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utes, and chapter two hundred and seventy-six of the acts

of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, are repealed.
' Approved June 27, 1874.

An Act relating to elections.

(Jh. 376. -^^ *' enacted, &c., as folloios :

I. Provisions in Amendment of Chapter Six of the
General Statutes.

Qualifications of SECTION 1. Evcrv male citizen of twenty-one years of
voters. " 11

age and upwards (except paupers, persons under guard-
ianship, and persons excluded by article twenty of the

amendments to the constitution), who has resided in the

state one year, and within the city or town in which he
claims a right to vote six months next preceding any elec-

tion of city, town, county, or state officers, or of repre-

sentatives to congress, or electors of president and vice-

president, and who has paid, by himself, his parent, mas-
ter, or guardian, a state or county tax assessed upon him
in this state within two years next preceding such elec-

tion, and every citizen exempted from taxation but other-

wise qualified, shall have a right to vote in all such elections

;

and no other person shall have such right to vote.

SwVdt^Vote Section 2. In any election of representatives to con-
fer representa- orress, no person shall be allowed to vote for the same
tive in Congress, ''„, fn, •!!• • it-
unless he has Until he shall havc resided in the congressional district

trict six months, whcre he offcrs to vote, six months next preceding such

election, and shall be otherwise qualified according to the
Provisos. constitution and laws : provided, that when the state

shall be districted anew for members of congress, he shall

have the right so to vote in the district where he is located

by such new arrangement; and provided, also, that no
voter residing in any city which now is, or hereafter may
be, divided by the line between congressional districts,

shall be deprived of his vote in the district in which he
was assessed, or liable to assessment, on the first day of

May next preceding such congressional election, if he be
otherwise qualified.

Collectors to Section 3. The collectors of state and county taxes

names ofper-^ ill cacli city aiid towii shall keep an accurate account of

state or^county the naiucs of all pcrsous from whom they receive pay-
**^- ment of any state or county tax, and of the time of such

To give receipt payment ; and upon request, shall deliver to the person
upon request, paying the Same a receipt specifying his name and time of

payment ; and such receipts shall be admitted as presump-
tive evidence thereof.
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Section 4. The collectors, whether the time for which Toretumto
.I I , , -, j_inj.'' 1 selectmen, &c.,
they were chosen has expired or not, shall twice in eacn twice a year,

year, namely, once not more than twenty nor less than who hive paid

iifteen days before the annual city or town elections, and *'*^®^-

once not more than twenty nor less than fifteen days be-

fore the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November,
return to the mayor and aldermen and selectmen of their

respective cities and towns, an accurate list of all persons

from whom they have received payment of any state or

county tax subsequently to the time appointed for making
their last preceding return.

Section 5. Every collector neglecting to make such pnaity fomeg.

return shall forfeit one hundred dollars for each neglect; a false return.

and twenty dollars for every name in respect to which he

makes a false return.

Section 6. When any person, on or before the fif-
Assessment of

J I '
, ,

taxes upon polls

teenth day of September, in any year, gives notice in and estate.

writing, accompanied by satisfactory evidence, to the as-

sessors of a city or town, that he was on the first day of

May of that year, an inhabitant thereof, and liable to pay
a poll-tax, and furnishes under oath a true list of his polls

and estate, both real and personal, not exempt from taxa-

tion, the assessors shall assess him for his polls and estate ;

but such assessment shall be subject to the provisions of

chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the acts of the

year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five ; and the

assessors shall, on or before the first day of October, de-

posit with the clerk of the city or town a list of the per-

sons so assessed. The taxes so assessed shall be entered

in the tax list of the collector of the city or town, and he

shall collect and pay over the same in the manner specified

in his warrant.

Section 7. The mayor and aldermen of cities, and i^i^ts of voters

selectmen of towns, shall at least ten days before the ten days before

annual city and town elections, and at least ten days
®'^'^'°""

before the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Nov-
ember, annually, make correct alphabetical lists of all the

persons qualified to vote for the several ofiScers to be elect-

ed at those periods, and shall at least ten days before said

elections cause such lists to be posted up in two or more
public places in their respective cities and towns.

