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An Act relative to state and party primaries and Chap.SlO
CONVENTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES,

Be it enacted hy the People, and by their authority:

Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty-two of the

General Laws, as amended by section one of chapter
twenty-five and chapter two hundred and ninety-five of

the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, is here-

by further amended by inserting, in the seventh hne, after

the word "the" the word: — party, — by striking out,

in the tenth Hne, the word "committee" and inserting in

place thereof the words: — state convention, — and by
striking out, in the eleventh line, the words "the state"

and inserting in place thereof the word: — said, — so as

to read as follows: — Section 1 . Each political party shall,

in the manner herein provided, elect from among its en-

rolled members a state committee, the members of which
shall hold office for two years from January first next
following their election and until their successors shall

have organized. Said committee shall consist of one
member from each senatorial district, to be elected at the

party primaries before each biennial state election by
plurality vote of the members of his party in the district,

and such number of members at large as may be fixed by
the state convention, to be elected at said convention.

The members of the state committee shall, in January
following their election, meet and organize by the choice

of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other
officers as they may decide to elect.

The secretary of the state committee shall, within ten

days after such organization, file with the state secretary,

and send to each city and town committee, a list of the
members of the committee and of its officers.

A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or treasurer

of the committee or in the membership thereof shall be
filled by the committee, and a statement of any such change
shall be filed as in the case of the officers first chosen.

Section 2. Section two of said chapter fifty-two, as

amended by section one of chapter one hundred and
fourteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five
and by section two of chapter twenty-five of the acts of
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nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby further

amended by inserting, in the second hne, after the word
"the" the word: — party, — so as to read as follows: —
Section 2. Each poHtical party shall, in every ward and
town, elect at the party primaries before each biennial

state election from among the enrolled members of the
party a committee to be called a ward or town committee,
whose members shall hold office for two years from January
first following their election and until their successors shall

have organized, except as provided in section seven.

Section 3. Section nine of said chapter fifty-two, as

amended by chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen

hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in the second and third lines, the words
"delegates to the state convention, not less than one for

each ward or town" and inserting in place thereof the words:— district delegates and the number of district alternate

delegates, not less than one from each congressional district,

and the number of delegates and alternate delegates at

large, to the national convention, — and by striking out,

in the eighth line, the word "August" and inserting in

place thereof the word: — March, — so as to read as

follows: — Section 9. The state committee shall fix the

number of district delegates and the number of district

alternate delegates, not less than one from each con-

gressional district, and the number of delegates and alter-

nate delegates at large, to the national convention. City

and town committees shall fix the number of members of

ward and town committees, not less than three for each

ward or town. Notice of the number of delegates and
members of committees to be elected shall be given by
the state, city or town committee, as the case may be,

to the state secretary on or before March first. In case

a city or town committee fails to fix the number of the

members of a ward or town committee and to give notice

thereof as aforesaid to the state secretary, the number of

members of such a ward or town committee to be elected

shall not exceed ten.

Section 4. Section two of chapter fifty-three of the

General Laws is hereby amended by inserting, in the second

hne, after the word "provided" the words: — and except

as provided by section fifty-four, —• so as to read as follows:

— Section 2. Except in the case of municipal nominations

where city or town charters otherwise provide and except

as provided in section fifty-four, candidates of political

parties for all elective offices, except presidential elector,

shall be nominated, and members of political committees
and delegates to conventions shall be elected, in primaries

or caucuses, and the nomination of any party other than a

pohtical party, in any district containing more than one
ward or town, shall be made by a convention of delegates

chosen by caucuses held under section one hundred and
seventeen in the wards and towns of the district for which
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the nomination is to be made. All nominations and
elections in primaries and caucuses shall be by direct

plurality vote. No candidate shall be nominated, or

political committee or convention delegate elected, in any
other manner than is herein provided.

Section 5. Section twenty-eight of said chapter fifty-

three, as amended by chapter ninety-six of the acts of

nineteen hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in the fifth line, the word "presi-

dential" and inserting in place thereof the word: — party,— so as to read as follows: — Section 28. State primaries
shall be held on the seventh Tuesday preceding state

elections, city primaries on the third Tuesday preceding
city elections, town primaries on the second Tuesday
preceding town elections, and party primaries on the last

Tuesday in April; except that primaries before a special

election shall be held on the second Tuesday preceding the
special election.

