
1884.— Chapter 298. 275

its passage, but in all other respects on the first day of

July next. Approved May 29, 1884.

Ax Act to ascertain by proper proofs the citizens who
(JJicip,29S

ARE ENTITLED TO THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

Be it enacted, etc., asfoUotvs:

Section 1. Every male citizen of twenty-one years of
.^'^""^^^^l.^'

°^

age and upwards (except paupers, persons under

guardianship, and persons excluded by article twenty

of the amendments to the constitution), who has resided

within the state one year, and within the city or town in

which he claims a right to vote six months next preceding

any election of city, town, county or state officers, of rep-

resentatives to congress, or of electors of president and
vice president, and who has paid, by himself, his parent,

master or guardian, a state or county tax assessed upon
him in this state within two years next preceding such

election ; and also every citizen who shall be by law

exempted from taxation, and who shall be in all

other respects qualified as above mentioned ; and also

every citizen included in article twenty-eight of the

amendments to the constitution,— shall have a right to
^

vote in all such elections ; and no other person shall have

such right to vote, except as provided in section four.

Section 2. No person having served in the army or certain soldiers

navy of the United States in time of war, and having been dLquanHed"o°n

honorably discharged from such service, if otherwise
pauperl^eic!'"^

qualified to vote, shall be disqualified therefor on account

of being a pauper, or if a pauper because of the non-pay-

ment of a poll tax.

Sections. In an election of representatives to con- Persons not ai-

gress, no person shall be allowed to vote unless he has forrepresem^a-

resided in the congressional district where he offers to g^c'sVun^ess

vote six months next preceding such election, and is other-
gl'^Jd^inThe'^dis.

wise qualified accordinj; to the constitution and laws :
trif-t six mombs,

X o etc,

provided, that, when the state is districted anew for mem-
bers of congress, he shall have the right so to vote in his

district according to such new arrangement ; and j9rot'i6ZefZ,

also, that no voter residing in a city which now is or here-

after may be divided by the line between congressional

districts shall be deprived of his vote in the district in

which he was assessed or liable to assessment, on, the

first day of May next precedinsf such congressional elec-

tion, if he is otherwise qualified.
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Women who Section 4. Every woman who is a citizen of this

vote for school Commonwealth, of twenty-one years of a<^e and upwards
committees. , . i ti* j(except paupers, persons under guardianship, and persons

excluded by article twenty of the amendments to the consti-

tution), who has resided within the state one year, and
within the city or town in which she claims a right to vote

six months next preceding any election of school com-
mittees, and who has paid by herself, her parent, guardian

or trustee, a state, county, city or town tax assessed upon
her or her trustee in this state within two years next pre-

ceding such election, shall have a right to vote in all such

elections for members of school committees.
Right to vote, of Section 5. The provisions of section fifty-two of

emptedfrom chaptcr tvventy-sevcn of the Public Statutes are hereby
taxation.

extcudcd 80 as to include, in addition to the persons therein

enumerated, every citizen who shall be by law exempted
from taxation, and who shall be in all other respects

qualified as required by the constitution.

tobecufz^eiB'^*^
SECTION 6. All ludiaus, and people of color hereto-

fore known and called Indians, within this Commonwealth,
are made and declared to be citizens of the Commonwealth,
and entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities,

and subject to all the duties and liabilities, to which
citizens of this Commonwealth are entitled or subject.

Exemption from SECTION 7. Evcrv male inhabitant of a city or town,
taxation by rea- . "^ . ^ t .

sonofiigf, tobe who, by reason ot age, infirmity and poverty, is exempted
deemed exemp- './ O' J i *''

c c
tiou by law, etc. froui taxatiou under the twelfth clause of section five of

chapter eleven of the Public Statutes, shall be deemed to

be exempted by law within the meaning of article three

of the amendments to the constitution.
Collectors of SECTION "6. The collcctoi's of statc and couuty taxcs iu
taxes to keep . /» i

list of persons each City and town shall keep an accurate account oi the
who have paid /> 1

1

f i ^ i
• i. e

taxes and upon naiiies ot all pcrsous irom whom they receive payment oi

rec"ipu.^°^'^^ any state or county tax, and of the time of such payment,
and upon request shall deliver to the person paying the

same a receipt specifying his name and the time of pay-

ment, and such receipts shall be admitted as presumptive

evidence thereof.
Collectors to re. SECTION 9. The collcctors, whether the time for which
turn such lists

.