Section 8. The selectmen of towns shall be in ses- selectmen to te
. • J. 1 i» 1 1 j_' -J.! • in session, with-

sion at some convenient place tor a reasonable time, within in forty.eight

forty-eight hours next preceding all meetings for the elec-
i^'>"'-«of e'e«io"
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tion of town, county or state officers, or of representn-

tives in congress, or of electors of president and vice-

president ; for the purpose of receiving evidence of the

qualitications of persons claiming a right to vote in such

elections and of correcting the lists of voters. Such ses-

sion shall be holden for one hour at least before the

opening of the meeting on the day of the election, and
notice of the time and place of holding the sessions shall

be given by the selectmen upon the lists posted up as

provided in the preceding section.

Section 9. The mayor and aldermen of cities shall be
in session on the day immediately preceding the meeting
for any election, and for as much longer time previous to

said day as they judge necessary, for the purpose of re-

ceiving evidence of the qualitications of persons claiming

a right to vote at such meeting, and of correcting the lists

of voters ; and they shall give notice of the time and place

of holding the sessions upon lists of voters posted up
as required by section seven of this act. When the day
immediately preceding such meeting is Sunday, such ses-

sion shall be held on the Saturday preceding.

Section 10. The name of no person shall be added to

the voting lists in any cit}' after the lists have been placed

in the hands of the ward officers, unless the qualifications

of said person as a voter shall have been determined by
the mayor and aldermen, at some meeting held previous

to the opening of the polls ; such fact to be verified by the

certificate of the cit}^ clerk.

Section 11. Voters in cities shall be registered in the

respective wards wherein they are assessed, except as

provided in the next section.

Section 12. No person who removes from one ward
in any city to another ward shall be registered as a legal

voter in said last mentioned ward, or vote therein, until

he has resided in said last mentioned ward continuously

for a period of at least three months, when he may be so

registered ; and until any person who so removes shall

have the right to be registered and vote in the last men-
tioned ward, he shall have the right to vote in the ward
in which he was previously registered, if otherwise quali-

fied according to the constitution and laws.

Section 13. In every town where the number of

qualified voters exceeds one thousand, a session of the

selectmen for like purpose to that mentioned in section
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eight of this act, shall be holden on the day immediatel}^
TxMed'onJ*

preceding the meeting, and for as much longer time pre- thousand.

vious to said day as they judge necessary for the purpose

aforesaid. When the day immediately preceding such

meeting is Sunday, such session shall be holden on the

Saturday preceding.

Section 14. The selectmen shall also enter on such selectmen to

,

.

, „ ,
, IT enter names of

lists the name or any person known to them to be quali- quaufied voters,

fied to vote, and shall erase therefrom the name of any
person known to them not to be qualified.

Section 15. The mayor and aldermen and selectmen Naturalization

1 c • iiTjji o iTi papers to be
berore entering upon the lists the name oi a naturalized produced for

citizen, shall require him to produce for their inspection
*°*^^ '°°'

his papers of naturalization and be satisfied that he has

been legally naturalized ; but they need not require the

production of such papers after they have once examined
and passed upon them.

Section 16. Whoever gives a false name or a false Penalty for giv-

answer to the mayor and aldermen or selectmen when in "^ ^

session for the purposes aforesaid, shall forfeit the sum of

thirty dollars for each ofience.

Section 17. The mayor and aldermen and selectmen. Names to be

if they have duly entered on said lists the names of all turned by coi-

persons returned to them by the collectors, shall not be ^'"'^'^^^^

answerable for any omissions therefrom.

Section 18. A city or town officer who wilfully neg- Penalty on offi.

ccr lor nc&rl6ct;a

lects or refuses to perform any duty required of him by
the provisions of this act, shall for each offence forfeit a

sura not exceeding two hundred dollars.

II. Provisions in Amendment of sections two, three,
eight and nine or chapter seven of the General
Statutes.

Section 19. Meetings for the election of national,
^^^^'^fg^'^gy

state, district and county officers may be opened as early eariyas? a.m.,

as seven o'clock in the foj^enoon, and shall be opened as opened*as early

early as two o'clock in the afternoon of the election day, ^^^p. m.

and the mayor and aldermen and selectmen shall decide

whether such officers shall be voted for on one ballot or

at the same time on separate ballots, and shall give notice

thereof in the warrant calling the meeting.

Section 20. Such meetings in cities shall be called Meetings in
o cities

according to the provisions of the acts establishing them
and the acts in addition thereto, and the warrant for noti-

53
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fying such meetings shall specify the time when the polls

for the choice of the several officers shall be opened, and
the hour at which the polls shall be closed ; and the polls

shall be kept open at least two hours ; but in no case shall

the polls be kept open after the hour of sunset.

