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general statutes which relate to railroad corporations, which

have been, or may be hereafter, passed relating to such cor-

porations.

Sect. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
J^^^^Jfi^*^"*

*'=''

the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its

passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 21, 1855.]

An Act to establish a State Reform School for Girls. Chap. 442

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
'

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of

the same, as follotvs : '

Sect. 1. There shall be established, on land conveyed to Reform school for

the Commonwealth for the purpose, a school for the instruc-

tion, employment and reformation, of exposed, helpless, evil

disposed and vicious girls, to be called the State Reform
School for Girls ; and the government of said school shall

be vested in a board of seven trustees, to be appointed and
^o^^^^^r^uy^^g^p-

commissioned by the governor, by and with the advice and

consent of the council.

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of said board of trustees Duties of trustees.

to take charge of the general interests of the institution
;

to see that its affairs ar3 conducted in accordance with the

requirements of the legislature, and of such by-laws as the

board may, from time to time, adopt for the orderly and

economical management of its concerns ; to see that strict

discipline is maintained therein; to provide employment for

the inmates, and bind them out, discharge or remand them,

•as is hereinafter provided; to appoint a superintendent and
fu''pPrlm^nd"cn°!

chaplain, and such matrons, assistants, teachers and other ciapiam, etc.
'

of&cers as, in their judgment, the wants of the institution

may require ; to prescribe the duties of the superintendent

and other officers ; to exercise a vigilant supervision over

the institution, its ofificers and inmates; to remove such offi-

cers at pleasure, and appoint others in their stead ; and to saurie*.

determine the salaries to be paid to the officers respectively,

subject, in all cases, to the approval of the governor and

council.

The trustees shall also prepare and submit to the inspec- By-iaws.

tion of the governor and council, a code of by-laws, which

shall not be valid until sanctioned by them. The by-laws

may subsequently be enlarged or amended by the consent of

live members of the board of trustees, at any legal meeting

of said board, and not otherwise ; but no alteration shall be

44



838 1855.—Chapter 442.

valid until it shall have been approved by the governor and
council.

Governor to make Sect. 3. As soou as the govcmor shall have been noti-

wnen ready for fiod bj thc commissioncrs appointed under certain resolves
" for the purchase of a site and the erection of buildings

thereon for a State Reform School for Girls," that said build-

ings are prepared for occupancy, he shall forthwith issue his

proclamation, giving public notice of the fact,

m'k^x^^commit^up^-
Sect. 4. After proclamation shall have been made, as

oncompiaiut.etc. pj.Qyi(jg^ j^ H^q third scctiou of this act, whenever any girl,

above the age of seven and under the age of sixteen years,

shall be brought, by any constable, police officer, or other

inhabitant of any city or town in this Commonwealth, before

any judge of probate or commissioner authorized and em-

powered to act in the case by the eighth section of this act,

upon the allegation or complaint that the said girl has com-

mitted any offence known to the laws of this Commonwealth,
punishable by fine or imprisonment, other than such as may
be punished by imprisonment for life, or that she is leading

an idle, vagrant or vicious life, or has been found in any
street, highway or public place within this Commonwealth
in circumstances of want and suffering, or of neglect, expo-

sure or abandonment, or of beggary, it shall be the duty of

the judge or commissioner aforesaid, before whom the said

summonl" to'Ta^-
S^^^ ^^ brought, to issuc a summous or order in writing,

rents, etc.- addrcsscd to the father of said girl, if he be living and resi-

dent within the town or city where the said girl was found,

and if not, then to her mother, if she be living and so resi-

dent; and if there be no father or mother of said girl resi-

dent within said town or city, then addressed to the lawTul

guardian of said girl, if any there be resident within said

town or city, or if not, to the person with whom, according

to the examination of the girl, and the testimony, if any,

received by the judge or commissioner aforesaid, the said

girl shall reside ; and if there be no person with whom she

statedly resides, the judge or commissioner may, at his dis-

cretion, appoint some suitable person to act in her behalf,

requiring him or her, as the case may be, to appear before

him at such time and place as he shall in said summons or

order appoint, and to show cause, if any there be, why the

said girl shall not be committed to the Reform School for

Girls, established by this act. And upon the appearance
before him of the party named in said summons or order, or,

if after due service had of the summons or order aforesaid,

there shall be no such appearance, the judge or commis-
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sioner aforesaid, before whom the said girl shall have been
brought, shall, upon the expiration of the time named in said

