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the judgment of the city, and the city may sell the remainder

not so appropriated, for value, with or without suitable

restrictions, as it may deem fit.

Aiij)roved March 21, 1913.

Chap.327 An Act to provide for a municipal development com-
mission FOR THE CITY OF FITCHBURG.

Be it eyiacted, etc., as folloivs:

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Fitchburg shall

forthwith appoint, subject to confirmation by the board of

aldermen, five residents of the city to constitute a Municipal

Development Commission,' and vacancies in the commission

shall be filled in like manner. One of the appointees shall be

designated by the mayor as chairman. Each commissioner

shall hold office for the term of five years but may be re-

moved at any time by the mayor for cause and a successor

may be appointed in his place, subject to confirmation by the

board of aldermen. The commissioners shall serve without

compensation and shall organize as soon after appointment

as possible. The mayor shall serve ex officio as a member
of the commission but without the right to vote. Unless

it shall otherwise be provided hereafter, the commission

hereby established shall exist for the term of five years only.

Section 2. The commission shall divide its work into

the following departments: (1) Taxation and revenue, in

which department it shall be the duty of the commission

to make a study of the question of municipal revenues and
the taxation of real property with a view to securing a more
uniform assessment of such property in the city. It shall

report its conclusions from time to time to the board of as-

sessors. (2) City plan and topography, in which depart-

ment it shall be the duty of the commission to make such

topographical survey and such plan or plans for the develop-

ment of the city as in the opinion of the commission may be

best adapted to the city's future needs. (3) Highways and
traffic, in which department it shall be the duty of the com-
mission to report to the city government such recommenda-
tions of any kind with reference to the highways and the

regulation of traffic therein as the commission may deem
best. It may recommend to the city council the adoption

of building lines upon various streets. Every measure
affecting any way, street, public park or square, and every

purchase, or agreement for purchase, of land for the site of

Departments.
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any public building shall, before its passage or adoption by
the city council, be submitted to the commission for such

recommendation thereon as it may deem necessary. (4)

Housing, in which department it shall be the duty of the com-
mission to investigate and publish reports upon the matter
of housing. (5) Architectural, in which department it shall

be the duty of the commission to examine the plans for the

exterior of any public building and for the development and
treatment of the grounds about the same, and, before the

adoption thereof, to report any recommendations thereon

which it may deem necessary. (6) Educational, in which
department it shall be the duty of the commission to provide

for such public lectures and instruction as it may from time
to time deem necessary.

Section 3. The general powers and duties of the com- Powers and

mission shall be as follows: It shall from time to time issue
*^"*''''^-

bulletins regarding its work or containing reports of its in-

vestigations, which bulletins shall be uniform in size and
makeup; it may from time to time make any recommenda-
tion to the city council or to any other city department upon
any matter within the scope of section two; it may hold

hearings, either public or private; it may require the attend-

ance of any city official or agent to give information as to

his department, and it may organize unpaid volunteer com-
mittees of citizens to consider and report upon any matters

of public interest.

Section 4. The city council shall provide the commission Expenses, etc.

with a suitable office, and shall pay the actual expenses of

the commission to an amount not exceeding one thousand
dollars in any year, unless a special appropriation in excess

of that amount shall be made. The city council may appro-

priate whatever sum it may deem necessary for the work.

With such sums as are appropriated by the city council the

commission may employ such assistants, experts, engineers

and architects as it may deem necessary, and may pay the

actual travelling expenses of the commissioners when they
travel in the performance of their duties.

Section 5. The commission shall make an annual report Annual report,

to the city council of its work, and shall at all times give
^^'

such information to the city council and the citizens as may
be required of it.

Section G. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Aijproved March 21, 1913.


