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Chap. 304 An Act to protect the Property of Married Women.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeyita-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

Property of mar- Sect. 1. The property, both real and personal, •wliicli any
subjecuo tiiedit woman, who may hereafter be married in this Commonwealth,
pusal of husband, . '' . „ , . , ,

nor liable for his may own at the time oi her marnasfe, and the rents, issues,
debts. '' o '

' '

profits and proceeds thereof, and any real or personal prop-

erty which shall come to her by descent, devise or bequest,

or the gift of "any person except her husband, shall remain

her sole and separate property, notwithstandins; her mar-

riage, and not be subject to the disposal of her husband, or

liable for his debts.

Hushard not li- Sect. 2. The husband of any woman, hereafter married
tia. ted by wile in this Commonwcalth, shall not be liable to be sued for any

cause of action which originated against her before mar-

riage ; but she shall be liable to be sued for the same as if

she were sole, and her property shall be liable to be attached

and taken on execution in the same manner.

maritn a^d'!?on-
Sect. 3. Auy wouiau, hcrcaftcr married, may, while mar-

IfJ.bufmfnalfcii'isd, bargain, sell and convey her real and personal property,

hiisband^excepu 9,nd cntcr into any contract in reference to the same, in the
""• same manner as if she were sole ; but no conveyance of any

real property, (except a lease for a term not exceeding one

year,) and no conveyance of any shares in any corporation,

shall be valid, without the assent, in writing, of her husband,

except with the consent of one of the judges of the supreme
judicial court, or of the court of common pleas, or the judge

of probate, to be grantfid, on her petition, in any county, on

account of the sickness, insanity or absence from the Com-
monwealth, of her husband, or other good cause : and her

husband, if within the Commonwealth, shall have such not'ice

of the petition as the judge or court may order. This peti-

tion may be presented to, and granted by, any such judge ii

vacation, as well as in term time.
Mav sue and be Sect. 4. Any womau, hereafter to be married, may, while

married, sue and be sued, in all matters having relation to

her property, in the same manner as if she were sole,

et?^
^'^^^ ^""' Sect. 5. Any womar-, hereafter married, may, while mar-

ried, make a will; but s.'ch will shall not deprive her lius-

band of his rights as ten«,nt by the courtesy, and she shall

not bequeath away from him more than one-half of her per-

sonal property, without his consent in writing; and any

woman, now married, iiiay make a will of her real estate,
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which, however, shall not deprive her husband of his rights

as tenant by the courtesy.

Sect. 6. The real estate and shares in any corporation, Property of mar-
. , „ . , 1.1 "^'' "'omen not

standino' m the name oi any marnea woman, which were her I'awe to be taken°
. f. 1 • 1.1

"v^ Q„ executiun

property at the tmie oi her marriage, or which have since
f^r^Jiebt

'^"^"''"'^

become, or may hereafter become, her property, by virtue of

•any devise or bequest, or gift froui any person except her
husbaud, shall not be liable to be taken on any execution

against him, for any debt hereafter to be contracted, or any
cause of action hereafter arising.

Sect. 7. Any married woman may carry on any trade or Married women
uiuv transact

business, and perform any labor or services, on her own sole business, e-c,

, 11 . « «"J ni'*y sue and
and separate account ; and the earnings or any married ^^ ^"«''-

woman, from her trade, business, labor or services, shall be
her sole and separate property, and may be used and in-

vested by her in her own name ; and she may sue and be
sued as if sole in regard to her trade, business, labor, ser-

vices and earnings ; and her property acquired by her trade,

business and service, and the proceeds thereof, may be taken
on any execution against her.

Sect. 8. Any woman who shall have been married out of "^^°"i<"'» ™*'"eci
^^ out or State lo

this State, shall, if her husband afterwards become a resi- '""''l?" ^'-''i"*''-

/ ,
'

,
eii ni;nts 1(1 prop-

dent within this Commonwealth, retain all the rights as to baiui ''^'becon.es"

property which she may have acquired by the laws of any mouweL'th.^""""

other State Or country, or which she may have acquired by
virtue of any man-iage contract or settlement made out of

this Commonwealth.
Sect. 9. Xothing in this act contained, shall invalidate

any marriage settlement or contract, now made, or to be
hereafter made. [Approved by the Governor, May 5, 1855

]

An Act to repeal "An Act to establish a Police Court in the Town of OhciD 305
Taunton." ^

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

The one hundred and twenty-seventh chapter of the acts of -^^t repealed,

the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, entitled
" An Act to establish a Police Court in the Town of Taunton,"

is hereby repealed : provided, however, that the justice of

said court may finish the proceedings in any case nowpend-
insr in said court. [Approved by the Governor, May 7,

1855.]


