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CHAP. XLVI.

An iijct to incorporate the Foster North River
Bridge Company.

Sec. 1. JlSE it enacted by tlie Senate and Hovse
ofRepresentatives, in General Court assembled^ and
by the authority of the same, That Elisha Foster, Persons iuroipo.

jr. Elislia Foster, Samuel Rogers, Samuel Foster,''"*'

Howard Bowker, Lemuel Turner and Ebenezer T.
Fogg, together with such other persons as now
are associated or may be hereafter associated with
them, be, and they hereby are made and consti-

tuted a Corporation and body politic, by the name
of the Foster North River Brid^^e Company, and
by that name may sue and prosecute, and be sued'^'^^^"'''*-'

and prosecuted to final judgment and execution,

and do and suffer all matters and things which bo-

dies politic may or ought to do and suffer, and that

said Corporation shall and may have full power ^°'''^''' ^'^

and authority to make,have and use a common seal,

and the same to break and alter at pleasure.

Si.^,c. 2. Be itfurther enacted^ That the said Eli-

sha Foster, jr. may, by ])osting up notifications at

some ])ublic places in the towns of Scituate and
Marshfield, warn and call a meeting of the Propri- Meeting to be.

etors, to be holden at any suitable time and place in
''^"^''

either of said towns, after ten days from the first

posting up ofsaid notifications ; and the proprietors,

by a vote of the majority of those present or duly

represented at said meeting, allowing one vote to

and for each share, provided that no pioprietor shall

be allowed more than ten votes, shall choose a

clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge

of the duties of his office, and shall also determine

the mode of calling futui e meetings, and may elect May elect offi-

such officers, and make and establish such rules and fawV ^^^^ ^'

by-laws, not repugnant to the laws and constitution

of this Commonwealth, as to them may seem nec-

essary or convenient, lor the regulation and govern-

ment of the said Corporation, and for collecting the

toll herein after granted, and may annex penalties
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Liability.

to the breach of any by-laws, not exceeding ten

dollars for any one offence ; and all rules, regula-

tions and proceedings of said corporation shall be

fairly and truly recorded by the clerk, in a book

kept for that purpose.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That the said pro-

prietors be, and they hereby are authorized and

empowered, to erect a bridge over North River,

between the towns of Scituale and Marsh field in

Location, s,-c. the County of Plymouth, ne?r Foster's ship yard so

called, with a convenient draw, at least thirty feet

wide, for the passing of vessels ; and tlie said pro-

prietors shall coristantly keep some suitable person

or persons at the said bridg(N who shall raise said

draw for any vessel that may be passing up
or down said river, free of expense to the owner
thereof ; and if the person, whose dut}^ it shall be
to raise the draw for the passage of vessels, shall

unreasonably neglect or refuse to do the same, the

proprietors of said bridge shall, for every such neg-
lect or refusal, be liable to a fine of ten dollars, for

the benefit of the person or persons damaged by
such delay, to be recovered in any Court of com-
petent jurisdiction to try the same.
Sec 4. Be it further enacted, That a toll be,

and hereb}^ is granted and established for the sole

benefit of said proprietors : according to the rates

following, to wit : for each foot passenger one cent

;

for each horse and rider five cents; for each liorse

and chaise, chair, sulky or sleigh, ten cents ; for

each coach, chariot or phaeton, twenty cents
;

for each sleigh drawn by more than one horse six-

teen cents ; for each cart, sled or other carriage of
burthen drawn by one beast eight cents ; if drawn
by more than one beast ten cents ; for each hcrse
without a rider, and for neat cattle, two cents each;
for sheep and swine six cents for each dozen ; and
one person and no more shall be allowed to each
team as a driver to pass free of toll, and the toll

shall commence on the day of first opening the said
' bridge, and shall continue for the term of seventy

Ton.
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years ; and at the place where the toll shall be re-

ceived, there shall be erected and constantly ex-

posed to view a sign board with the rates of toll

i'airly and legibly written or painted thereon in

large letters : Provided, nevertheless^ That the provbo

Legislature shall have a right, at any time after the

expiration of fifteen years, to alter and regulate

anew the rates of toll to be received by said pro-

prietors : Provided., also, that when the receipts Proviso.

of toll or income of said bridge shall liave amount-
ed to a sum sufficient to defray the expense of

building, repairing and sustaining the same, and
paying the interest of nine per cent, on the first

cost, the said bridge shall revert to the Common-
wealth ; or when the inhabitants of the towns of

Scituate and Marshfield shall remunerate the said

proprietors for the expense of said bridge; with

nine per cent, interest thereon, (deducting what
may have been received b}^ tolls,) said bridge shall

be opened free of toll, any thing in this act to the

contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said pro-

prietors be, and hereby are authorized and oblig- ^wiged to makt

ed, to lay out, make, and maintain a good and con-

venient road from said bridge over the salt marsh
on each side of said river to the main upland.

And the said proprietors shall be holden to pay all

1 1 •
I I 11 •

i. 1*1 Holden to pay^

damages which shall arise to any person by tak- .^c.

ing his or her land for such road, (where the same
cannot be obtained by voluntary agreement,) to be
estimated by a Committee to be appointed by the

Court of Sessions for the County of Plymouth,
saving to either party the right of trial by Jury,

according to the law which makes provision for the

recovery of damages happening by la} ing out pub-
lic highways.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the said

bridge shall be well built of suitable materials, that

it shall be at least twenty-two feet wide, and cov- ^'"'p^'""' ^'^

ered with planks with sufficient rails on each

H^W^
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side ; and the said bridge shall be kept in ^ond re-

pair at all times, and said Corporation shall within

six months from the time the}^ shall commence re-

ceiving toll at said bridge, lodge in the Secretary's

Office, an account of the expenses of erecting the

same ; and they shall annually in the month of Jan-

uary exhibit to tlie Governor and Council, a

true account of the income or dividends arising

from said toll, with their necessary annual disburse-

ments on said bridge. And the books of said Cor-
poration, shall at all times be subject to the inspec-

tion of the Governor and Council, and to the
Legislature, when called for.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That if the said

proprietors shall neglect, for the space of four

void
^" when years from the passing of this act, to build and

erect said bridge, then this act is to be void and of

no effect.

[Approved by the Governor, Jan. 27, 1827.]

CHAP. XLVH.

An Act to incorporate a School at Nantucket, by

the name of Admiral Isaac Coffin-s Lancastrian

School,

Sec. 1. 15E it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Court assembled,

and by the authority of the same, That there be,

and hereby is established, in the town of Nantucket,

in the county of Nantucket, a School by the name
of Admiral Isaac Coffin's Lancastrian School, for

the purpose of promoting decency, 2;ood order,

and morality, and for giving a good English edu-

cation to the youth, who are descendants of the

late Tristram Coffin, who emigrated from England,


