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months after this act goes into effect, by the mayor and

aldermen of the city of Boston, if they deem such suit for

the interest of the said county and city ; but no such suit

shall be instituted after six months.

Section 7. The territory hereby annexed to the city Territory an.

of Newton shall be attached to and made part of ward one of ward one,
p
fn

in the city of Newton, and shall so remain until the altera-
Newton -

tion of the ward limits by the city of Newton as provided

by law.

Section 8. The city of Newton shall have the power county and city

and authority to alter, straighten, widen, repair and grade
wayB "

all county and city ways within said territory in the same
way that it is now authorized to alter, straighten, widen,

repair and grade city ways and streets.

Section 9. This act shall not take effect unless accepted Subject to ac
... « .

ueptance by city

by the city of Newton within two months from its passage, of Newton.

Section 10. The city clerk of Newton shall certify to ratycierkto

the secretary of the Commonwealth the acceptance by the ance tVsecre."

city council of Newton, immediately after the same has commonwealth,

been accepted.

Section 11. So much of this act as authorizes the city when to take

council of Newton to accept the same shall take effect upon
t

its passage, and if accepted as herein provided it shall take

effect on the first day of July, in the year eighteen hundred
and seventy-five. Approved May 5, 1875.

An Act for the laying out of public parks in or near the Qhap.185
city of boston.

Be it enacted, &c., as follows:

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston, with the Three cpmmia-
, r. , , .. -l i ii i iv sioners to be

approval ot the city council, shall as soon as may be alter appointed by

this act shall take effect, appoint three competent commis- Boston?
™*

sioners, who shall hold their offices until the expiration of

terms of two, three and four years, respectively, from the

first day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-

five. The mayor shall, Avith like approval, before the first

day of May in each year after the year eighteen hundred
and seventy-six, appoint a commissioner to continue in

office for the term of three years from said day. No per-

son shall be a commissioner who is at the same time a

member of the city council of said city ; and any commis-
sioner may at any time be removed by a concurrent

vote of two-thirds of the whole of each branch of said

council.
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Section 2. Said commissioners shall constitute a board
of park commissioners, and any vacancy occurring in said

board shall be rilled, for the residue of the term of the

commissioner whose place is to be filled, in the same man-
ner in which such commissioner was originally appointed.

Said commissioners shall receive such compensation as the

city council shall determine.

Section 3. Said board shall have power to locate

within the limits of the city of Boston, one or more public

parks ; and for that purpose, from time to time, to take in

fee, by purchase or otherwise, any and all such lands as

said board may deem desirable therefor ; or to take bonds
for the conveyance thereof to said city, to lay out, improve,
govern and regulate any such park or parks, and the use

thereof; to make rules for the use and government thereof,

and for breaches of such rules to affix penalties not exceed-
ing twenty dollars for one offence, to be imposed by any
court of competent jurisdiction ; to appoint all necessary

engineers, surveyors, clerks and other officers, including a

police force to act in such parks ; to define the powers and
duties of such officers, and fix the amount of their compen-
sation ; and generally to do all needful acts for the proper
execution of the powers and duties granted to, or imposed
upon said city, or said board, by this act: provided, hoiv-

ever, that no land shall be taken, or other thing involving

an expenditure of money done, until an appropriation,

sufficient to cover the estimated expense thereof, shall

have been made by a vote of two-thirds of each branch, of

the city council of said city.

Section 4. Said board shall, within sixty days after

the taking of any land under this act, file in the registry

of deeds for the county in which the land is situated a

description thereof, sufficiently accurate for identifying the

same.

Section 5. Said board shall estimate and determine all

damages sustained by any persons by the taking of land

or other acts of said board in the execution of the powers
vested in them by this act ; but any party aggrieved by
any such determination of said board, may have his dam-
ages assessed by a jury of the superior court, in the same
manner as is provided by law, with respect to damages
sustained by reason of the laying out of ways in the city

of Boston.
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Section 6. The fee of all lands taken or purchased by Fee of lands

, .
L " taken to vest in

said board under this act shall vest in the city or Boston, the city.

and said city shall be liable to pay all damages assessed or

determined, as provided in the preceding section, and all

other costs and expenses incurred by said board in the

execution of the powers vested in them by this act. Said

city shall also be authorized to take and hold in trust or

otherwise any devise, grant, gift or bequest that may be

made for the purpose of laying out, improving or orna-

menting any parks in said city.

