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Chap.550 An Act relative to direct nomination of candidates
FOR state offices, THE ELECTION OF STATE, WARD AND
TOWN COMMITTEES AND DELEGATES TO STATE CON\^EN-

TIONS AND THE HOLDING OF STATE CONVENTIONS OF PO-

LITICAL PARTIES.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The nomination of candidates of political

parties for all offices to be filled at a state election, excepting

the office of presidential elector, and the election of district

members of state committees, members of ward and town
committees, and of delegates to state conventions of politi-

cal parties shall be by direct plurality vote in primaries.

The number of district members of the state committee,

not less than one from each senatorial district, and the

number of delegates to the state convention, not less than

one for each ward or town, to be elected, shall be fixed by the

state committee, and the number of members of ward and
town committees, not less than three for each ward and
town, to be elected, shall be fixed by the city and town
committees. Notice of the number of delegates and of mem-
bers of committees shall be given by the state, city or town
committees, as the case may be, to the secretary of the

commonwealth, on or before the first day of August. Wher-
ever in this act the word "aldermen" is used it shall include

the boards or officials having the powers of aldermen in a

city which does not have a board of aldermen.

Section 2. Such primaries shall be held on the sixth

Tuesday preceding the state election.

In cities or towns where the question of holding primaries

by wards, precincts, or groups of precincts is determined l)y

the aldermen or selectmen, notice of such determination shall

be given to the secretary of the commonwealth, by the alder-

men or selectmen on or before the first day of August.

Section 3. The polls at every primary shall be open

during such hours, not less than nine in cities or two in towns,

as may be designated by the board of election commissioners

in Bo.ston, the aldermen in other cities, and the selectmen in

towns.

Section 4. The nomination of candidates for nomina-
tion at primaries shall be by nomination ])apers. In the case

of offices to be filled bv all the voters of the commonwealth
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such papers shall be signed in the aggregate by at least one

thousand voters, not less than two hundred and fifty to be

from each of four different counties. In the case of all other

offices to be filled at a state election, by a number of voters

equal in the aggregate to five v-oters for each ward or town
in the district or county, but in no case shall more than two
hundred and fifty be required.

The nomination of candidates for election at primaries

shall be made as in the case of candidates for nomination

for state offices other than those to be filled by all the voters

of the commonwealth.
Section 5. Every nomination paper shall state, in addi- Nomination

• I'll- • •
papers, etc.

tion to the name of the candidate, (1) his residence, with

street and number thereof, if any, (2) the office for which he

is nominated, (3) the political party which he represents,

and the paper may state, in not more than eight words, the

occupation of the candidate, the public offices which he has

held, or that he is a candidate for renomination, provided

he is at the time an incumbent of the office for which he seeks

renomination for another term, but not otherwise. Every
voter who signs such paper shall sign it in person, with his

full surname, his Christian name, and the initial of every

other name which he may have, and shall state his residence

of the previous first day of April, as well as the place where
he is then living, with the street and number thereof; but

any voter who is prevented by physical disability from writ-

ing, or who had the right to vote on the first day of May in

the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, may authorize

some person to write his name and residence in his presence;

and every voter may sign as many nomination papers for

each office to be filled as there are persons to be nominated
for or elected thereto, and no more.

Such paper shall also contain the statement that the sign-

ers thereof are members of the party represented by the

candidate and are entitled to vote in the caucuses or pri-

maries of that party; and whoever knowingly subscribes

falsely to a statement on a nomination paper shall be pun-

ished by imprisonment for not more than five days or by a

fine not exceeding fifty dollars.

From and after the first day of July in the year nineteen

hundred and twelve none but enrolled voters of the party

represented by a candidate shall be entitled to sign the nomi-

nation paper of such candidate. No nomination paper shall
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contain the name of more than one candidate except in the

case of delegates to the state convention and members of

ward and town committees.

Sfxtion 6. Every nomination paper shall be submitted

on or before five o'clock in the afternoon of the Saturday pre-

ceding the day on which it must be filed to the registrars of

the city or town in which the signers appear to be voters,

and in Boston to the election commissioners, who shall forth-

with certify thereon the number of signatwres which are

names of voters, and from and after" the first dajf of July in

the year nineteen hundred and twelve, enrolled voters, of the

party represented by the candidate whose name appears in

the nomination paper both in city or town and m the district

for which the nomination is made. They need not certify

a greater number of names than are requir.ed ;to "make a

nomination with one fifth of such number added thereto.

Names not certified in the first instance shall not^hereafter

be certified on the same nomination- papers. The secretary

of the commonwealth shall not be required in any case to

receive nomination papers for a candidate after receiving

papers containing a sufficient number of certified names to

make a nomination, with one fifth of such number added
thereto.

No person shall be a candidate for nomination "for more
than one office for which nominations are made under this

act; but this shall not apply to candidates for membership
in political committees or delegations to the state convention.

Section 7. Nomination papers for use* under this act

shall be prepared and furnished by the secretary of the com-
monwealth, upon request.

Section 8. All nomination papers of candidates* to be

voted for at state primaries under this act shall be filed with

the secretary of the commonwealth on or before the foiu'th

Tuesday {)receding the day of the primaries.

Section 9. A person who is nominated to be voted for

at a primary under this act may, within seventy-two week-

day hours succeeding five o'clock of the last day fixed for

filing nomination ])apers, withdraw his name from nomina-

tion by a request in writing signed by him and acknowledged

before a justice of the peace, and filed with the secretary of

the commonwealth.
Section 10. If a person nominjtted to be voted for at a

primary under this act dies before the day of the primary,

or withdraws his name from nomination, or is found to be
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ineligible, the vacancy may be filled, in the case of a candidate

for nomination, by the state committee, if the candidate is

one to be voted for by all the voters of the commonwealth;
and in the case of all other candidates, by the members of

the ward and town committees in the wards and towns com-
prising the respective districts, and in the case of a candidate

for election, by the said ward and town committees : yromded, Proviso.

however, that the death, withdrawal or ineligibility of a can-

didate for nomination shall not be treated as creating a

vacancy to fee filled unless by reason of such vacancy there

would be no candidate for the party nomination for the office.