summons or order for said appearance, proceed to examine
the said girl, and the party appearing in answer to said sum-
mons or order, if any such there be, and to take such testi-

mony, in relation to the case, as may be produced before
him. And in case it shall be proved to the satisfaction of
the judge or commissioner aforesaid, by such examination,

or by competent testimony, that the said girl is a suitable

subject for the Reform School for Girls established by this

act, and that her moral welfare and the good of society re-

quire that she should be sent to the said school for instruc-

tion, employment and reformation, he shall commit the said

girl to the same. And such commitment shall be by war-
rant, in substance as follows:

—

To A B, one of the constables or police officers, as the ^o™ ofwarrant,

case may be, of the town or city of . You are hereby
commanded to take charge of C D, a girl under the age of

sixteen and above the age of seven years, who has been
proved to me, by competent evidence, to be a suitable sub-

ject for the State Reform School for Girls within this Com-
monwealth, and a proper object for its care, discipline and
instruction, and to deliver the said girl, without delay, to

the superintendent of the said school, or other person in

charge thereof, at the place where the same is established.

And for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant.

Dated this day of ,18 , at , in the county of

, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

But no variance from the preceding form shall be deemed
material, provided it sufficiently appear, upon the face of the

warrant, that the said girl is committed, by the judge or
commissioner aforesaid, in the exercise of the powers given

to him by this act. And, accompanying said warrant, the

committing judge or commissioner aforesaid shall transmit

to the superintendent of said school, by the hands of the

officer serving the same, a copy of the substance of the com-
plaint which was made against said girl, and of the testi-

mony given in the case.

Sect. 5. Any warrant so made by any iudare or commis- con^fabie. etc..
- . , , 1 , , ill 11 '' serve warrant

sioner, as aforesaid, shall be executed by any constable or an^ summons,

policeman of the town or city where the case was heard, to

whom it shall be delivered by said judge or commissioner,
by conveying the girl therein named to the said school as in

said warrant is directed; and the said girl shall be detained

in the said school until she shall arrive at the age of eigh-
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teen years, unless discharged or removed therefrom in the

manner hereinafter provided. And any summons or order

to appear before any judge or commissioner, as aforesaid,

shall be served by the constable or police officer to whom it

shall be delivered, by delivering the same to the party to

whom it shall be addressed personally, or by leaving it with

some person of sufficient age, at the place of residence or

business of such party. And it shall be the duty of said

constable or police officer immediately to report the fact,

and the time and manner of such service, to the judge or

commissioner aforesaid.

Second commit- Sect. 6. If any girl shall be brought a second time, or

more than once, before any judge or commissioner author-

ized and empowered to act in the case, upon the allegations

or complaints set forth in the fourth section of this act, the

judge or commissioner, before whom such girl is brought,

may proceed to examine the case, and upon proof of said

allegations or complaints, may issue his warrant for commit-

ting said girl to the school aforesaid without having issued

the summons, or order in writing, required to be given in

said fourth section.

Appeal allowed. Sect. 7. Any girl who shall be ordered to be committed

to said school under the provisions of this act may appeal

from such order, in the same manner and upon the same
terms, as is now provided in respect to appeals in criminal

cases. And the appeal shall be entered, tried, and finally

determined in the court to which the same shall have been

made, in like manner as if it had been originally commenced
there.

Girls brought up Sect. 8. Whenever any girl, between the ages of seven
be committed, and sixtccu ycars, shall be brought before any justice of the

peace, justice of a police court, or court of criminal jurisdic-

tion, for trial, charged with any offence punishable by law,

at the discretion of the court, by fine or imprisonment, and

the said justice or court shall be of opinion that such girl,

if found guilty, would be a fit and proper subject for com-

mitment to said Reform School, an order to that effect shall

be entered of record in the proceedings of said justice or

court ; and thereupon it shall be the duty of such justice or

court, by a warrant in due form of law, to cause such girl to

be brought forthwith before some judge or magistrate com-

petent to examine and commit girls to said school, and. to

transmit to said judge or magistrate the complaint, or indict-

ment and warrant, by virtue of which she shall have been

arrested.
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And the judge or magistrate aforesaid shall thereupon

have the same jurisdiction, and the same proceedings, judg-

ment or order, shall be had and made in the premises, as if

said girl had been brought before him upon an original com-
plaint or application, as provided in this act.