Section 21. Such meetings in towns shall be called

by the selectmen in the manner ordered by the towns,

and the warrant for notifying such meetings shall specify

the time when the polls for the choice of the several offi-

cers shall be opened, and the hour at which the polls may
be closed. The polls in towns shall be kept open at least

two hours, and for such longer time as a majority of the

voters present shall by vote direct, but they shall not be
closed until the hour named in the warrant has arrived

;

and in no case shall the polls be kept open after the hour
of sunset.

Section 22. At town meetings for the election of

national, state, district and county officers, the selectmen

shall preside ; and shall have all the powers which are

vested in moderators.

Section 23. The presiding officers at meetings held

for the election of town or other officers, shall be provided

with a complete list of the persons qualified to vote at such

election : and no person shall vote at an election whose
name has not been previously placed on such list, nor until

the presiding officers find and check his name thereon

:

jprovided, hoivever, that in the election of town officers, it

shall not be necessary to find and check the name of the

voter, except in the cases where the election is, or may be,

required by statute to be by ballot; and in all other cases,

the check-list shall be used or not, as the town, at its

meeting, may determine, except that in the election of

moderators of town meetings, held for the choice of town
officers, the check-list shall be used.

III. Provisions in Amendment,of sections seven to

twenty-four inclusive of chapter eight of the
General Statutes.

Representatives to the General Court.

Voters to be SECTION 24. Warrants for meetings for the election of
notified to brmg .

i n t i i
votes on one representatives to the general court shall dn*ect that the

sentatives."^*^^' votcrs iu towns, cities and wards, be notified to bring in

their votes on one ballot for the representatives to which
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their several districts are entitled, and shall specify the

number thereof. And such elections shall be conducted
and the results thereof determined as provided in chapter

seven of the General Statutes, except as otherwise pro-

vided in this act.

Section 25. In towns, cities and wards, composing a in towns and

part of a representative district, the selectmen and town i^"part°of a"*'

clerks and ward officers, in open town and ward meetings,
f^rlpt'^of reToVd

and the mayor and aldermen and city clerks, shall forth- to be forthwith
•^

. y . . ^ ^
dehvered to

With upon the vote for representative being recorded, make clerks.

out under their hands and seal up and deliver to their re-

spective clerks, a true transcript of such record.

Section 26. The county commissioners, mayor and to'd^l^uat'e^^

aldermen, or board of aldermen, or such siDCcial commis- place where
,

' ,
J-

. clerks shall

sioners as are authorized to apportion the representation assemble to

1 , , 1 1 J.' /. ^1 • x- J? 1 learn result of
assigned to the several counties, at their meeting for such elections.

purpose, shall designate a place in each representative dis-

trict, not contained in or consisting of one town or city, at

which the clerks of towns, cities and wards, composing
such district, shall assemble for the purpose of ascertaining

the result of elections. Due notice of such appointment
shall be given by said commissioners or mayor and alder-

men to every town, city and ward, in the district. Such
place of meeting may be changed once in two years by the

same authority, after a hearing on the petition of two of

such clerks.

Section 27. The clerks of cities, towns and wards, cierks to assem

composing such districts, shall meet at noon on the day tafn^'whlfp'e'i^-

foUowing an election for representatives, at the place so Sid!^'^
'^'^^°

designated, and shall examine and compare such tran-

scripts and ascertain what persons have been elected. If

any error appears in a transcript or return, the clerks shall

forthwith give notice thereof to the officers required to

make the return, and such officers shall forthwith, in con-

formity with the truth and under oath, make a new return,

which, whether made with or without such notice, shall be
received and examined by said clerks within two days
after the time appointed for the meeting ; and for that

purpose the meeting may be adjourned not exceeding two
days. No return shall be rejected when the number of

votes given for each candidate can be ascertained.

Section 28. Such clerks shall at such meeting make cierks to make

out under their hands a complete return of the names of recorf.^

all persons for whom votes were given in the district, and
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by selectmen,
&c.

the niimher of votes for each person, and a record of the

return shall be made in the book of records of their

respective cities, towns and wards, within four days after

the day of the meeting.

t?ii?a'tefofcTec-
Section 29. Whcu it is ascertained who is elected

tiontobemade representative in a district, composed of one town or city,

or one or more wards of a city, the selectmen or mayor
and aldermen shall make out duplicate certificates thereof,

one of which they shall transmit to the office of the secre-

tary of the Commonwealth on or 1)efore the first Wednes-
day in January following, and the other by a constable or

other authorized officer to the person elected, within ten

days after the day of election.

