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Application
of section.

ownership of such vehicle, provided, that the laws relative

to registration are complied with and that, as finally de-

termined by the registrar, his state or country grants sub-
stantially similar privileges to residents of this commonwealth
and prescribes and enforces standards of fitness for operators

of motor vehicles substantially as high as those prescribed

and enforced by this commonwealth; but if any such non-
resident or his chauffeur or employee be convicted by any
court or trial justice of violating any provision of the laws of

the commonwealth relating to motor vehicles or to the

operation thereof, whether or not he appeals, he shall be
thereafter subject to and required to comply with all the

provisions of this chapter relating to the registration of motor
vehicles owned by residents of the commonwealth and the

licensing of the operators thereof. A record of the trial

shall be sent forthwith by the court or trial justice to the

registrar. This section shall apply to the operation of all

vehicles propelled by power other than muscular power,

except railroad and railway cars, road rollers, and motor
vehicles running only upon rails or tracks.

Approved April 26, 1929.

Chap.2Q3 -^^ ^^'^ establishing the boston traffic commission
AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby established in the city of

Boston, hereinafter referred to as the city, a commission to

consist of a commissioner and four associate commissioners

and to be known as the Boston Traffic Commission, herein-

after referred to as the commission. The commissioner,

who shall be chairman of the commission, shall be appointed

by the mayor of the city, shall serve for a term of four years

and until the qualification of his successor, shall be subject

to the confirmation of the civil service commission under
chapter four hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen

hundred and nine, as amended, shall receive such compen-
sation as shall be established by the mayor and city council

of the city, and may be removed by the mayor in accordance

with section fourteen of said chapter four hundred and eighty-

six. The police commissioner, commissioner of public works,

the chairman of the park commissioners and the chairman
of the board of street commissioners, all of the city, shall be,

ex officiis, the associate commissioners and shall receive no
compensation for their services as such associate commis-
sioners; but all the expenses of the commission incurred for

the purposes of this act shall be paid by the city. For said

purposes the commission may, subject to the approval of the

mayor and to chapter thirty-one of the General Laws and
the rules and regulations made thereunder, employ engineers,

experts, assistants and other officers and employees. All

statutes and ordinances applicable generally to the depart-

ments of the city shall apply to the commission, except the
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provisions of section five of said chapter four hundred and
eighty-six.

Section 2. The commission shall have exclusive au- Rules and

thority, except as otherwise herein provided, to adopt, reUxth'e°to%e-

amend, alter and repeal rules and regulations, not incon-
traffiretc^^*

sistent with general law as modified by this act, relative to

vehicular street traffic in the city, and to the movement,
stopping or standing of vehicles on, and their exclusion

from, all or any streets, ways, highways, roads and park-
ways, under the control of the city, including rules and
regulations designating any way or part thereof under said

control as a through way under and subject to the provisions

of section nine of chapter eighty-nine of the General Laws,
as amended, and may prescribe penalties not exceeding fifty

dollars for the violation of any rule or regulation adopted
hereunder. No such rule or regulation, except such special city'Record"*
rules and regulations as are declared by vote of the com-
mission to be urgently required by considerations of public

safety or convenience or such as are of a temporary nature
and are to be effective for a period of not more than two
weeks, shall take effect until published for two successive

weeks in the City Record. Upon petition of twenty-five Public hearing

registered voters of the city relative to any rule or regulation
"^°" petition.

adopted or proposed to be adopted under this section, the
commission shall hold a public hearing thereon within thirty

days after the filing with the commission of such petition,

and final action thereon shall be determined only by vote of

a majority of the entire membership of the commission.
The commission shall have power to erect, make and main- Traffic signs,

tain, or cause to be erected, made and maintained, traffic
^^^^^'^^•^ "

signs, signals, markings and other devices for the control of

such traffic in the city and for informing and warning the
public as to rules and regulations adopted hereunder, sub-
ject, however, to section two of chapter eighty-five, and to

sections eight and nine of said chapter eighty-nine, of the
General Laws, as amended. Nothing in this act shall be Act, how

construed to authorize the commission to adopt any rule or
'^""^ '^^^ '

regulation excluding the cars of a street railway company
from any way or part thereof in which it has a location, or
to modify or limit any power or authority of the metro-
politan district commission, of the state department of

public works or of the state department of public utilities,

or any power now vested in the said police commissioner to
regulate street uses under licenses or permits granted by said

commissioner.
Section 3. All existing rules and regulations of the board Existing rulesp., .. Jii ifi ••

, 1 and regulations
01 street commissioners, the board oi park commissioners, the to remain in

pohce commissioner, or any other pubhc board, commis- lmen*ded,"e'tc'.'

sion or official of the city, relating to the control of vehicular
traffic, shall remain in full force and effect until amended,
revised or repealed by the commission under this act, and
any amendment, revision or repeal of such a rule or regu-
lation or the adoption of any new rule or regulation by the
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commission shall not affect any act done, any right accrued,
any penalty incurred, or any suit, prosecution or proceed-
ing pending at the time of said amendment, revision, repeal

or adoption.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance,
during the current year, by vote of the city council of the
city, subject to the provisions of its charter, but not other-

wise; provided, that for the purposes of such acceptance
only, this act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 26, 1929.
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Chap. 2Q4: An Act prohibiting the granting to public adminis-
trators OF administration or their appointment as
receivers of absentees' estates in certain cases.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and ninety-four of the
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section

five and inserting in place thereof the following : — Section 5.

Administration shall not be granted to a public adminis-
trator when the husband, widow or an heir of the deceased,

in writing, claims the right of administration or requests

the appointment of some other suitable person to the trust,

if such husband, widow, heir or other person accepts the
trust and gives the bond required, nor when the sole known
assets of the estate of the deceased consist of an amount of

money standing to his credit in a savings bank or in the

savings department of a trust company, in case such account
has not been increased by a deposit, nor decreased by a
withdrawal of any part of his deposits or of any part of the

interest thereon, during a period of twenty years or more
next preceding the petition for such administration.

Section 2. Chapter two hundred of the General Laws
is hereby amended by striking out section eight and insert-

ing in place thereof the following: — Section 8. If such
absentee has left no corporeal property within the com-
monwealth, but there are debts and obligations due or owing
to him from persons within the commonwealth, a petition

may be filed as provided in section one, stating the nature
and amount of such debts and obligations, so far as known,
and praying that a receiver thereof may be appointed. The
court may thereupon issue a notice as above provided,

without issuing a warrant, and may, upon the return of said

notice and after a hearing, dismiss the petition or appoint
a receiver and authorize and direct him to demand and col-

lect the debts and obligations specified in said petition;

provided, that no public administrator shall be appointed
as such receiver when the sole known assets of the estate of

the absentee consist of an amount of money standing to his

credit in a savings bank or in the savings department of a
trust company, in case such account has not been increased

by a deposit, nor decreased by a withdrawal of any part of
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