Except in Boston, they shall be held wholly or partly

by wards, precincts or towns, as the aldermen or selectmen
may designate.

Section 6. Section thirty-two of said chapter fifty-three

is hereby amended by striking out, in the second and fifth

lines, the word "presidential" and inserting in place thereof

the word :
— party, — so as to read as follows :

— Section 32.

Ballots shall be prepared and provided, and the number
thereof determined, in state and party primaries by the
state secretary, in city and town primaries by the city or

town clerk. No other ballots shall be received or counted,
except that if ballots provided for a state or party primary
are not delivered, or after delivery lost, destroyed or stolen,

ballots similar as far as possible shall be provided by the
city or town clerk and used at the primary. The number
of ballots provided at a city or town primary shall not for

any ward or town exceed one ballot of each party for each
voter therein. No such ballots shall be printed in any
printing estabhshment owned or managed by the city of

Boston.
Section 7. Section thirty-four of said chapter fifty-

three, as amended by section one of chapter three hundred
and two of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three
and section one of chapter three hundred and twelve of

the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby
further amended by striking out said section and inserting

in place thereof the following: — Section 34- At the top
of each ballot shall be printed the words "Official ballot

of the (here shall follow the party name)". On the back
of each ballot when folded shall be printed the same words,
followed by the number of the precinct and ward or the
name of the town for which the ballot is prepared, the date
of the primary and for state or party primaries a facsimile

of the signature of the state secretary and for city or town
primaries a facsimile of the signature of the city or town
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BaUots, Bub- clerk. Names of candidates for each elective office and

menrand7°rm" ^^F delegates to State conventions and for members of state

committees shall be arranged alphabetically according to

their surnames, except that names of candidates endorsed
for nomination by a state convention shall be placed first

and names of other candidates shall follow in alphabetical
order.

Names of candidates for delegates to national con-
ventions shall be arranged under separate headings, and
in the following order, the names of candidates for delegates

at large, alternate delegates at large, district delegates, and
alternate district delegates. The names of candidates
appearing in nomination papers containing nominations
for all the places to be filled shall be placed first on said

ballot, arranged in groups and in the same order as in the
nomination papers. The names of candidates appearing
in nomination papers containing nominations for less than
all the places to be filled shall follow, alphabetically ar-

ranged. The ballot shall also contain a statement of the
preference, if any, of each candidate for delegate as to a
candidate for nomination for president, provided that such
statement appears in his nomination papers; but no such
statement of preference by any candidate for delegate
shall appear upon the ballot unless such candidate for

nomination for president files his written assent thereto

with the state secretary on or before five o'clock in the

afternoon of the last day for filing nomination papers.

Such assent may be communicated by telegraph.

Names of candidates for ward or town committees and
for delegates to national conventions shall be arranged
in groups in such order as may be determined by lot, under
the direction of the state secretary, who shall notify each
state committee and give a representative of each such
committee an opportunity to be present. When necessary,

groups may be printed on the ballot in two or more columns.
Against the name of a candidate for an elective office,

for a ward or town committee or for a member of a state

committee shall be printed the street and number, if any,
of his residence.

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office

shall be printed the statement contained in the nomination
paper placing him in nomination, or, if endorsed for nomi-
nation by a state convention, the statement,— "Endorsed
for nomination by (name of political party) convention",— together with the eight word statement authorized by
section forty-five.

No names shall be printed on a ballot other than those

endorsed for nomination by state conventions and those

presented on nomination papers. Immediately following

the names of candidates, blank spaces equal to the number
of persons to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion

of other names.
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The number of persons to be voted for for the different

offices shall be stated on the ballot.

The form of ballots and the arrangement of printed

matter thereon shall be in general the same as that of the

official state ballots, except as otherwise provided in this

chapter.