'

1 II • • 1

twice each year, they wci'e choscu has expired or not, shall, twice in each

year, namely, once not more than twenty-five nor less

than twenty days before the annual city or town elections,

and once not more than sixty nor less than fifty days be-

fore the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November,
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return to the registrars of voters of their respective cities

and towns an accurate list of all persons from whom
they have received payment of any state or county tax

since the time appointed for making their last preceding

return.

Section 10. Every collector neglecting to make such pennityfor

return shall forfeit one hundred dollars for each neglect, faislTretum."'^

and twenty dollars for every name in respect to which he

makes a false return.

Section 11. When a male person, on or before the Assesementof

fifteenth day of September in any year, gives notice in omuteTpoiis

writing, accompanied by satisftictory evidence, to the ""^ estates.

assessors of a city or town, that he was on the first day of

May of that year an inhabitant thereof, and liable to pay

a poll tax, and furnishes under oath a true list of his polls,

and estate both real and personal, not exempt from taxa-

tion, the assessors shall assess him for his polls and estate ;

but such assessment shall be subject to the provisions of

section seventy-three of chapter eleven of the Public Stat-

utes. And the assessors shall, on or before the twentieth

day of September, deposit with the registrars of voters or

board charged with the preparation of the list of voters

of the city or town a list of the persons so assessed.

The taxes so assessed shall be entered in the tax list

of the collector of the city or town, and he shall collect

and pay over the same in the manner specified in his

warrant.

Section 12. Any woman, who is a citizen of this Assegsmem

Commonwealth, may, on or before the fifteenth day (jf
^p°'^'"°^^ •

September in any year, give notice in writing, accompa-

nied by satisfactory evidence, to the assessors of a city or

town, that she was on the first day of May of that year an

inhabitant thereof, and that she desires to pay a poll tax,

and to furnish under oath a true list of her estate, both

real and personal, not exempt from taxation, and she shall

thereupon be assessed for her poll, not exceeding fifty

cents, and for her estate, and the assessors shall, on or

bef(n-e the twentieth day of September, return her name
to the registrars of voters or board charged with the prep-

aration of the list of voters of the city or town in the list

of the persons so assessed. The taxes so assessed shall

be entered in the tax list of the collector of the city or

town, and he shall collect and pay over the same in the

manner specified in his warrant.
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trars of voters
to be appointed
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Members to rep-
resent equally
the two political

Section 13. When a person makes application to the

assessors of a city or town to be assessed a poll tax for

the year then current, and it appears that the applicant

was on the first day of May preceding an inhabitant there-

of, and liable to pay a poll tax, but was not assessed

therefor, and that he is, or has been during any portion

of the two years preceding such application, engaged in

the military or naval service of the United States, the

assessors shall, provided the applicant has returned frora

said service subsequent to the time fixed by law for the
close of assessment of taxes, forthwith assess such tax,

and notify the treasurer of such city or tow^n of the assess-

ment, and the person so assessed shall, upon payment of
said tax, have the same right to be registered and vote

in said city or town as if his tax had been regularly

assessed.

Section 14. Within thirty days after the passage of
this act, the selectmen of each town, by a writing signed
by them or by a majority of them, and filed with the town
clerk, and the mayor of each city, subject to the approval
of the board of aldermen, shall appoint three able and dis-

creet persons, qualified voters in said city or town, who
shall hold no other oflSce or position by election or ap-

pointment in said city or town, who shall constitute,

together with the city or town clerk for the time being, a

board of retjistrars of voters. One of the registrars so

appointed shall hold his office until the first day of May in

the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five, one until the

first day of May in the year eighteen hundred and eijihty-

six, and one until the first day of May in the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-seven ; and in the manner aforesaid,

the mayor of each cit}^ and selectmen of each town shall

in the month of March or April in the year eighteen hun-
dred and eighty-five, and in each year thereafter, appoint

one person qualified as aforesaid, to be a registrar of
voters for the term of three years from the first day of
May then next ensuing, and until another is appointed in