Section 1,1 . Obiections to nomination papers and all objections
% ,•' .

1 11 1
•

1 1 1 *" noinina-

other questions relatmg thereto shall be considered and tion papers.

determined by the state ballot law commission.

Section 12. ' Ballots for use at primaries under this act Ballots for

shall be prepared and provided, and the number thereof primaries.

determined, by the secretary of the commonwealth, and no

other ballots shall be received or counted: provided, however, Proviso.

that if the ballots provided fo? any polling place are not

delivered, or if after delivery they are lost, destroyed or

stolen, the city or town clerk or election commissioners shall

prepare ballots similar as far as possible, which ballots may
be used.

In the preparation of the ballot names of candidates for Preparation

ward or town committees and for delegates to the state con-
°

vention shall be arranged in groups in such order as may be

determined by lot, under the direction of the secretary of

the commonwealth, who shall notify each state committee

and give a representative of each committee an opportunity

to be present
;
provided , however, that, when necessary, groups Proviso.

may be printed on the ballot in two or more columns.

Section 13. When, in a primary, a voter seeks to pass Party en-

the guard rail, he shall be asked by one of the ballot clerks,

with which political party he desires to be enrolled, and the

ballot clerk upon reply shall distinctly announce the name
of such political party and give him such political party

ballot. The voter's selection shall be checked on the voting

list used by the ballot clerk and such list shall be returned

to the election commissioners in Boston, or to the city clerk

in any other city, or to the town clerk in towns, for preserva-

tion during the next succeeding five calendar years.

The party enrolment of voters on such voting lists, and all

subsequent party enrolment of voters, shall be transferred

each year to the voting lists used at subsequent primaries,
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providing the names of such voters have been entered, in

Boston, in the annual register prepared by the election com-
missioners from the police lists, and in other cities and in

towns in the annual register prepared from the assessors'

lists.

Section 14. No voter enrolled under the provisions of,

this chapter shall be allowed to receive the ballot of any polit-

ical party except that with which he is so enrolled, but he

may establish, change or cancel his enrolment by appearing

in person before the election commissioners in Boston, the

city clerk in any other city, or the town clerk in towns, and
requesting in writing to have his enrolment established,

changed to another party, or cancelled: provided, that such

change shall not take effect until the expiration of ninety

days after the voter so appears, and in case of cancellation

the voter shall not be entitled to vote at any primary held

under this act until the expiration of one year from the date

of cancellation.

No voter enrolled as a member of one political party shall

be allowed to receive the ballot of any other political i)arty,

upon a claim by him of erroneous enrolment, except upon a

certificate of such error from the election commissioners or

board of registrars, as the case may be, which .certificate

shall be presented to the presiding officer of the primary and
preserved as part of the records of such primary.

Section 15. No ballots cast at a primary under this act

shall be counted until the close of the polls.

Section 16. Upon the receipt of the records of votes cast

at primaries held under this act the city or town clerk or

election commissioners shall forthwith canvass the same and

make return of the votes for candidates for nomination for

state offices, and for election as members of the state commit-

tee, to the secretary of the commonwealth, who shall forth-

with canvass such returns, determine the results thereof,

notify the successful candidates, and certify to the state

committees the names of the persons nominated for state

offices and elected as members of the state committees, and

as delegates to the state conventions.

Said clerks or commissioners shall determine the results of

the vote for members of ward and town committees, issue

proper certificates thereof to the successful candidates, and

notify the chairmen of the city and town committees of the

respective parties.
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Section 17. In case of a tie vote for any candidate for Tie vote.

nomination for an office to he filled by all the voters of the

commonwealth the vacancy shall be filled by the state com-
mittee.

In case of a tie vote for any other candidate for nomina-
tion the vacancy shall be filled by the members of the ward
and town committees in the wards and towns comprising

the districts for which the nominations are to be made.
If a majority of a delegation, or of a ward or town com-

mittee, is not elected the vacancy shall be filled by the ward
or town committees.

All vacancies caused by ties shall be filled only by the

choice of one of the candidates receiving the tie vote.

St:cTioN 18. A political party may, upon the call of its state con-

state committee, but not earlier than one week after the
"^^ '°°' "^

"*

holding of the primaries, hold a state convention for the

purpose of adopting a platform, electing such number of

members at large of the state committee as may be fixed by
the state committee, nominating presidential electors, and
for such other purposes not inconsistent with this act as the

state committee or the convention may determine. Such
convention shall consist of the delegates elected at the regu-

lar primaries (in number not less than one for each ward
and town), the members of the state committee, the United
States senators from Massachusetts who are members of

the party, the nominees of the party for all offices to be
filled at the state election, and in years in which no elections

are held for such offices, the incumbents of those offices who
are members of the party.

Section 19. The secretary of the commonwealth may clerical

employ such temporary clerical assistance as he may deem
''^^'®**°*'®-

necessary to carry out the provisions of this act: inomded, P™viso.

however, that the provisions of chapter nineteen of the Re-
vised Laws and the civil service rules made thereunder shall

not apply to such employment.
Section 20. All existing provisions of law relating to certain pro-

primaries not inconsistent with this act shall apply thereto raw*to\ppiy.

as far as practicable.

Section 21. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- Repeal,

with are hereby repealed.

Section 22. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ayproved June 16, 1911.