Sect. 9. The several iuda-es of probate within this Com- Jut^g" of probate

1 ,
*'-— .-^,. - . to hoarand (icter-

monwealth are hereby authorized ana directed to examine, mine applications

hear and determine, in the manner and form hereinbefore

set forth, any application that may be made to them, within

their several counties, for the commitment of any girl, be-

tween the ages of seven and sixteen years, to the school of

reformation, established by this act. And upon request commissioners to

, . n 1 T T •
be appomted.

made to his excellency the governor, by any boara ot se-

lectmen, overseers of the poor, or mayor and aldermen of

any town or city in this Commonwealth, it shall be his duty,

by and with the advice and consent of the council, to ap-

point and commission, in the same manner as justices of

the peace are now appointed and commissioned, one or

more discreet and suitable persons, as he may deem to be

best, among the citizens of said town or city, to examine,

hear and determine, any application which may be made to

him or .them, within the towa or city which he or they in-

habit, for the commitment to said school of any girl be-

tween the ages aforesaid. And the several commissioners,

so appointed, when duly qualified, are hereby fully empow-
ered and required to examine, hear and determine, all

applications which may be made to them as aforesaid, until

their death, removal, or resignation, or the term of time

named in the commissions respectively held by them shall

have fully expired.

Sect. lO. All judges of probate and commissioners, ap- *'«?«•

pointed under this act, shall receive such fees* and com-
pensation for their services, in hearing and determining

the cases brought before them, as by law are allowed to

justices of the peace ; and all officers serving process under
this act, shall be entitled to the same fees as by law they

are entitled to for serving process under criminal pro-

ceedings.

Sect. 11. Any girl duly committed to said school shall <^'';l? «" remain
•' ~ .; until 18 years ot

there be kept, disciplined, instructed, employed and gov- as^e, unless. etc.

erned, under the dir-ection of said board of trustees, until

she be either reformed and discharged, or shall be bound
out by said trustees, according to their by-laws, or shall

have arrived at the age of eighteen years.
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Trustees may dis- Sect. 12. The trustecs of said school shall have power,

and it shall be their duty, to discharge and return to her

parents, guardian or protector, any girl whom they deem to

be an improper subject for their care and management, or

who shall be found to be incorrigible, or whose continuance

in the school they deem to be prejudicial to the management
and discipline thereof, or who, in their judgment, ought, for

any cause, to be removed from said school. And in every such

case it shall be the duty of said trustees, to make an entry

upon their records of the name of the girl discharged, of

the party to whom she was returned, and of the date when
she left the school, together with a statement of the reasons

for said discharge—a copy of which record, signed by their

secretary, they shall, without unnecessary delay, transmit to

the judge or magistrate by whom the said girl was commit-

ted to said school.

comtnitments to Sect. 13. All commitmcnts to this institution, of girls, of

of age. whatever age, when committed, shall be until they shall have

arrived at the age of eighteen years, unless sooner discharged

or bound out by order of the trustees, as herein is provided,

or in due course of law.

Trustees way Sect. 14. Thc trustccs of Said school shall have power
pre'nticcs. . to bind out all girls committed to their charge, for any term

of time, until they shall have arrived at the age of eighteen

years, as apprentices or servants, to any inhabitants of this

Commonwealth. And the said trustees, and master or mis-

tress, apprentice or servant, shall respectively have all the

rights and privileges, and be subject to all the duties, set

forth in the eightieth chapter of the Revised Statutes, in the

same manner as if said binding or apprenticing were made
by overseers of the poor.

Indentures not to Sect. 15. No pcrson rccciving an apprentice under the

provisions of this act shall be at liberty to assign or transfer

the indenture of apprenticeship, or to let out or hire, for any

period, the services of such apprentice, without the consent.