his place. In case of a vacancy occurring by reason of

the death, resignation or removal from office of any one of

the registrars appointed, as aforesaid, during the term for

which he is appointed the mayor or selectmen in the man-
ner aforesaid, shall appoint a person qualified as aforesaid,

for the residue of said term. The members of said board

shall equally rejDresent the two political parties which cast
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the largest number of votes in the Commonwealth at the parties wiiich

annual election next preceding their appointment and not vou. at the eiec

more than two of them shall be of the same political party. ce"i"g appoint-

The city or town clerk shall act as clerk of the said board, "»^"'-

shall keep a full and ftiithful record of its proceedings and

procure the serving or posting of such notices as the regis-

trars may require.

Section 15. Such registrars shall perform all the Duties, oath.

duties in relation to the registration of voters now imposed

upon existing boards of registration, or upon the mayor

and aldermen in cities where there are no registrars, and

selectmen in towns, and shall before entering upon the

duties of their oiBce take and subscribe an oath faithfully

to perform the same. They shall receive such compensa- compensation.

tion as the city council or selectmen may from time to

time determine ; but such compensation shall not be regu-

lated by the number of names registered on any list of

voters, and any reduction of compensation shall take effect

upon such registrars only as are appointed after such

reduction. The city council or selectmen shall furnish omceroom.

office room fur the registrars and such aid as may be

needed by them.
Section 1(3. The registrars, at their first meeting to Res^istrars may

make the register of voters, or at an adjournment thereof, onii^mmual

may use the voting lists of the annual election then last
[.[^t pa"t?o'a

d

past to aid them in forming the said register, but the
t{]e"egi/^Jr"''°^

name of no person shall be placed on such register if

objected to by one of the registrars, or by a qualified

voter of the same city or town, unless he shall be known
or proved, to the satisfaction of such registrars, to be, at

the time, a qualified voter in such city or town ; nor shall

the name of any person be placed or retained on such

register without the concurrence of three of the four

registrars.

Section 17. The reo^istrars of voters in cities and Registersof
O

-I e ^^
voters to be kept

towns shall make and keep a record of all persons i" towns and

entitled to vote therein at any election of town, city,

county, district, state or national officers, which shall be

known as a register of voters.

Section 18. Said reg'ister shall contain the name of To contain narre
O

, .
-written in full,

each voter written in full, or his first christian name, or a^re, piaoe ..f

that name by which he is generally known written in full, tion,e°c.!"oT'

with the initial or initials of any other name or names ^'"'''^"''"''

which he may have in addition to his surname, his age
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and place of birth, the street or place in the town or city

where he resided on the first day of May, and at the time
of registration, the date of said registration, his occupa-
tion and place of business or employment, and such other

particulars as may be necessary fully to identify him.
Section 19. The assessors of taxes of each city shall,

on or before the fifteenth day of July in each year, cause

street lists of the several voting precincts in snch city to

be compiled and printed in pamphlet form for public dis-

tribution. Said compilation shall be by precincts sepa-

rately, not exceeding fifty copies for each, arranged so as

to show under the number of the house, or if there is no
number, then under such other definite description of
the location of the dwelling place as will enable it to be
readily ascertained, the names of all persons resident in

each dwelling, and assessed for poll taxes. The said

assessors shall send such number of copies thereof as

may be required by the board of registrars of voters to

the clerk of said board.

Section 20. The registrars of voters shall cause
proper notices to be published or posted, and proper
opportunity given at least twenty days before the annual
city or town election and at least thirty days before the

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November annu-
ally, to all persons to present themselves for registration

;

and thereafter before registering any person whose quali-

fications have not been previously determined by them,
they shall examine him under oath in regard to his quali-

fications to vote, and shall require such person to write

his name and read in the oflScial editiou thereof at least

three lines of the constitution, other than the title, in

such manner as to show that he is not prompted nor recit-

ing from memory, before they place his name on said reg-

ister, unless such person is exempted by article twenty of

the amendments to the constitution.

Section 21. After the lists of qualified voters are

printed and posted as now required by law, no name shall

be added thereto, unless the applicant for registration

appears in person before the registrars or assistant regis-

trars and proves his claim to be registered.

