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Glial) 454 ^^ "^^^ ^*^ PUOVIDE FOR JOINT CAUCUSES OR PRIMARIES OF ALL

POLITICAL AND MUNICIPAL PARTIES.

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows:

Section 1. For the purposes of this act the term
'

' election law " shall apply to chapter eleven of the

Revised Laws. The term "primary" shall apply to any
meeting held in accordance with the provisions of this

act. The term " municipal party" shall apply to a party

other than a political party which at the preceding city

or town election polled for mayor or a selectman at least

thi'ee per cent of the entire vote cast in the city or town
for that office ; this term shall be used only with refer-

ence to caucuses for the nomination of city or town
officers.

Section 2. All caucuses of political and municipal

parties in cities, and in towns using official Ijallots, which
towns at an annual meeting vote that primaries shall be

held therein, except caucuses to elect delegates to con-

ventions held for the election of delegates to national

conventions, and for the choice of ward committees after

the change of ward lines, shall be held at the same time

and place as primaries, and shall be conducted in general

accordance with the provisions of law concerning the

conduct of elections and the manner of voting thereat,

except as otherwise provided herein.

Towns voting that primaries shall be held therein may,
at a legal meeting called for the purpose, not less than

one year after the date of the first primary held therein,

revoke such action.

Clerks of towns which vote to hold primaries or to

rescind such action shall forthwith notify the secretary

of the Commonwealth of such vote.

Section 3. Notices of caucuses in the city of Boston
shall be issued not less than twenty-two days prior to the

day on which the caucuses are to be held. In Boston
nomination papers shall be sealed up and filed in the

office of the secretary of the city committee of the party

making the nominations not less than fourteen week days

prior to the day upon which the caucus is to be held for

which the nominations are made ; and the secretary of

each city conmiittee in the cit}^ of Boston shall deliver to

the election commissioners, not less than ten week days
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before the day upon which the caucuses are to be held

and before live o'clock in the afternoon of the last day,

the nomination papers filed with him.

Section 4. Primaries shall be held on the sixth Primaries to

Tuesday preceding state elections, on the third Tuesday certain days,

preceding city elections, except in Boston, where they
shall be held on the fourth Thursday preceding the city

election, and on the second Tuesday preceding town
elections, or any special election.

In Boston they shall be held by precincts as established
precfncfsli!^"

for elections ; elsewhere, wholly or partly by wards, pre- certain places.

cincts or towns, as the board of aldermen or selectmen

may from time to time determine.

Section 5. Nominations shall be made in accordance Nominations.

with the provisions of sections one hundred and seven to

one hundred and sixteen, inclusive, of the election law,

except that in the case of an election district not whoU}^
within one ward or town the signers of nomination papers

for that district may reside anywhere within the dis-

trict.

Section (3. Ballots for each political and municipal
j^o^es^ete'*"*''^

party, ballot boxes, voting lists, specimen ballots, blank

forms and apparatus, seals and record books, shall be

provided and treated in accordance with the provisions of

sections one hundred and seventeen to one hundred and
twenty, inclusive, of the election law, except that the

number of ballots shall be determined by the election

commissioners in Boston, by the city clerk in any other

city, and by the town clerk in towns, and shall not for

any ward or town exceed one ballot of each party for

each voter therein ; and the ballots for each party shall

be printed on paper of a different color from that on
which the ballots for any other party are printed.

Section 7. The provisions of the election law re- certain pro-

lating to election officers, voting places for elections, to^appiy.

election apparatus and blanks, calling and conduct of

elections, manner of voting at elections, counting and
recounting of votes at elections, corrupt practices and
penalties, shall apply to primaries, except as otherwise

provided herein.

Section 8. In wards or towns where at elections city and town

voting is by precincts, but at primaries by wards or designate

towns, the city or town clerk shall designate which of g^veTn^cer-

the election officers shall serve as primary officers. ^-^^^ primaries.
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Except in Boston no person shall be ineliffiblc to serve

as a primary officer because he is a candidate for or

member of a ward or town committee.

Section 9. The following sections of the election

law relating to election officers are hereby amended as

follows :
—

Section one hundred and seventy-one, by striking out

the word " September", in the first and second lines, and

inserting in place thereof the word : — August,— .

Section one hundred and seventj^-two, by striking out

the word "October", in the second and third lines, and

inserting in place thereof the word :— August, — .

Section one hundred and seventy-three, by striking out

the word "November", in the tenth line, and inserting

in place thereof the word :— September,— .

Section one hundred and seventy-five, by striking out

the words '
' first day of November ", in the second line

and also in the sixth line, and inserting in place thereof

the words :— twentieth day of September, — .

Section 10. The polls at every primary shall be open

during such hours, not less than nine in cities or four in

towns, as may be designated by the board of election

commissioners in Boston, the aldermen of other cities,

and the selectmen of towns.