How cancelled, in Writing, of the trustees of said school. And in case the

master of such apprentice shall be dissatisfied with her

conduct or behavior, or, for any other cause, may desire to

be relieved from said contract, upon application, the said

trustees may, in their discretion, cancel the said indenture of

apprenticeship, and resume the charge and mianagement of

the girl so apprenticed, and shall have the same power and
authority in regard to her as before said indenture was
made.
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Sect. 16. If any master shall be guilty of any cruelty, i" case of cruei-

misusage, refusal or neglect to furnish necessary provisions "layi^e dtscharg-

or clothing, or any other violation of the terms of the inden-

ture or contract, toward any girl so bound to service, such
girl may make complaint to the board of trustees of said

school, or to any judge or commissioner having power under
this act to commit girls to said school, who shall thereupon
summon the parties before him, and examine into, hear and
determine, said complaint; and if, upon said examination,
the said complaint shall appear to be well founded, he shall,

by certificate under his hand, discharge such girl from all

obligations of future service, and restore her to said school,

to be nianaged and taken care of in the same manner and
with like powers as before her indenture.

Sect. 1 7. Upon the death of any master to whom any girl denlure in"ca/p "r

may have been bound to service, under the provisions of this "^^^^^ "^ '"*'^*''-

act, the executors or administrators of such master may,
with the consent of the child so bound to service, signified

in a writing acknowledged and approved by the trustees of

said school, assign the indenture or contract of such service

to some other person; which assignment shall transfer to,

and vest in, such assignee, all the rights of the original mas-
ter, and also make him subject to all his obligations.

Sect. 18. The trustees of said school shall be the o-uar- trustees to act as

T f '11 iiiTrt guardiafts, etc.

dians or every girl bound or held for service by virtue and
in pursuance of the provisions of this act. They shall take

care that the terms of the contract be faithfully fulfilled, and
that such girl be properly treated ; and it is hereby made
their special duty to inquire into the treatment of every
such girl, and redress any grievance, in manner prescribed
by law.

And it shall be the duty of the master or his assisinee, to faster to report
.' o ' every SIX months.

whom any such girl shall be bound to service,-and he shall,

by the terms of the indenture, be required, as often as once
in every six months, to report, to the trustees of said school,

the conduct and behavior of the said apprentice so bound to

service, and whether she is still living under the care of the

said master or assignee; and if not, where else she may be.

Sect. 19. The said trustees shall cause the girls under i';'^«truct!on of in-

their charge to be instructed in piety and morality, and in

such branches of useful knowledge as shall be adapted to

their age and capacity ; they shall also be instructed in some
regular course of labor, either mechanical, manufacturing, or
horticultural, or a combination of these, and especially in

such domestic and household labor and duties as shall be

mates.
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best suited to their age and strength, disposition and capac-

ity ; also in such other arts, trades and employments as may
seem to the trustees best adapted to secure their reforma-

tion, amendment, and future benefit. And in binding out

the inmates, the trustees shall have scrupulous regard to the

religious and moral character of those to whom it is pro-

posed to bind them, to the end that they may secure to the

girls the benefits of a good example and wholesome instruc-

tion, and the best means of improvement in virtue and
knowledge, and thus the opportunity of becoming intelli-

gent, moral, useful and happy women.

Krten't'Td Sect. 20. The superintendent, with such subordinate of-
oiher officers,

figers as the trustees shall appoint, shall have the. general

charge and custody of the girls. He shall himself be a con-

stant resident at the school, and under the direction of the

trustees, shall discipline, govern, instruct and employ, and
use his best endeavors to reform the inmates, in such man-
ner as shall, while preserving their health and promoting
the proper development of their physical system, secure the

formation, as far as possible, of moral, religious and indus-

trious habits, and regular, thorough progress and improve-

ment in their studies, trades and various employments.

ppTintenden"/
'"' Sect. 21. Thc Superintendent shall have charge of the

lands, buildings, furniture, tools, implements, stock and pro-

visions, and every other species of property pertaining to

the school within the precincts thereof. He shall, before he

enters upon the duties of his office, give a bond to the Com-
monwealth, with sureties satisfactory to the governor and
council, in the sum of two thousand dollars, conditioned that

he shall faithfully account for all moneys received by him as

superintendent, and faithfully perform all the duties incum-

bent on him as such. He shall keep, in suitable books, reg-

ular and complete accounts of all his receipts and expen-

ditures, and of all property intrusted to him, showing the

income and expenses of the institution. And he shall ac-

count to the treasurer, in such manner as the trustees may
require, for all moneys received by him from the proceeds
of the farm or otherwise. His books, and all accounts and
documents relating to the school, shall at all times be open
to the inspection of the trustees, who shall, at least once

in every six months, carefully examine the said books and
accounts, and the vouchers and documents connected there-

with, and make a record of the result of such examination.