Section 22. The secretary of the Commonwealth
shall furnish to each board of registrars applying there-

for, at cost price, suitable blank books for said registra-

tion, and said books shall be uniform in character, and
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shall contain eleven blank columns with uniform headings

in the followincf form :

—

?
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Certificate of
names to be sent
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Names of
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Voter's resi-
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site name.

tax hills of persons assessed shall he corrected on said

tax bills by the hoard of assessors or the board acting as

registrars of voters, and also on forms of certificates

specially prepared for the purpose ; and every tax hill so

changed, together with the certificate, shall be stamped
with an official stamp of the board making such change
before the person whose tax bill is so changed shall be
allowed to register as a voter. All certificates of names
so changed shall be sent to the collector of taxes, who
shall, as soon as may be after the first day of January in

each year, make corresponding changes or corrections on
the list of assessed polls committed to him by the board
of assessors. The collector shall also transmit said cer-

tificates to the board of assessors, who shall, before the

first day of March in each year, make corresponding
changes or corrections on the proper books in their de-

partment.

Section 27. The registrars of voters in cities and
towns shall, at least twenty days before the annual city

and town elections, and at least thirty days before the

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November annually,

make correct alphabetical lists of all the persons qualified

to vote for the several oflScers to be elected at those times,

which lists in cities shall be by precincts separately ; and
shall, at least twenty days before the annual city or town
elections and at least thirty days before said Tuesday after

the first Monday in November annually, cause such lists

in towns to be posted up in two or more public places,

and in cities each precinct list in one or more public places

in each precinct respectively.

Section 28. The names of women may be placed

upon a separate list; and, when the name of any woman
has been placed upon the list of voters of a city or town,
it shall remain on the list as long as she continues to

reside in such city or town, and has paid any state, county,

city or town tax that has been assessed on her or her trustee

in this state within two years next preceding any election ;

provided that the facts relating to residence shall be fur-

nished to the registrars each year prior to the close of

registration.

Section 29. The place of residence of each voter, on
the first day of May next preceding the making up of the list

of voters, shall be entered thereon opposite the name of the

voter : and in cities the name of each voter shall be entered
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upon the list of the precinct in which he was assessed,

or if not assessed, where he was liable to assessment.

When a person becomes an inhabitant of a city after the Name to be

first day of ^May, and before an election at which he is eSn wiucT

entitled to vote, his name shall be entered on the list of ^^;; ^[^^^Y^^™
the precinct of which he first becomes an inhabitant.

Section 30. The clerk of each city or town shall, on cierktosend to

the first day of every month, and also two days before names of per-

every election, send to the registrars of voters a list,
eons deceased.

which in cities shall be by precincts, of male persons over

twenty-one years of age deceased within the preceding

month, or since the last time of sending such list; and

the names of snch persons found upon the list of voters

shall be erased therefrom.

Section 31. At any election other than the annual
?^''*°"J,oX';

state election, a person who has removed from one precinct to vote

, ..1 • .1 -i 1 11 i.
• as at preceding

precinct to another, within the same city, snail vote in state election.

the precinct in which he was entitled to vote at the last

preceding annual state election.

Section 32. Upon a complaint in writing under oath Names regis-

made by a registered voter in a city at least seven days, stdcke^froin

or in a town at least four days, before an election, setting noUcfandTx-

forth that he has reason to believe, and does believe that imination.

a certain person is illegally registered, and the reasons

therefor, the registrars shall re-examine the matter of

the registration of such person, and if there shall appear

to be probable ground for such complaint, they shall make
a record thereof and shall summon such person to appear

before them and examine him under oath in regard to the

matter set forth in the complaint ; they may hear other

and further evidence relative thereto, and, if satisfied that

his name is entered upon the list of a precinct other than

where he ought to be registered shall transfer his name to

the list of the proper precinct and notify the assessors of

such change or if satisfied that he is not a qualified voter,

they shall strike his name from the list. Said summons
shall be directed to the person named in said affidavit,

and shall require him to appear before said board of regis-

trars at a time and place therein named, which time shall

be before the election next ensuing, then and there to

show cause why his name should remain upon the regis-

ter of voters, and a copy of this section shall be printed

upon the face of said summons. Service of the summons
shall be made by an oflicer duly qualified to serve civil or
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Applicationo,
etc., to be pre
served.