Section 7. Anv real estate in the city of Boston, which Real estate

• • • iiii • i n a. l
may be assessed

in the opinion or said board shall receive any benefit ana for betterments.

advantage from the locating and laying out of a park under

the provisions of this act, beyond the general advantages

to all real estate in the city of Boston, may, after like

notice to all parties interested as is provided by law, to be

given by the street commissioners of the city of Boston in

cases of laying out streets in said city, be assessed by said

board for a proportional share of the expense of such

location and laying out : provided, that the entire amount
so assessed upon any estate shall not exceed one-half of

the amount which said board shall adjudge to be the whole

benefit received by it.

Section 8. No assessment shall be made as provided 4
B

maSe witua
in the preceding section except within two years after the two years,

passage of the order, the execution of which causes the

benefit for which the assessment is made.
Section 9. All assessments made under this act shall Hen^pon^i

3

constitute a lien upon the real estate so assessed, to be estate.

enforced and collected by the city of Boston, in the same
manner and with like charges for costs ahd interest as is

provided by law for the collection of taxes ; and such

assessments may be apportioned by said board in like

manner as assessments for benefits caused by the laying

out of ways may now be apportioned by the street com-
missioners of said city.

Section 10. Anv party aggrieved by any assessment Party aggrieved
v i •/ oo *j *s m.iy hfive as-

made by said board as aforesaid, may have the amount of sessment by a

the benefit received by his estate assessed by a jury of the
JU1> '

superior court in the same manner as is provided by law
with respect to damages sustained by reason of the laying

out of ways in the city of Boston.
n i-i x,T. J

. i t ji • Assessment
Section 11. When an assessment is made under this upon leased real

.... , , .. ,.
i

.
i

• estate to be paid
act upon an estate, the whole or any portion ot which is by owner.
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leased, the owner of the estate shall pay the assessment,

owner may and may thereafter collect of the lessee an additional rent
collect addition. e , i , . -, -.

, , ,

ai rent of lessee, tor the portion so leased, equal to ten per centum per

annum on that proportion of the whole sum paid, which the

leased portion bears to the whole estate after deducting
from the whole sum so paid, any amount he may have re-

ceived for damages to the estate above what he has

necessarily expended on such estate by reason of such

damages.
Public Park Section 12. For the purpose of defraying the expenses

incurred under the provisions of this act, the city council

of Boston shall have authority to issue, from time to time,

and to an amount not exceeding the amount actually ex-

pended for the purchase or taking of lands for said parks,

bonds or certificates of debt, to be denominated, on the face

thereof, the "Public Park Loan," and to bear interest at a

rate not exceeding six per centum per annum, and to be
payable at such periods as said council may determine.

sinking fund. * For the redemption of such loan said council shall establish

a sinking fund sufficient, with the accumulating interest,

to provide for its payment at maturity. All sums received

for betterments shall be paid into said sinking fund, until

such fund shall amount to a sum sufficient, with its accu-

mulation, to pay at maturity the bonds for the security of

which the fund was established.
streets, etc., not Section 13. No street or way, and no steam or horse
to be laid out •liiiiii-i • /• i
over park, railroad shall be laid out over any portion ot any park
approve!

°' located under this act, except at such places and in such
manner as said board shall approve.

^i^i-y todies Section 14. No military encampment, parade, drill,

park unless review, or other military evolution or exercise shall be held
board consents. r. i i 1 • i . o •

-i j. -^.l
or performed on any park laid out as aforesaid, except with

the prior consent of said board ; nor shall any military

body, without such consent, enter or move in military order

within the same, except in case of riot', insurrection, rebell-

ion or Avar.

to^SwStf Section 15. Said board shall annually, in the month
city council. Gf January, make to the city council of Boston, a full

report of its doings for the preceding year, including a

detailed statement of all their receipts and expenditures.
Park commis. Section 16. The mayor of any city adjoining the city
sioners may be .