Section 11. When in a primary the voter seeks to

pass the guard-rail, he shall be asked by one of the ballot

clerks which party ballot he desires, and the ballot clerk

upon reply shall distinctly announce the same and give

him such party ballot. The voter's selection shall be

checked on the voting list used by the ballot clerks, and

said list shall be returned to the election commissioners

in Boston, or to the city clerk in any other city, or to

the town clerk in towns, for preservation during the suc-

ceeding calendar year. A copy of the party entries on

such list shall be used at subsequent primaries for deter-

mining with what party the voter has been enrolled.

No voter enrolled under the provisions of this act shall

be allowed to receive the ballot of any political party ex-

cept that with which he is so enrolled, but he may change
his enrolment by appearing in person before the election

commissioners in Boston, the city clerk in any other city,

or the town clerk in towns, and requesting in Avriting to

have his enrolment changed to another party ; but such

change shall not take effect until the expiration of ninety
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days after the voter so appears ; but the political party

enrolment of a voter shall not preclude him from receiving

at a primary the ballot of any municipal party, though in

no one primary shall he receive more than one party ballot.

Anv voter who denies the accuracy of his enrolment ?fj?°.°,^i!,^°^'

as found on the votino- list may deposit his ballot with of enrolmentPti- 1111 "i^y deposit

the endorsement required by section two hundred and ballot with

thirty-five of the election law ; but said ballot shall not etc.

be counted on a recount if it appears that the party enrol-

ment of such voter was correct.

Section 12. In the counting of votes when the ballots counting of

are removed from the ballot box, they shall first be sorted

into piles, one for each party, and each pile shall be

counted and sealed separately. Votes shall be counted

only for nominations of the party on whose ballot they

appear.

Section 13. The election commissioners in Boston, canvass of

the city clerks in other cities, and town clerks in towns, votes, etc.

shall canvass the returns of votes for delegates to conven-

tions and for members of ward and town committees,

determine the result, issue proper certificates thereof to

the successful candidates, and notify the chairmen of the

city or town committees of the respective parties as to

the persons who have been elected.

Section 14. If a majority of a delegation or of a Fiiimprof

ward or town committee is not elected, or if there is a

tie vote for candidates for an elective office, there shall be

deemed to be a vacancy to be filled according to the pro-

visions of section one hundred and fifty-two of the elec-

tion law.

Section 15. In Boston petitions for recounts after Petitions for

primaries shall be filed before five o'clock in the after- Bos°ton!^^'^

noon of the second day thereafter.

Section 16. In Boston conventions to nominate can- Nomination of

didates for school committee shall be called for and held school co^mn^t-

on the seventh day after the primaries before the city ^^^ ^'^ Boston.

election. Certificates of nomination shall be filed before

five o'clock in the afternoon of the ninth day after said

primaries ; objections thereto, withdrawals therefrom, and

all nomination papers, shall be filed before five o'clock in

the afternoon of the eleventh day after said primaries
;

certificates of nomination ta fill vacancies caused by with-

drawals shall be filed before five o'clock in the afternoon

of the twelfth day after said primaries.
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Section 17. This act fshall hv deemed to be in amend-
ment of the eieetion law, and so much of said law as is

inconsistent with the j)rovisions of this act is hereby

repealed.

Section 1<S. This act shall take ellect in Boston upon
its passage. In other cities and in towns using official

ballots the question of its acceptance shall be submitted

to the voters at the next annual state election and the act

shall take eft'ect as soon after its acceptance by a majority

of the voters voting thereon as the provisions of law

relative to nominations can be complied wdth.

Approved June 22, 1903,

GhciD 455 ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ESTABLISH THE COMPENSATION OF THE WATCHMEN AND
ASSISTANT WATCHMEN AT THE STATE HOUSE.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows :

Section 1. Section ten of chapter ten of the Revised

Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the

Avords :— The compensation of the watchmen at the state

house shall be twelve hundred dollars a year, and that of

the assistant watchmen at the state house shall be eleven

hundred dollars a year,— so as to read as folloAvs :— Sec-

tioii 10. The annual salary of the sergeant-at-arms shall

be thirty-five hundred dollars ; of his first clerk, twenty-

two hundred dollars ; of each of his messengers, eleven

hundred dollars ; of the messenger to the treasurer and
receiver general, sixteen hundred dollars. The compen-
sation of the watchmen at the state house, shall be twelve

hundred dollars a year, and that of the assistant w^atch-

men at the state house shall be eleven hundred dollars a

year.

Section 2. This act shall take elfect upon its passage.

A2:>2)roved Jime 22, 1908.

Cha]7.4:56
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An Act relative to the Massachusetts school fund.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs

:

Section 1. The annual income of the Massachusetts

School Fund shall, Avithout specific appropriation, be ap-

portioned and distributed for the support of the public

schools in the following manner : — Every town which
complies with all laws relative to the distribution of said

income and whose valuation of real and personal property,