Sessions of reg-

istrars in towns

servnceofsum- criminal process, by delivering to the person named there-
in a copy thereof attested by the officer who serves it, or
by leaving such copy for him at his last and usual place
of abode known to the officer, not more than fourteefi days
nor less than twenty-four hours before the return day
thereof, and such officer shall return said summons to said

registrars before the return day thereof, with a certificate

of service endorsed thereon. If, after service of said sum-
mons in the manner aforesaid, a person shall fall to appear
as directed therein, without sufficient cause being shown
therefor, his name shall be stricken from the register of
voters.

affidivit'tol'r
Section 33. Whoever shall knowingly or wilfully

deemed perjury, make a falsc affidavit, under the preceding section, re-

garding the qualifications of any voter shall be deemed
guilty of perjury.

Section 34. All applications, certificates or affidavits

taken by the registrars of voters under this act and acts

in amendment hereof, shall be preserved for two years.

Section 35. The registrars of voters in towns shall

be in session at some convenient place until ten o'clock in

the afternoon on the Wednesday next preceding all meet-
ings for the election of town, county, district, state or

national officer.s, and for such time previous thereto as

they may judge necessary, for the purpose of receiving

evidence of qualifications of persons claiming a right to

vote in such elections, and of correcting the list of voters;

and they shall give notice of the time and place of holding

the sessions upon the lists posted up as provided in section

twenty-seven, and shall also state therein the day of the

month when registration will cease, and that after the

close of registration no name will be entered on the list

of voters except as hereinafter provided.

Section 36. The registrars of voters in cities shall be
in session until ten o'clock in the afternoon of the Satur-

day next but one preceding the day of any election, and
for such time previous thereto as they may judge nec-

essary, for the purpose of receiving evidence of the

qualifications of persons claiming a right to vote, and of

correcting the list of voters ; and they shall give notice of

the time and place of holding the sessions upon the lists of

voters posted up as provided by section twenty-seven, and
shall also state therein the day of the month when regis-

tration will cease, and that after the close of resristration

Sessions of reg
istrars in cities.
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no name will be entered on the list of voters except as here-

inafter provided.

Section 37. The registration of voters in towns shall uegiBtration to

1 1 • 1 r /• 1 -»XT 1 1
cease iii towns

cease at ten o clock m the aiternoou ot the Wednesday at looviock

next preceding the day of any election, and in cities at day' next pre""^*"

ten o'clock in the afternoon of the Saturday next but one andif cukJ a"'

preceding the day of any election ; and no name shall be en- „"
"^e siuufday

tered on the list of voters of any city or town after the next but one

close of registration unless the qualifications of the person tion.

as a voter have been determined by the registrars of voters

at some meeting held before the close of registration ; such

fact to be verified by the certificate of the clerk of the

board of registrars.

Section 38. The registrars of voters, before entering Naturalization

upon the regi(?ter the name of a naturalized citizen, shall produced for in-

require him to produce for their inspection his papers of ^p^ction.

naturalization, and to make oath that he is the identi-

cal person named therein ; they shall be satisfied that he

has been legally naturalized, shall make a record or memo-
randum upon said papers of the date of such inspection and
shall enter upon the said register the name and location

of the court by which said papers were issued with the

date thereof. They need not require the production of

such papers after they have once examined and passed

upon them.

Section 39. Registrars of voters shall not register voters not to be

voters in secret session, but publicly, and shall ajfford to secret^essi'on,

a reasonable number of persons of the various political
i^"^ pu^^i'^iy-

parties, opportunity to witness such registration ; and the

register of voters and the record of the clerk of the board

of registrars shall at all reasonable times be open to public

inspection, without charge, at the office of the authorities

with whom they are deposited.

Section 40. The board of registrars shall possess full Registrars may
. .. 1-11 1 /• miiiiitain order

authority to maintain regularity and order and to entorce and enforce

obedience to their lawful commands in proceedings before theirTaw^ur

them, and shall have full authority to preserve peace and '=*^™'"'*i>^«-

good order at and around the place Avhere their sessions

are held, to keep the access thereto open and unobstructed,

and may call upon constables, police officers and other

persons, if necessary, to communicate their orders and
directions and to assist in the performance of the duties in

this section enjoined.