Section 30. When the clerjvs of cities, towns and
wards composing a district, at their meeting for the pur-

pose, ascertain that a representative is elected in their dis-

trict, they or a majority of them shall make out duplicate

certificates thereof, one of which they shall deliver into

the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, on or

before the first day of January following, and the other

by a constable or other authorized officer transmit to the

person elected, within ten days after the day of election.

Section 31. Such certificates of election shall be in

substance as follows :

—

Duplicate cer-

titicates by
clerks.

Form of certifi-

cate.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, county of . Pm'suant
to a law of this Commonwealth, the qualified voters of Representa-
tive District Number , in their several meetings on the

day of November instant, for the choice of rejiresentatives in general
court, did elect , being inhabitants of said district,

to represent them in the general court to be holden on the first Wed-
nesday of January next.

Dated at the day of in the year
one thousand eiffht hundred and

Such certificate shall have a return thereon, signed by
the officer authorized to give such notice, and stating that

notice of the choice was given to the persons therein men-
tioned, and that said persons were summoned to attend

the general court accordingly.

ifno choice is SECTION 32. If it shall appear that no choice of repre-

cat'e''offaot\obe scntativc has been effected by reason of two or more per-

Scury'^of the SOUS haviug the same number of votes so that no person
Commonwealth,

jjj^g ^ plurality, a Certificate of the fact shall be transmitted

to the secretary of the Commonwealth by the same officers

and in the same manner as is provided in sections twenty-
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nine and thirty of this act for one of the certificates of

election in cases when an election is made.
Section 33. When a vacancy occurs in a representa- vacancyjn rep.

tive district, the speaker of the house of representatives tnct.

shall, in the precept which he may issue by order of the

house giving notice of such vacancy, appoint a time for an
election to fill the same. Upon the reception of such pre-

cept, the maj'-or and aldermen of a city and the selectmen

of the towns comprising the district, shall issue their war-
rants for an election on the day named in the precept ; and
similar proceedings shall be had in filling such vacancy as

in the original election of representatives.

Section 34. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall secretary of

c • 1 j^ • 1^' ij_ 111^ c j'/^j Commonwealth
lurnish to cities and towns blank torms tor certincates, to furnish blank

transcripts and returns required under this act. Such ^°™*' ^°'

blanks for returns shall have printed thereon sections

twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one and thirty-two of this act,

and the first four sections of chapter two of the General
Statutes.

Section 35. In all returns of elections the whole num- Number of bai-

ber of ballots given in shall be distinctly stated in words t°nctiy stated in

at length ; and blank pieces of paper shall not be counted '^°''^^ °-'^ ^®"^*^"

as ballots : provided, that the omission to state the whole Proviso.

number of ballots shall not make the return invalid in any
case in which the true result of the election can be ascer-

tained from the other parts of the return.

Section 36. Selectmen giving a certificate of election penalty on

to a person voted for as representative to the general false certificate.

court, not in accordance with the declaration of the vote

in open town meeting at the time of the election, shall

forfeit three hundred dollars.

Section 37. Clerks wilfullv signing a certificate not Penalty on
(. •, .ji ,1 ij. "i? 1 i.' j_ clerks for false

111 coniormity with the result ot an election, as apparent certificate.

by the transcripts and returns, shall forfeit a sum not

exceeding three hundred dollars.

Section 38. Towns and cities may provide suitable compensation

compensation to clerks and selectmen for services per- selectmen."

formed by them under the requirements of this act.

Section 39. In case of a vacancy in the office of town, cxer-^ pro tem.

city or ward clerk, or any disability in such clerk to per- polnted.^^'"

form the duties required by this act, the selectmen, mayor
and aldermen, or board of aldermen, or warden, may
appoint a clerk pro tempore, who shall be sworn and per-

form such duties.
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IV. Provisions relating to the Preservation of
Ballots and Check-Lists in Cities.