Section 8. Section thirty-five of said chapter fifty- g. l. 53. § 35.

three, as amended by section two of chapter three hundred ^*''- ^'^^'^^^<^-

and two of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three
and section two of chapter three hundred and twelve of

the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in the fourth line, the word
"state" and inserting in place thereof the word: — national,— so as to read as follows :

— Section 35. A cross (X)

marked against a name shall constitute a vote for the

person so designated. A cross in the circle at the head
of a group of candidates for a ward or town committee or

for delegates to a national convention shall count as a vote
for each candidate therein. A voter may vote for one or

more candidates in any such group by marking a cross

against the name of each such candidate, or he may insert

another name and mark a cross against it. If he votes

for more candidates than the number to be elected, his

vote shall not be counted.
Section 9. Section forty-one of said chapter fifty-three g. l. 53, § 41,

is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting ^i^ended.

in place thereof the following :
—

A cross to
constitute a
vote, etc.

PROVISIONS APPLYING TO STATE AND PARTY PRIMARIES.

Section 4I . State primaries shall be held for the nomina-
tion of candidates of political parties for all offices to be
filled at a state election, except presidential elector. Party
primaries shall be held for the election of district members
of state committees, members of ward and town com-
mittees, delegates to state conventions of political parties,

and, in years in which presidential electors are to be elected,

delegates and alternate delegates to the national con-

ventions of pohtical parties. Such nominations and
elections shall be by direct plurality vote. Sections forty-

two to fifty-three A, inclusive, shall apply to state and party
primaries only.

Section 10. Section forty-two of said chapter fifty-three

is hereby amended by striking out, in the fourth line, the

word "August" and inserting in place thereof the word: —
March, — so as to read as follows: — Section 1^2. In cities

or towns where the aldermen or selectmen determine the

question of holding primaries by wards, precincts, or groups
of precincts, they shall give notice of their determination

to the state secretary on or before March first; except that

in case of primaries before special elections they shall give

such notice at least fourteen days before the primaries.

Section 11. Section forty-three of said chapter fifty-

three is hereby amended by striking out, in the first line,
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the word "state" so as to read as follows: — Section J^3.

The polls at every primary shall be open during such hours,

not less than nine in cities or two in towns, as may be

designated by the aldermen in cities, and in towns by by-
law or vote, or, in default of such by-law or vote, by the

selectmen.

Section 12. Section forty-four of said chapter fifty-

three, as amended by chapter one hundred and thirty-five

of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, is hereby
further amended by striking out said section and inserting

in place thereof the following: — Section 44- The nomina-
tion of candidates for nomination at state primaries shall

be by nomination papers or by endorsement for nomina-
tion by state convention as provided in section fifty-four.

The nomination of candidates for election at party primaries

shall be by nomination papers only. In the case of offices

to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth nomina-
tion papers shall be signed in the aggregate by at least one
thousand voters, not more than two hundred and fifty to

be from any one county. Such papers for all other offices

to be filled at a state election, and for members of committees
and delegates to conventions, shall be signed by a number
of voters equal in the aggregate to five voters for each

ward or town in the district or county, but in no case shall

more than two hundred and fifty be required.

Section 13. Section forty-five of said chapter fifty-

three is hereby amended by striking out, in the fifteenth

line, the words "the state convention" and inserting in

place thereof the word: — conventions, — so as to read

as follows:

—

Section 1^.5. Every nomination paper shall

state, in addition to the name of the candidate, (1) his

residence, with street and number thereof, if any, (2) the

office for which he is nominated, (3) the political party

whose nomination he seeks, and, except for candidates

for ward and town committees and delegates to conventions

the paper may state, in not more than eight words, the

public offices which he holds or has held, and, if he is an
elected incumbent of an office for which he seeks renomina-

tion, that he is a candidate for such renomination.

Signatures shall be subject to section seven, and every

voter may sign as many nomination papers for each office

as there are persons to be nominated for or elected thereto,

and no more.
A nomination paper shall be valid only in respect to a

candidate whose written acceptance is thereon.

No nomination paper shall contain the name of more
than one candidate, except in the case of delegates to con-

ventions and members of ward and town committees.

Section 14. Section forty-seven of said chapter fifty-

three is hereby amended by striking out, in the second line,

the word "state", — so as to read as follows: — Section 4.7.

Nomination papers for use in the nomination of candidates
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to be voted for at primaries shall be prepared, and on request

furnished, by the state secretary.