Section 41. If any person shall refuse to obey the pereon offend-
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lawful command of the registrars or by disorderly conduct
in their presence or hearing shall interrupt or disturb their

proceedings, they may make an order directing any con-
stable or police officer to take the person so offending into

custody and detain him until the close of the session then
being held ; but such order shall not prohibit the person
so taken into custody from registering as a voter.

Section 42. It shall be the duty of the chief execu-
tive officer of the police force of a city, when requested so

to do by the registrars of voters, to detail a sufficient

number of police officers, who shall be stationed at the

phice of meeting of said registrars and under their direc-

tion shall preserve order and protect each and all of said

registrars from any interference with or obstruction in the

performance of their respective duties.

Section 43. No name shall be added to the list of
voters until it has been recorded in the register of voters,

and all names stricken from the register of voters shall be
stricken also from the list of voters ; no name shall be
added to a list of voters in use at any election after the

opening of the polls except to correct a clerical error or

omission, and all names on lists of voters shall be written

in full, or as provided in section eighteen.

Section 44. If a qualified voter of any city or town
whose name was on the list of voters of such city or town
for the preceding year, who has been assessed for a poll

tax for the current year, and who has paid a state or

county tax assessed upon him for the preceding or current

year, finds after the close of registration that his name is

not placed on the list of voters for the current year by
reason of the same being omitted by clerical error or

mistake from the list of polls as assessed and transmitted

by the board of assessors to the board charged with the

preparation of the list of voters, the board of assessors

shall, upon the personal application of such voter, correct

such omission or mistake, and give to him a certificate of

such correction, to be presented by him in person to the

board charged with the preparation of the list of voters,

who shall, on the receipt thereof, place the name of such

voter on the list of voters of the precinct or town in which
he was entitled to be registered ; or if application is made
on the day of election the said board last mentioned shall

give to such voter a certificate, on presentation of which
to the election officers of his precinct or town he shall be
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allowed to vote therein ; and such certificate shall be

returned and preserved in like manner as the ballots cast

in such precinct or town.

Section 45. If the name of a qualified voter shall be Name may be

erroneously erased from the published list of voters or [f erroneously
*

omitted therefrom by clerical error, he may apply to the
"'"*'''^-

registrars of voters at any time before the closing of the

polls for its restoration ; and if he shall prove that his

claim be valid his name shall be restored to the list of

voters, and he shall be given a certificate thereof, if such

restoration is made on the day of election ; on presenta-

tion of which to the officers of the precinct in which he

was entitled to be registered, he shall be allowed to vote

therein ; and the certificate shall be returned and pre-

served in like manner with the ballots cast in said

precinct.

yECTioN 46. At any election held in a city between in cities, when

the day of the municipal election and the day of the annual p^ecldingeicc-

state election the list of voters prepared for the preceding
^ged/'"'''^

^^

municipal election shall be used, subject to the changes

and erasures provided for by law.

Sectiom 47. If the registrars have duly entered on the Registrars not

list of voters the names of all persons upon the register of omiTs'iouB'.'^

^""^

voters they shall not be answerable for any omissions from
said list of voters. Assessors and collectors shall when Assessors and

requested furnish any information in their possession funfishiufo'tma-

necessary to aid said boards of registrars in the discharge t'""-

of their respective duties.

Section 48. Wherever under this act examinations in examinations,

are authorized or required to be made under oath, or an admfnMured\y

oath is authorized or required to be made, such oath may •"'^K'^tnirs, etc.

be administered by a registrar or by an assistant registrar.

Section 49. Towns having less than three hundred selectmen and

registered voters shall be exempt from the requirements of registrars in

section fourteen of this chapter, and in such towns the i^s^'lLnXee

selectmen and town clerk shall constitute a board of regis-
iJl."d'^uter^.''*'

trars of voters, and shall perform all the duties and be

subject to all the liabilities imposed by this act, and acts

in amendment hereof, upon registrars of voters. But
whenever, in any town now exempted by this section, the

register of voters shall be found to contain as many as

three hundred names, said section fourteen shall apply,

and in the month of March or of April next thereafter, a

board of registrars shall be appointed.
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Supervisors of
registration
may be ap-
pointed by the
governor and
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votes in any city

or town.
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istrar for neg-
lecting to re-
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or town officer

for neglect.