Section 40. In all elections in cities, whether the

same shall be for United States, state, county, city or ward
officers, it shall be the duty of the warden, or other pre-

siding officer, to cause all ballots which shall have been
given in by the qualified voters of the ward in which such

election has been held, and after the same shall have been
sorted, counted, declared and recorded, to be secured in

an envelope, in open ward meeting, and sealed with a seal

jjrovided for the purpose ; and the warden, clerk, and a

majority of the inspectors of the ward, shall indorse upon
the envelope for what offices and in what ward the ballots

have been received, the date of the election, and their

certificate that all the ballots given in by the voters of the

ward, and none other, are contained in said envelope.

Section 41. The warden, or other presiding officer,

shall forthwith transmit the ballots, sealed as aforesaid, to

the city clerk, by the constable in attendance at said elec-

tion, or by one of the ward officers other than the clerk

;

and the clerk shall retain the custody of the seal, and de-

liver the same, together with the records of the ward and
other documents, to his successor in office.

Section 42. The city clerk shall cause to be furnished

to the clerks of the several wards a seal of suitable device,

the design of which shall include the number or designa-

tion of the ward for which it shall be furnished. He shall

receive and retain in his care the ballots transmitted to him,

for the space of not less than sixty days ; if within the

time prescribed hj law for forwarding returns or declar-

ing the results of an election, ten or more citizens of any
ward shall notify the city clerk, by a written statement,

that they have reason to believe that the returns of the

ward officers are erroneous, and shall specify wherein they

deem them in error, the said clerk shall receive such state-

ment, and shall notify the board of aldermen, or the com-
mittee thereof appointed to examine the returns of said

election, and the board of aldermen, or their committee,

shall, within the time required by law for examining the

returns or declarino- the results of the election, examine

the ballots thrown in said ward, and determme the ques-

tions raised ; they shall then re-seal the envelope, either

with the seal of the city or a seal provided for the purpose.
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and shall indorse upon said envelope a certificate that the

same has been opened and re-sealed by them in conformity

to law; and the ballots, sealed as aforesaid, shall be

returned to the city clerk, who, upon their certificate,

shall alter and amend such returns as are found to be

erroneous, and such amended return shall stand as the true

return of the ward. And if, within sixty days of an

election, any person who received votes for any office at

said election shall serve upon the city clerk, by himself,

his agent or attorney, a written notification claiming an

election to such office, and declaring an intention to con-

test the right of any person who has received or who may
receive a certificate of election for the same, the city clerk

shall retain such ballots, sealed as aforesaid, subject to the

order of the body to which such person shall claim to

have been elected, or until such claim shall have been

withdrawn or finally decided.

Section 43. In all elections in cities in which a check- Check-iist to be

list is required bylaw to be used, the warden or other sealed up.

presiding officer of each ward shall cause the check-list so

used to be inclosed and sealed in an envelope in the same
manner as the ballots cast at said election are required by
law to be secured by section forty of this act, and the war-

den, clerk and a majority of the inspectors in each ward
shall certify on such envelope to the identity of the check-

list so inclosed : provided, that nothing in this act shall be Proviso.

construed to prevent the clerk of any city from furnishing

a copy of a check-list after it has been used in any ward,

upon the application of not less than ten legal voters

resident therein ; and immediately upon such copy being

furnished, the check-list shall be again sealed up.

Section 44. Whenever in any election the right of f^^^r^^hT^*^

any person offering to vote is challenged for any cause
"ifilign° ed*^®

'®

recognized by existing laws, it shall be the duty of the

warden or presiding officer, if the person challenging shall

so demand, to require the person so oflfering to vote to

write his name and residence upon the ballot so offered

and challenged, and the warden or presiding officer shall

add thereto the name of the person challenging the same,

and the cause assigned therefor, before such ballot shall be

received ; and if such ballot shall be ofiered sealed, the

writing as aforesaid may be upon the envelope covering

the same, and the warden or other presiding officer, in the

presence of the clerk and at least one inspector, shall
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mark and designate such ballot by writing thereon the

name of the person by whom it was cast, before it is

counted, and at the close of the election the same shall be
returned to the envelope in which it was deposited : pro-
vided, that nothing contained in this section shall be so

construed as to permit ward officers to receive any vote

which, by existing laws, they are required to refuse.

Section 45. If any city clerk shall wilfully neglect or

refuse to comply with any of the requirements of the pre-

ceding five sections of this act, he shall be punished by a

fine not exceeding two hundred dollars. And if any war-

den or other presiding officer, constable or ward oflicer as

aforesaid, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to comply with

the provisions of said sections, he shall be punished by a

fine of not less than twenty, or more than two hundred
dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not exceeding one year.
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V. Peovisions relating to the Preservation of
Ballots and Check-Lists in Towns.

