
LAWS
OF THE

COMJMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

PASSED BY THE GENERAL COURT,

AT THEIR SESSION, WHICH COMMENCED ON WEDNESDAY, THE FIFTH OF
JANUARY, AND ENDED ON SATURDAY, THE TWENTY -SIXTH OF FEBRU-

ARY, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE.

CHAP. XLI.

An act for the incorporation of the Proprietors ot

the Independent Congregational Church in Barton

Square, in Salem.

Sec. 1. Jl5E z7 enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and persons incoj'

by the authority of the same. That Stephen Phillips, porat«d.

Ezekiel Hersey Derby, Willard Peele, Nathaniel
West, George Nichols, Samuel Mansfield, Stephen
C. Phillips, J abez Smith, Arad Pomroy,Joseph Ropes,
Benjamin Dodge, David Pulsifer, Joseph Pulsifer,

Abel Hersey, Samuel Hodges, William Fettyplace,

Franklin H. Story, Stephen White, George Cleave-
land,Jonathan Hodges, Nathaniel West, Jr. John Der-
by, William Stearns, John D. Treadwell, George S.

Johonnot, Ichabod Nichols, Charles Saunders, John
Nichols, and William Peele, and all other persons,

who now are, or hereafter may become proprietors

of and in the Independent Congregational Chiirch
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in Salem, in the county of Essex, of which the Rev-
erend Henry Colman is the elected Pastor, their

successors and assigns, shall be, and hereby are

created and established, as a relisjious society and
body corporate antl politic, by the name of The
Proprietors of the Independent Congregational

Church in Barton Square, in Salem, and by that

Mav sue and ^^^^^^ ^^J ^"^ ^^^ ^^ sucd, plead and be implead-.

be iued. cd, and possess and enjoy all the privileges, powers,

and immunities, to which parishes, and other reli-

gious societies, are, by the Constitution and Laws of

Real and per- this CommonWealth entitled ; and shall have autho-
sonai estate,

j,-^^ ^^ take, hold, and possess, by grant, gift, devise,

or otherwise, any real or personal estate, for the

purpose of supporting public worship, and other re-

ligious, parochial, and charitable purposes, not ex-

ceeding the annual income of five thousand dollars,

Officers. and shall also have authority to choose and appoint

all such officers, and make all such by-laws and reg-

ulations as may seem to them expedient or conve-

nient, for the clue government of the said society, and
the managemeyit of their funds, and other parochial

Proviso.
concerns : Providedy such by-laws and regulations

shall be in no wise contrary to the Constitution and
Laws of this Commonwealth : and all meetings of

the said society shall be called and warned in such
manner as the by-laws and regulations thereof shall

provide.

Sec. 2. Be itfarther enacted. That at all meetings

Who may of the Said society, the proprietor or proprietors of
vote. the pews, and no other persons, shall be entitled to

vote, allowing one vote for every pew ; but the socie-

ty maj", nevertheless, by their by-laws and regula-

tions, provide for the admission of the occupant or

occupants of any pew to vote in the choice of any
minister hereafter to be settled over the said so-

ciety.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said socie-
Ta.x on pews,

^y g|j^|| \^^yQ f^i}] power and authorit}^ at any meet-

ing duly called for that purpose, to assess on the
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pews in the said churcii, all such taxes as ma}- be

necessary or proper for the maintenance of public

worship, and the repairs and preservation of the

said Church, and for all other parochial char2;es and

expenses, according to the relative value of the said

pews, as the same are now paid ; and the taxes so

assessed shall be a lien on the same pews respec-

tively ; and in case of the non-payment of the tax or

taxes so assessed, for the space of two successive

years after the same shall be so assessed, the pew
or pews respectively, on which the same shall be

assessed, shall be forfeited to the said Society, and pews forfeit-

may be sold at public auction, in such manner as the ed.

said society shall, by their by-laws and regulations,

provide ; and the net proceeds of said sale, after de-

ducting the amount of all taxes due thereon, and
the charges of sale, shall be paid over to the proprie-

tor of the pew so sold, or to his assigns ; and the

society shall have full authority to convey it to the

purchaser of any pew so sold, a good and valid title

as proprietor thereof.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted. That there shall be
an annual meeting of the society, on the first Mon- Annual me»t-

day of May in every year, unless some other day i^gs

shall be prescribed by the by-laws and regulations

thereof, at which meeting, or any other meeting
duly called, the said society may choose their offi-

cers, who shall hold their offices duiing one year,

and until others are chosen in their stead ; and may
also assess all taxes for the maintenance of public power to raise

worship, and other parochial charges and expenses, ^'^ney.

and ex'jrcise all, and any other powers, which, under
this act of incorporation, the said society are enabled
at any time to exercise.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That any person
who shall unite in religious worship with the said

society, by becoming a proprietor or occupant of

^any pew in said Church, in part or in w^hole, and
shall obtain a certificate thereof, from the minister
and clerk of the said society, that he hath so united
in public worship with them, shall, from and after ob-
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taining such certificate, and filing the same with the

iSiTceSn clerk of the society left, be exempted, as well in

taxes. person as in estate, from all taxation for the support
of religious worship in every other religious society,

so long as he shall continue a proprietor or occu-

pant as aforesaid.

Sec. 6. Be itfurther enacted, That the first meet-

„ , ^ ino; of the said society shall be called by the said

meeting shall Stephen PhiUips, Ezekiel Hersey Derby, Willard
he called. Peelc, Gcorge Nichols, and Nathaniel West, Junior, or

by any two or more of them, b}' an advertisement in

some newspaper printed in Salem, seven days be-

fore the time of holding such meeting ; and at such
meeting, all business may be transacted which
should be done at any annual meeting, and all the

proceedings may be had to organize the said socie-

ty, and to carry into effect all the powers given in

this act to the said society, in the same manner as if

they were herein specially enumerated.

[Approved by the Governor, January 26, 1825.]

CHAP. XLH.

An Act to incorporate the Newton Chemical

Company.

Sec. 1. jOE it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Court assembled, and

Personsincor- ^V l^^ ttuthority of thc same. That Samuel L. Dana,
porated. Nathaniel Williams, and John A. Lowell, and all such

persons as may hereafter associate with them, their

successors and assigns, be, and they hereby are, con-

stituted a body politic and corporate, by the name
of "The Newton Chemical Company," with all

the powers rind privileges, and subject to all the

duties contained in an Act passed on the third day

of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand

eight hundred and nine, entitled, " An Act defining


