no way whose names are

or manner be held liable for refusing the vote of any""
°

person whose name is not on the said list.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That any Collector

who shall neglect to return a list of persons, of whom
he has received payment of any taxes, as required by
this act, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred Forfeitures for

dollars for such neglect; and any Collector, who shall leV^""
"'^"

make a false return, as regards any part of the list re-

turned by him to the Selectmen, shall forfeit and pay
the sura of twenty dollars, for each and every name,

in which the said Collector may have made a false re-

turn ; which penalties may be recovered by an action

of the case, one half to the use of the town, in which
the ojffence is committed, and the other half to the use

of the person who sues for the same.

Sec. 7. Be itfurther enacted, That the first section

of the act, passed on the eighteenth day of June, in the

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and.

eleven, regulating the choice of town officers and town .

meetings, also, <' an act, in addition to an act, entitled

mi act, in addition to the several acts, for legulating

elections, and for repealing the first section of said

act,'^ passed the seventh day of March, in the year of

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, also,

so much of an act, entitled «'an act more effectually to

secure the rights of suffrage," passed June sixteenth. Former acts re

Wi the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred ^'^"' '

and thirteen, as requires any duty to be performed

by Assessors, be, and the same are hereby repealed.

Sec. 8. Be itfurther enacted, That this act shall be

in force and take effect from and after the first day of

June next.

[Approved by the Grovernor, February 11th, 1823.]


