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An Act in relation to Libels for Divorce. Chap. 137

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

the same, as follows :

Sect. 1. Upon every libel for divorce for adultery com-
^^^^Ji'^^^fovIfM-

mitted by the husband, or on account of his being sentenced J^[.^heTmX"I^

to confinement to hard labor, and also upon every libel for
^f^l^SJien."*

'''"'^

divorce from bed and board for any cause whatever, in

order to secure to the wife and to such children as may be

committed to her care and custody, a suitable support and

maintenance, an attachment of the husband's real and per-

sonal estate may be made by the ofl&cer serving such libel.

Sect. 2. When the party complained of is within the ^o'^^'^X"when

State, and the libel is filed in vacation, in the office of the
f^^'Jtate.'""'""

clerk of the court which has jurisdiction of the cause, the

attachment may be made upon the summons which may be

issued thereon, in the same manner as attachments are now
made upon writs in actions at common law.

Sect. 3. In case the libel shall, in the first instance, be samesubjaat.

presented to the court, the attachment may be made upon

the order of notice issued thereon in the same manner as

attachments are now made upon writs in actions at common
law.

Sect. 4. All laws relating to attachments of real or ^aws^of^attach-

personal estate shall be in force in respect of the attach- f°'"'=^'«''^-

ments herein provided for, so far as the same are not

inconsistent with the provisions of this act.

Sect. 5. The amount for which the attachment shall be ^^^™^f,^l-tachment to U9

made, shall be expressed in the summons or order of notice expressed,

upon which it is made.

Sect. 6. In causes for divorce depending, the wife Il-'mony!etc^
*°

shall be entitled to alimony, pendente lite, and means to

carry on the prosecution or defence, which may exceed the

taxable costs whenever the same shall be just and equitable

according to the principles of the common law, as adminis-

tered in the ecclesiastical courts.

Sect. 7. In all cases in which the supreme judicial ^;g'^-{^°"^\i|°J?f;

court, or any justice thereof, shall be required to adjudicate ^^ ''^^'^''^^

relative to the custody of children pending any controversy

between the parents thereof, or in regard to the final pos-

session by the parents respectively, the happiness and wel-

fare of such children shall determine the custody or posses-

sion into which they shall be placed, and the respective

rights of the parents thereto, in the absence of misconduct,
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shall be lield to be equal, and the said court shall have full

powers as a court of chancery to make all such orders and

decrees from time to time in relation to such custody or

possession, as shall be judged necessary and proper in order

to carry the provisions of this act into effect.

Libels not to be Sect. 8. No libcl for divorce broudit for the cause set
defeated bv cer-

• i i
tain actions. forth in thc ouc huudrcd and twenty-sixth chapter of the

statutes of the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, shall

be defeated by any merely temporary return or other act

that has been or may hereafter be made or done by the party

deserting, with the intent to defeat the operations of said

statutes : provided, tha't it shall also be apparent that such

return or other act, was not made or done in good faith,

and such shall be taken to have been the meaning of said

statutes.

Tste'lldeT
"'^ """^ Sect. 9. The provisions of the act entitled "An Act re-

lating to Divorce," passed on the nineteenth day of May, in

the year eighteen hundred and fifty-three, are extended to

all divorces that may have been, or may hereafter be, de-

creed, by the competent tribunals of any of the States of

this Union.

Sect. 10. This act shall take effect on and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 6, 1855.]

Chap. 138 An Act to incorporate the Fayette Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

the same, as follows :

Corporators. Sect. 1. Dana Sargcut, Mauonuau Cram and Euoch Bart-

lett, of Lawrence, in the county of Essex, their associates

and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name
Name. of the Faycttc Mutual Fire Insurance Company, to be
Duration. established in said Lawrence, for the term of twenty-eight

years, for the purpose of insuring buildings and personal

property against loss or damage by fire, upon the mutual

le^alic.^'''^'
pi'iiiciple ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject

to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, contained in

the general laws relating to the subject.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [App7^oved by the Governor, April 6, 1855.]