Section 15. Section forty-eight of said chapter fifty-

three is hereby amended by striking out, at the beginning
of the second line, the word "state", — so as to read as

follows: — Section 48. All nomination papers of candi-

dates to be voted for at primaries shall be filed with the

state secretary on or before the fifth Tuesday preceding

the day of the primaries; except in the case of primaries

before special elections, when nomination papers shall be
filed on or before the second Tuesday preceding the day
of the primaries.

Section 16. Section forty-nine of said chapter fifty-

three is hereby amended by striking out said section and
inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 4-9. If

a person nominated to be voted for at a primary as a
candidate for nomination for a public office or for election

as a member of a political committee, dies before the day
of the primary, or withdraws his name from nomination,
or is found ineligible, and there is no other candidate of

the same party for such nomination or election at such
primary, the vacancy may be filled by the state committee,
if the candidate is one to be voted for by all the voters of

the commonwealth; and, in the case of candidates for

nomination or election in a district, by the members of

the ward and town committees in the wards and towns com-
prising the district. In case of the death, withdrawal or

ineligibility of a candidate for delegate to a national con-

vention, the vacancy may be filled in any manner which is

clearly provided for on the nomination paper placing such
candidate in nomination, before the signature of any voter

is entered thereon, otherwise the remaining candidate or

candidates nominated by the same nomination paper
may fill the vacancy. Notice of the filling of such a vacancy
shall be given by tiling in the office of the state secretary,

within the time provided by section fifty, a statement
signed by the person or persons authorized to fill the

vacancy, giving the name and residence of the candidate
nominated, accompanied by his written acceptance.

Section 17. Section fifty-one of said chapter fifty-

three, as amended by chapter twenty-nine of the acts of

nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in the fifth and sixth hues, the
word "state", — so as to read as follows: — Section 51.

The provisions of section one hundred and five of chapter
fifty-four authorizing the opening of the ballot box at

elections in towns, the taking therefrom of the ballots and
counting thereof, prior to the closing of the polls, shall

apply to primaries in towns. No ballots cast at a primary
in cities shall be counted until the close of the polls.

Section 18. Section fifty-two of said chapter fifty-three

is hereby amended by striking out, in the first line, the
word "state", by inserting, in the fourth line, after the word
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"as" the words: — delegates to national and state con-
ventions of political parties and as, — by inserting, in the
eighth line, after the word "as" the words: — delegates to

national and state conventions and as, — and by striking

out, in the ninth and tenth lines, the words "delegates to

state conventions and", — so as to read as follows: —
Section 52. Upon receipt of the records of votes cast at

primaries the city or town clerk shall forthwith canvass
the same and within four days after said primary make
return of the votes for candidates for nomination for state

offices, and for election as delegates to national and state

conventions of political parties and as members of the state

committee, to the state secretary, who shall forthwith
canvass such returns, determine the results thereof, notify

the successful candidates, and certify to the state com-
mittees the names of the persons nominated for state offices

and elected as delegates to national and state conventions
and as members of state committees. Said clerks shall

determine the results of the vote for members of ward
and town committees, issue proper certificates thereof

to the successful candidates, and notify the chairmen of

the city and town committees of the respective parties.

Section 19. Section fifty-three of said chapter fifty-

three is hereby amended by striking out said section and
inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 53.

In case of a tie vote where the number of persons receiving

equal votes exceeds the number of nominations available,

there shall be deemed to be a vacancy. If the tie is between
candidates for an office to be filled by all the voters of the
commonwealth, the vacancy shall be filled by the state

committee. If the tie is between candidates for nomina-
tion for any other office, the vacancy shall be filled by the

members of the ward and town committees in the district

for which the nomination is to be made. If there is a tie

vote for delegates to a convention, such vacancy shall be
filled by the delegates elected from the district, except that,

if no delegate is elected, or if the delegates elected fail to

make a choice within ten days, the vacancy shall be filled

by the state committee. Notice of any action taken rel-

ative to filling such vacancy shall be given to the state

secretary.

If there is a tie for members of a ward or town com-
mittee, the members elected shall fill the vacancy.

All vacancies caused by ties shall be filled only by the

choice of one of the candidates receiving the tie vote.