He shall keep a register, containing the name and age of

each girl, and, as far as practicable, the circumstances con
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nected with her history to the time of her admission to the

school; and he shall add thereto such facts as may come to

his knowledge, relating to the history of said girl whilst at

the institution, and after she shall have left it.

Sect. 22. All contracts on account of the institution superintendent

shall be made by the superintendent, in writing, and when tracts in wmlngi

approved by the trustees, if their by-laws require it, shall

be binding in law ; and the superintendent, or his successor,

may sue or be sued thereon to final judgment and execution.

And no such suit shall abate by reason of the office of su-

perintendent becoming vacant pending such suit, but any
successor of the superintendent may take upon himself the

prosecution or defence thereof; and upon motion of the

adverse party and notice, he shall be required to do so.

Sect. 23. There shall be a treasurer, to be appointed Treasurer ap-

by the governor and council, who shall, before he enters

upon the discharge of the duties of his office, give a bond
to the Commonwealth, with sureties satisfactory to the gov-

ernor and council, in the sum of three thousand dollars, con-

ditioned that he shall faithfully account for all moneys re-

ceived by him as treasurer; which bond, and also that of i^ond.

the superintendent, when approved, shall bd* filed in the

office of the treasurer and receiver-general.

Sect. 24. The board of trustees shall be appointed as t^PDf'ntment of
i^^ trustees.

soon as conveniently may be after a lot of land shall have

been obtained and conveyed to the Commonwealth, for the

school established under this act; and the trustees shall

immediately take charge of said land, except so much
thereof as shall be needed for the purposes of the commis-
sioners for the erection of the buildings. When the gover-

nor shall have made proclamation that the buildings are

ready for occupancy, the school and the buildings shall be

at once in the charge of the trustees. When two years Term of office,

shall have expired after the first appointment of a board
of trustees, two trustees shall be appointed and commis-
sioned annually by the governor, by and with the advice

of the governor and council ; and for this purpose the

places of the two senior members, as they stand ar-

ranged in their several commissions, shall be thereafter

annually vacated. No trustee shall receive any compensa- compensation,

tion for his services, but he shall be allowed the amount of

expenses incurred by him in the discharge of the duties of

his office.

Sect. 25. One or more of the trustees shall visit the InSliamMne
school at least once in every two weeks ; at which time the ^'=*'"*"-

45
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girls shall be examined in the school-rooms and workshops,
and the register shall be inspected. A record shall be reg-

ularly kept of these visits, in the books of the superintend-

ent. Once in every three months, the school, in all its de-

partments, shall be thoroughly examined by a majority of

the board of trustees, and a report made, showing the results

of these examinations.
Beport to legisia- Annually, in the month of December, an abstract of these

quarterly reports shall be prepared, which, together with a

full report by the superintendent, shall be laid before the

governor and council, for the information of the legislature.

The treasurer shall also submit, at the same time, a finan-

cial statement, furnishing an accurate detailed account of

the receipts and expenditures for the year terminating on
the last day of the month of November next preceding.

[Approved by the Governor, May 21, 1855.]

Chap. 443 An Act to establish the Municipal Court in the City of Lowell.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

:

Court established Sect. 1. ^There shall be, and hereby is, established in
with two justices. ' *^

. . ,

the city of Lowell, a court, to be called the municipal court

of the city of Lowell; and there shall be appointed, commis-

sioned and qualified, in the manner prescribed by the con-

stitution, two suitable persons, learned in the law, to be

justices of said court, one of whom shall be appointed and
commissioned as chief justice, and the other as associate

justice, of said court.

cierk.'"*"^°*
°f Sect. 2. There shall be a clerk of said municipal court,

who shall be appointed by justices thereof, and shall be
To be sworn and swom by oue of the justices of said court, and give bond to

the city of Lowell, to be approved by the city council of said

city, in the sum of five thousand dollars, for the faithful dis-

charge of his duties. And said clerk shall hold his office

during the pleasure of said justices, shall attend all sessions

of said court, whether for the transaction of civil or criminal

business, keep a true record of all the doings of the court;

and said justices may also, with the consent of the city

council of the city of Lowell, appoint one or more assistant

clerks of said court, who shall be qualified and give bonds
in the same manner, and shall have and exercise the same
powers as the clerk of said court, and who shall also hold

their offices during the pleasure of the justices of said

court.