Section 46. At every election in towns for officers

other than town officers, the selectmen shall cause all bal-

lots given in, after having been counted, declared and
recorded, to be secured in an envelope and sealed, and
they shall endorse on such envelope for what officers the

enclosed ballots were cast, and at what election, and the

same shall be sealed, endorsed and delivered to the town
clerk, before the adjournment of the meeting at which the

ballots were cast.

Section 47. The clerk shall carefully preserve such

envelope, unopened, sixty days, and if within that time

any person voted for serves notice on him in writing,

claiming an election, and desiring a recount of said ballots,

the clerk shall continue to hold such envelope, subject to

the order of the legislative body to which such person

claims an election, or in other cases, of the board required

by law finally to examine the returns and issue certificates

of election ; and in all such cases said legislative body or

board may take and open said envelope and recount the

ballots thus preserved.

Section 48. In all elections in towns in which a

check-list is required by law to be used (except elections

for town officers), the selectmen shall cause the check-
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list so used to be inclosed and sealed iu an enrelope, in

the same manner, but not in the same envelope, as the

ballots cast at said election are required by law to be
secured by section forty-six of this act ; and a majority of

the selectmen shall certify on such envelope to the identity

of the check-list so inclosed : provided, that nothing in Proviso.

this act shall be construed to prevent the selectmen from
furnishing a copy of a check-list after it has been used in

any election, upon the application of not less than ten

legal voters, resident therein ; and immediately upon such
copy being furnished, the check-list shall be again sealed

up, with a new certificate attached, by which the identity

and original condition shall be certified by a majority of

the selectmen.

Sectiox 49. When the right of a person offering a Dutyofseieet-

ballot at any election in towns for officers, other than toTote irchaf-

town officers, is challenged for any cause recognized by ^^^s^^-

law, the selectmen, if they receive the same, shall require

the voter to write his name and residence thereon, and
they shall add thereto the name of the challenger, and
the cause assigned for challenging. And if such ballot

shall be offered sealed, the writing as aforesaid may be
upon the envelope covering the same, and the selectmen

shall mark and designate such ballot by writing thereon

the name of the person by whom it was cast, before it is

coimted, and at the close of the election the same shall be
returned to the envelope in which it is deposited.

Section 50. Whoever wilfully or negligently violates Penalty.

any provision of the four preceding sections of this act,

shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two hundred
dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceed-

ing one year.

VI. Provisions eelating to the Election of Ward
Officers in Cities.

Section 51. At each municipal election in any city, it ward oflscers to

shall be the duty of the ward officers of the several wards of election of

to make out and sign certificates of the election of such
^'*'^*^ '*^'=^^®-

ward officers as are chosen at such election, in the manner
now provided by law, and said certificates for each ward
shall be placed in one envelope, endorsed "ward officers

chosen in ward number ," and transmitted to the city

clerk, who shall retain said envelopes unopened for twenty

54
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days, subsequent to the day of said election, and he shall

then open said envelopes, and transmit said certificates to

the persons who appear to be thus chosen.

Section 52. If, within said twenty days, a statement,

in writing, is filed with the city clerk, signed by ten legal

voters in any ward, stating that they believe that the

warden, or clerk, or any inspector of elections of said

ward, who has been declared elected, did not receive a

plurality of the votes cast on the preceding election day,

it shall be the duty of the city clerk to lay the same be-

fore the board of aldermen for the time being, who shall

proceed to count the original ballots cast for such warden,
clerk or inspector, and shall declare the result, and shall

issue a certificate to the person entitled thereto : provided^

that this act shall not apply to ward officers chosen to fill

vacancies on election day.

Section 53. If the charter of any city, or any act in

amendment of such charter, or otherwise relating to such

city, contains any specific and particular provision incon-

sistent with such of the provisions of this act as apply to

cities, such specific and particular provision shall continue

in force in such city, anything in this act contained to the

contrary notwithstanding : provided, however, that all elec-

tions in cities which, by any act, are appointed to be held

on Monday, shall be held on the Tuesday next following

such Monday.

statement of
number of votes,
&c., not to be
made before
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Vn. Concluding Provisions.