Penalty for reg-
istering in more
than one place,
for registering
knowing that he
is not qualified,

or for falsely

Section 50. On the petition of not less than ten quali-

fied voters in any city or town, the governor, by and with
the advice and consent of the council, shall appoint two
supervisors, able and discreet men, one from each of the

two leading political parties, who shall be authorized to

attend all sessions of the board of registrars in said city

or town, or in the city of Boston all sessions of such
assistant registrars as may be named or described in such
petition, and who shall have the right to affix their signa-

tures to the register of voters and lists of voters for

purposes of identification, and to attach thereto any state-

ment touching the truth or fairness thereof which they or
either of them may ask to attach, and any one who shall

prevent any person so appointed from doing any of the

acts authorized as aforesaid, or who shall hinder or molest
any such person in doing any of said acts, or shall aid or

abet in preventing, hindering, or molesting any such per-

son in respect of any such acts, shall be punished by im-
prisonment in jail for not more than one year.

Section 51. Any registrar of voters who shall refuse

or wilfully neglect to require an applicant for registration

to read and write, as directed by the constitution and
section twenty of this act, and shall then place or know-
ingly suffer to be placed or remain upon the register of
voters the name of such applicant, shall be punished by a

fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprison-

ment in jail for not more than one year for each otfence
;

and any registrar who knowingly and wilfully prevents,

or seeks to prevent, the registration of any legal voter, or

knowingly and wilfully registers the name of any person
not qualified to vote, or who shall wilfully violate any of

the provisions of this act, or be guilty of any other fraud

or corrupt conduct in the execution of the duties of his

ofBce, shall be punished by a fine of not more than three

hundred dollars for each offence ; and any other city or

town officer who wilfully neglects or refuses to perform
any duty required of him by this act and acts in amend-
ment hereof, shall, except as provided in section ten,

forfeit for each offence a sum not exceeding two hundred
dollars.

Section 52. Any person who shall cause his name to

be registered as a voter in more than one town or precinct,

or who shall cause his name to be registered knowing that

he is not a qualified voter in the city, town, or precinct
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where said registry is made, or who shall falsely personate repiesenting

4.-4. 4. r 4-U I'
another person,

or attempt to so personate any person tor the purpose ot etc.

passing the reading or writing test, or for any other pur-

pose before a registrar of voters, and any person who
shall give a false name or false answer to a registrar con-

cerning any matter relating to the registration of voters,

or to the right of any person to vote, and any person

causing any such act or aiding or abetting any person in

any manner in either of said acts shall be punished for

each and every offence by a tine of not more than three

hundred dollars, and by imprisonment in jail for not more
than one year.

Section 53. The provisions of this chapter shall not spedai laws re-

be deemed to repeal the special laws relating to assess- ment^a\?d*regi8-

ment and registration in the city of Boston ; but chapter ton*no" repealed.

six of the Public Statutes, chapter one hundred and
ninety-three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and Repeal,

seventy-seven, chapters two hundred and forty-seven and
two hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of the year

eighteen hundred and eighty-two, and all acts and parts

of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

Section 54. This act shall take effect upon its passage, Not to affect

but any election which may be held previous to the next pr^el-ious t^o'^next

state election shall be conducted according to the pro- stat^^ e'ection.

visions of law heretofore regulating the same.

Approved May 29, 1884.

An Act concerning elections and voting therein. CA«^.299
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Meetings for the election of national, state, Meetings may

district, county and municipal officers may be opened as eari'yas'f
"^

early as seven o'clock in the forenoon ; and in no case ^otTo ifekept

shall the polls be kept open after the hour of sunset, open after

Such officers shall be voted for on one ballot, and notice

thereof shall be given in the warrant calling the meeting.

Section 2. In cities such meetings shall be opened as to be opened in

early as ten o'clock in the forenoon of the election day, loo'ciocn.M.r

and shall be called according to the provisions of the city aueart^six^''"

charters and the acts in addition thereto, and warrants for ^oms.

notifying such meetings shall specify the time when the

polls for the choice of the several officers will be opened
and when they will be closed, and the polls shall be kept
open at least six hours.


