
162 FISHING COMPANY. June 2^, 1831.

place anj obstruction in said waters of Charles River

near to the City of Boston.
,

[Approved by the Governor, June 23, 1831.]

CHAP. LXXIII.

An Act to incorporate the Skinnaquits Fishing Com-
pany in Harwich and Chatham.

Sec. 1. 1>E it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
Piersons incorpo- l)y ffie authority of the same, That Sylvanus Eld-

ridge, Kimball Eldridge, Amasa Nickerson, Levi

Eldridge, Zeplianiah Nickerson, Jonathan Small,

Elijah Eldridge, Darius Weeks, and James Long,

and their associates, successors and assigns be, and

they hereby are incorporated and made a body polit-

ic, for the purpose of making the necessary improve-

ments for the preservation and taking of fish called

Alewives, in Red River and Skinnaquits Stream, in

the towns of Harwich and Chatham. And it shall

be lawful for said corporation to hold a meeting an-

nually, on the first Tuesday of April, for the purpose

of choosing a Clerk, Treasurer, Assessors and a

Collector ; and three or more persons, being mem-
bers of said corporation, to inspect, regulate, take

care of, and govern said fishery ; who shall be sworn

to the faithful discharge of their duty, and said com-

mittee shall have full power and authority to deter-

mine upon the rules and regulations to be observed

in the takine; of suid fish, and to fix what time
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and ill what places the same shall be taken, and the

prices that shall be paid therefor.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any per- Fine.

son shall take any of said fish from said river or

stream within the said towns, at any other time or

place than such as shall be fixed by the Committee

aforesaid, every person so offending, shall, for each

and every such offence, on conviction thereof, pay a

fine not exceeding five dollars nor less than two dol-

lars, if the quantity so taken be less than one bar-

rel ; but if the quantity be more than one barrel,

such person so offending shall forfeit and pay, for

each and every barrel of fish so taken, five dollars,

to be recovered in any Court proper to try the same,

for the use of the Corporation.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That if the Com- „
, ^ ^ Detection of per-

mittee aforesaid, or either of them, shall detect any sons in anat-
•^ tempt to take

person in attempting to take any of said fish, at any ^^^> ^^

other time, or at any other place than such as shall

have been fixed by said committee as aforesaid, or

shall find such fish in the possession of any person,

he shall be deemed to have taken said fish unlaw-

fully, and shall be subject to the penalties of this

act, as before mentioned ; unless such person can

make it appear on trial that he came by said fish in

some other way, and the members of said Corpora-

tion shall be competent witnesses in all cases where

fish shall have been unlawfully taken.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, Th?^t\i m-\y^ei-
'^^^^^'l^^ ^l^^-

son, without the permisson of the Committee afore- ""«' ^•

said, shall presume to take, catch, or haul on shore,

any of said fish in said river or stream, or within

one fourth of a mile in any direction from the mouth of

said river, he shall fi)rfeit and pay a sum not ex-

ceeding seven dollars, nor less than five dollars, for
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each offence, to be recovered in the manner and to

the use hereinafter provided.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said com-

mittee shall, during the passage of said fish in said

river or stream, cause all obstructions to their pass-

age to or from the sea, of every description, to be re-

moved, and if any damage shall be done to the pro-

perty of individuals not members of the Corporation,

such indiv iduals shall be entitled to reasonable dama-

ges therefor.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That said Corpo-

ration at any regular meeting thereof shall have

power to assess taxes equally according to numbers

on all the members of said Corporation, and they

shall be liable for said assessment in their private

and individual capacities.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the whole

profits which may accrue to said Corporation from

said fishery, shall, annually in the month of Novem-
ber, be divided according to the number of the Cor-

porators.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That Amasa
Nickerson of said Harwich, be, and he hereby is au-

thorized to call the first meeting of said proprietors

some time in September next, by giving personal no-

tice thereof and the time and place at which said

meeting will be holden, and at said first meeting the

mode of notifying subsequent meetings of the corpor-

ation shall be fixed and determined.

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted. That all per-

sons who now are or may hereafter become owners

of land adjoining said stream or river, shall have a

right to become members of said corporation. Pro-

vided however, that they shall be subject to pay their

proportional part of the expenses which shall have
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been, before the time of their admission as members Members.

aforesaid, incurred by said corporation.

[Approved by the Governor, June 23, 1831.]