Section 20. Section fifty-three A of said chapter fifty-

three, being section three of chapter twenty-four of the acts

of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby amended
by striking out, in the first fine, the word "state" and by
striking out, in the fifth and eighth lines, the word "such"
and inserting in place thereof the word: — the, — so as

to read as follows: — Section 53A. When nominations at

the primaries are in apparent conformity with law, they
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shall be valid unless written objections thereto are filed

with the state secretary within six days succeeding five

o'clock in the afternoon of the day of holding the primaries;

and such objections and all other questions relating thereto

shall be subject to section twelve, so far as applicable. A
person nominated at the primaries may withdraw his name
from nomination by a request signed and duly acknowl-
edged by him and filed with the state secretary within the
time prescribed in this section for filing objections to such
nominations.

Section 21. Section fifty-four of said chapter fifty-three

is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting

in place thereof the following :
—

PROVISIONS APPLYING TO PRE-PRIMARY CONVENTIONS.

Section 64- A political party shall, upon the call of its

state committee, but not later than June fifteenth, in a year
in which a biennial state election is held, hold a state con-
vention for the purpose of adopting a platform, electing

such number of members at large of the state committee
as may be fixed by the convention, nominating presidential

electors and endorsing for nomination candidates for offices

to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, to be
voted for at the ensuing state primary, and for such other
purposes consistent with law as the convention may
determine. Such convention shall consist of the delegates

elected at the party primary as hereinbefore provided.
The number of delegates shall be one from each ward and
town and one additional for every fifteen hundred votes, or

major fraction thereof, above the first fifteen hundred
votes cast at the preceding biennial state election in such
ward or town for the political party candidate for governor.
In case of a vacancy occurring for any reason except a tie

vote such vacancy shall not be filled. Nothing herein

contained shall affect or diminish the operation of the
laws relating to state primaries contained in sections forty-

one to fifty-three A, inclusive.

Section 22. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby further

amended by inserting, after section fifty-four, the two
following new sections: —

Section 5I^A. Every certificate of nomination of can-

didates endorsed for nomination by a state convention
shall state that the nominee has been endorsed for nomina-
tion at such convention and shall include such facts as

are required by section eight. Such certificates shall be
signed, sworn to and filed as required by section five.

Each such candidate shall within ten days from the day
when the convention terminates file with the state secretary

his written acceptance of the nomination, otherwise his

name shall not be printed on the ballot as a candidate for

the office to which he was nominated, and he may add the

eight word statement authorized by section forty-five.

Such candidate may not withdraw such acceptance.
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Section 5Ji.B. Delegates shall be seated in groups by
senatorial districts. The convention shall be called to
order by the chairman or acting chairman of the state
committee, or in the absence of either then by a person
designated in such manner as the rules of the party shall

prescribe. The person who calls the convention to order
shall preside until the election of a permanent chairman.
He shall appoint a temporary secretary to receive the roll

of the convention and a monitor from each group who shall

receive the credentials of delegates and present them to
the temporary secretary.

The convention shall not proceed to the election of a
permanent chairman or transact any business until the
time fixed for the opening thereof nor until a majority of

the delegates named in the official roll shall be present.

It shall then elect from among its delegates a permanent
chairman and a permanent secretary, neither of whom
shall be an officer of the state committee, and shall complete
its organization. It shall make suitable rules for the con-
duct of its business, the order of which shall follow the
purposes of the convention as stated in section fifty-four.

The permanent secretary shall keep the records of the
convention and transmit the same to the state secretary

who shall retain them for a period of one year.

The permanent chairman and permanent secretary

shall be chosen upon a call of the official roll. Committees
of the convention shall be appointed by the convention,
or by the permanent chairman, as the convention may
order. When the vote of the convention is taken upon
the election, nomination or endorsement for nomination
of any candidate, the roll of the delegates shall be called

and each delegate when his name is called shall arise in

his place and announce his choice, except that when there

is only one candidate to be voted for the roll need not be
called, and except also that the monitor of a group, unless

a member of the group objects, may announce the vote of

such group.
Section 23. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby further

amended by striking out sections sixty-five to seventy,

inclusive, and the heading "provisions applying to
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES" preceding said section sixty-five.

Certificate of
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Office of the Secretary, Boston, November 30, 1932.

I hereby certify that the foregoing law entitled "An Act
Relative to State and Party Primaries and Conventions
of Political Parties" was approved by the People at the

State Election held on November 8, 1932, pursuant to

the provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to

the Constitution.

F. W. COOK,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