Section 54. Until the close of the polls and the pub-

lic declaration of the vote at an election in any city, no

statement shall be made by any warden, inspector or

clerk, of the number of ballots cast, the number of voters

present, the number of votes given for any person or for

any ofiicer, the name of any person who has voted, the

name of any person which has been voted on, nor of any

other fact tending to show the state of the polls.

Section 55. Any warden, ward clerk, or inspector

violating the provisions of the preceding section of this

act, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hun-

dred dollars or imprisonment in the house of correction

for twenty days.

Section 56. Nothing contained in the first section of

this act shall be construed to limit or abridge the rights of
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Indians, and people of color heretofore known and called

Indians, within this Commonwealth, as declared by chap-

ter one hundred and eightj^-four of the acts of the year

one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and chapter

four hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year one

thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine.

Section 57. Nothing contained in this act shall affect
^^f^fg^gj^gt^j,

the validity of the provisions of chapter sixty of the acts

of the present year, entitled an act to establish the board

of registrars of voters of the city of Boston and to reg-

ulate the preparation and revision of the voting lists in

said city.

Section 58. Chapter six of the General Statutes, sec- Kepeai.

tions one, two, three, eight and nine of chapter seven of

the General Statutes, and sections seven to twenty-four,

inclusive, of chapter eight of the General Statutes, to-

gether with the several acts enumerated in the schedule

hereto appended, are hereby repealed : provided^ that Proviso,

such repeal shall not revive any act heretofore repealed or

superseded ; and the provisions of this act, so far as they

are the same as those of existing laws, shall be construed

as a continuation of such laws, and not as new enactments ;

and references in laws not repealed to provisions of laws

incorporated herein, shall be construed as applying to the

same provisions so incorporated.

Schedule of Acts Repealed.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty. List of acts

Chapter 138. An act concerning municipal elections.
"

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-one.

Chapter 145. An act defining the qualifications of voters for representatives to Congress.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-two.

C hapter 180. Section first of an act relating to the election of town officers.

Acts of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Siirtiy-three.

Chapter 144. An act concerning elections in cities.

Chapter 198. An act in relation to the election of moderators of tovm meetings.

Acts of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-seven.

Chapter 50. An act in relation to the time of holding meetings for the election of cer-
tain officers.

Chapter 206. An act in addition to an act concerning the qualifications of electors.

Chapter 240. An act in relation to the election of ward officers.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-eight.

Chapter 211. An act relating to the assessment of taxes.



428 1874.—Chapter 377.

Acts of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-nine.

Chapter 62. An act concerning elections in cities and towns.
Chapter 443. An act to repeal section one of chapter two hundred and eleven of the

acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, concerning the assess.
ment of taxes.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-one.

Chapter 40. An act concerning the preservation of ballots in towns.

Acts of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-two.

Chapter 140. An act to change the time of holding the annual municipal elections in
cities.

Chapter 261. An act in relation to the change of domicile of voters in cities.

Chapter 270. An act concerning elections in cities.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-three.

Chapter 376. An act to prevent fraud at elections in cities.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-four.

Chapter 20. An act concerning elections in cities.

Ch. 377.

Corporators.

Name and pur-
pose.

Real and per-
gonal estate.

Construction of
dams.

Section 59. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 29, 1874.

An Act to incorporate the barre falls reservoir company.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows

:

Section 1. Charles W. Freelancl, Charles W. Smith,

J. Edwin Smith and Charles A. Stevens, their associates

and successors are made a corporation by the name of the

Barre Falls Eeservoir Company, for the purpose of con-

structing and maintaining a reservoir of water upon the

Ware River in the towns of Barre, Rutland, Hubbardston
and Oakham in the county of Worcester.

Section 2. Said corporation may hold real and per-

sonal estate necessary and convenient for the purposes of

this act, and its whole capital stock shall not exceed one
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which shall be divided

into shares of one hundred dollars each which may be held

by any manufacturing corporation interested iii the water

of said stream.

Section 3. No dam shall be constructed under this act

until the plans and specifications of the same have been
approved by an engineer appointed by the governor ; and
if at any time during the progress of the work it appears

that said plans and specifications are not being faithfully

executed, then said engineer shall have authority to

appoint an inspector to be constantly engaged in supervis-

ing the construction of said dam, and upon a refusal of

said corporation or its agents to adhere to said plans aud
specifications, the authority granted by this act shall cease.