** •/•/«/ o •*

appointed in of Boston may, with the approval of the city council of

Boston.
J°imng such adjoining city, appoint, and the inhabitants of any

town adjoining the city of Boston may, at any legal meet-
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ing called for the purpose, elect park commissioners, who
shall have powers similar to those hereinbefore given to

the park commissioners of the city of Boston, to lay out

and improve parks within such adjoining city or town in

conjunction or connection with any park laid out in Boston ;

and any park laid out by the park commissioners of such

adjoining city or town shall be subject to similar provisions

to those hereinbefore made regarding parks in Boston,

and such adjoining city or town shall have similar rights

and be subject to similar duties to those hereinbefore

given to and imposed upon the city of Boston in relation

to incurring debts for the purpose of defraying expenses

incurred under this act : provided, however, that the pro- Proviso,

visions of this section shall not apply to any such adjoining

city that has not accepted the same by a vote of a majority

of the legal voters at the annual meeting for the choice of

municipal officers.

Section 17. This act shall not take full effect unless Subject to

accepted by a majority of the legal voters of the city of majority vote.

Boston, present, and voting thereon, by ballot and using

the check-list, at meetings which shall be held in the several

wards of said city on the second Wednesday of June in the

present year, and upon notice thereof duly given at least

seven days before the time of said meetings ; and the polls

shall be opened not later than nine o'clock in the forenoon

and closed not earlier than six o'clock in the afternoon of

said day. In case of the absence of any ward officer at

airy ward meeting in said city, held for the purpose afore-

said, a like officer may be chosen pro tempore by hand vote,

and shall be duly qualified, and shall have all the powers

and be subject to all the duties of the regular officer at said

meetings. Said ballots shall be "yes" or "no," in answer

to the question, "Shall an act passed by the legislature of

the Commonwealth, in the year eighteen hundred and
seventy-five, entitled, 'An Act for the laying out of public

parks in or near the city of Boston,' be accepted?" Such Meetings to be

meetings shall be called, notified, and warned by the board foVeieetioVof*
8

of aldermen of said city in the same manner in which j^^rsT
1

meetings for the election of municipal officers are called,

notified, and warned.

The ballots given in shall be assorted, counted and de-

clared in open ward meeting, and shall be registered in the

ward records. The clerk of each ward shall within forty-

eight hours of the close of the polls make return to the
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board of aldermen of the number of ballots cast in his

ward in favor of the acceptance of this act, and of the

number cast against its acceptance. And it shall be the

duty of the board of aldermen to certify, as soon as may
be, to the secretary of the Commonwealth, the whole num-
ber of ballots cast in said city in favor of the acceptance

of this act, and the whole number cast against said accept-

ance ; and if it shall appear that a majority of the ballots

have been cast in favor of acceptance, the said secretary

shall immediately issue and publish his certificate declaring

this act to have been duly accepted.

Section 18. So much of this act as authorizes and
directs the submission of the question of its acceptance to

the legal voters of the city of Boston, shall take eifect

upon its passage. Approved May 6, 1875.

Bills for expend
itures incurred
by committees
of legislature

to be approved
in writing by a
majority of
committee.

Chap. 186 An Act to provide for the proper auditing of legislative
EXPENSES.

Be it enacted, &c, as follows:

Section 1. No money shall be allowed and paid from
the treasury for expenditures of any kind incurred by
committees of the legislature except such as are approved
and audited in the following manner, namely :—at the

beginning of each month during the sessions of the legis-

lature, and at such other times as may be found convenient

and necessary for the purposes of this act, it shall be the

duty of the secretary, or other member of the committee
designated for that purpose, to prepare a schedule of all

accounts for such expenditures as may have been incurred,

for which bills have been rendered, and such schedule

with each bill enumerated thereon shall be presented to

and passed upon by the committee. And when agreed to,

shall be approved in writing by a majority of the mem-
bers of the committee and shall then be transmitted to the

auditor for allowance and payment : provided, that if any
bill for any expenditure duly authorized and incurred dur-

ing a regular or special session of the legislature shall not

have been rendered during such session so that the same
cannot be laid before the committee at a meeting as afore-

said, the approval, in writing, of a majority of the mem-
bers of the committee shall be sufficient to authorize the

auditor to allow and certify the same for payment. Blank
forms for the schedules herein mentioned shall be furnished

by the auditor.


