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An Act providing for preference to be given to >-y7^ jn-,

VETERANS AND OTHERS IN THE EMPLOYMENT OF MEGHAN- ^''-"P-'^Ol

ICS, TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS AND LABORERS ON CERTAIN
PUBLIC WORKS, AND PROVIDING ALSO FOR THE PRIOR
DETERMINATION BY THE COMMISSIONER OF LABOR AND
INDUSTRIES OF THE MINIMUM WAGES TO BE PAID TO SAID
EMPLOYEES ON SUCH PUBLIC WORKS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the General Laws g. l. (Ter.

is hereby amended by striking out sections twenty-six and ^-^^ ^m 27.

twenty-seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
"^'^i'^^j'^oe^t*

'

and inserting in place thereof the six following new sec- 270. inserted.

tions : — Section 26. In the employment of mechanics. Preference to

teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers in the construction of IftizeM'in^

public works by the commonwealth, or by a county, town public works.

or district, or by persons contracting or sub-contracting
for such works, preference shall first be given to citizens of

the commonwealth who have served in the army or navy
of the United States in time of war and have been honor-
ably discharged therefrom or released from active duty
therein, and who are qualified to perform the work to which
the employment relates; and secondly, to citizens of the

commonwealth generally, and, if they cannot be obtained
in sufficient numbers, then to citizens of the United States,

and every contract for such work shall contain a provision

to this effect. Each county, town or district in the con-
struction of public works, or persons contracting or sub-
contracting for such works, shall give preference to veterans
and citizens who are residents of such county, town or

district. The rate per hour of the wages paid to said

mechanics, teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers in the con-
struction of public works shall not be less than the rate or

rates of wages to be determined by the commissioner as

hereinafter provided; provided, that the wages paid to

laborers employed on said works shall not be less than those
paid to laborers in the municipal service of the town or

towns where said works are being constructed; provided,
further, that where the same public work is to be con-
structed in two or more towns, the wages paid to laborers

shall not be less than those paid to laborers in the municipal
service of the town paying the highest rate; provided,
further, that if, in any of the towns where the works are to

be constructed, a wage rate or wage rates have been estab-

Hshed in certain trades and occupations by collective agree-
ments or understandings between organized labor and em-
ployers, the rate or rates to be paid on said works shall not
be less than the rates so established; provided, further,

that in towns where no such rate or rates have been so

estabhshed, the wages paid to mechanics, teamsters, chauf-
feurs and laborers on public works, shall not be less than
the wages paid to the employees in the same trades and
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occupations by private employers engaged in the construc-
tion industry. This section shall also apply to regular em-
ployees of the commonwealth, or of the county, town or

district when such employees are employed in the con-
struction, addition to or alteration of said works for which
special appropriations are provided.

Section 27. The commissioner shall prepare, for the

use of such public officials or public bodies whose duty it

shall be to cause public works to be constructed, a list of

the several jobs usually performed on various types of

public works upon which mechanics, teamsters, chauffeurs

and laborers are employed. The commissioner shall classify

said jobs, and he may revise such classification from time
to time, as he may deem advisable. Prior to awarding a

contract for the construction of public works, said public

official or public body shall submit to the commissioner a list

of the jobs upon which mechanics, teamsters, chauffeurs

and laborers are to be employed, and shall request the com-
missioner to determine the rate of wages to be paid on each
job. The commissioner, subject to the provisions of the

preceding section, shall proceed forthwith to determine the

same, and shall furnish said official or public body with a
schedule of such rate or rates of wages as soon as said

determination shall have been made. In advertising or

calling for bids for said works, the awarding official or

pubhc body shall incorporate said schedule in the advertise-

ment or call for bids by an appropriate reference thereto,

and shall furnish a copy of said schedule, without cost, to

any person requesting the same. Said schedule shall be
made a part of the contract for said works and shall con-

tinue to be the minimum rate or rates of wages for said

employees during the life of the contract. Any person

engaged in the construction of said works shall cause a
legible copy of said schedule to be kept posted in a con-

spicuous place at the site of said works during the life of the

contract. Whoever shall pay less than said rate or rates

of wages to an employee on said works shall forfeit to the

commissioner a sum equal to twice the difference between
said rate or rates and the wages actually paid to said em-
ployee, said sum to be recovered by the commissioner in an
action of contract for the benefit of the employee; and
whoever, for himself, or as representative, agent or officer

of another, shall take or receive for his own use or the use

of any other person, as a rebate, refund, or gratuity, or in

any other guise, any part or portion of the wages paid to any
employee for work done or service rendered on said public

works, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hun-
dred nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprison-

ment for not more than six months, or both.

Section 27A. Within three days from the date of the

first advertisement or call for bids, two or more employers
of labor, or two or more members of a labor organization,

or the awarding officer or official, or five or more residents
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of the town or towns where the public works are to be con-
structed, may appeal to the associate commissioners from a
wage determination, or a classification of employment as

made by the commissioner, by serving on the commissioner
a written notice to that effect. Thereupon the commis-
sioner shall immediately cause the associate commissioners
to hold a public hearing on the commissioner's action ap-

pealed from. The associate commissioners shall render
their decision not later than three days after the closing of

the hearing. The decision of a majority of the associate

commissioners shall be final and notice thereof shall be
given forthwith to the awarding ofincial or public body.

Section 27B. Every contractor, sub-contractor or public Register to

body engaged in said public works to which the two pre-
^^''^p*^-

ceding sections apply, shall keep true and accurate register

of all mechanics, teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers em-
ploj'^ed thereon, showing the name, address and occupa-
tional classification of each employee on said works, and
the hours worked by, and the wages paid to, each such em-
ployee, and shall furnish to the department upon its request

a true statement of the same. Such records shall be kept
in such manner as the commissioner shall prescribe, and
shall be open to inspection by any authorized representa-

tive of the department at any reasonable time and as often

as may be necessary.

Section 27C. Whoever, either by himself or an agent, Penalty,

superintendent or foreman for another, violates any provi-

sion of the four preceding sections, where no other penalty
has been provided for, shall be punished by a fine of not
less than one hundred nor more than three hundred dollars

for a first offence, and for a subsequent offence, by a fine of

not less than two hundred nor more than five hundred dol-

lars, or by imprisonment for not more than three months,
or both. Whoever shall have been convicted of a second
violation of any of said provisions shall be prohibited from
contracting, directly or indirectly, with the commonwealth
or any county, city, or town for the construction of any
public works, or from performing any work on the same as

contractor or sub-contractor for a period of two years from
the date of said conviction.

Section 27D. Wherever used in sections twenty-six to certain terms

twenty-seven C, inclusive, the words "construction" and ^^^fined.

"constructed", as applied to public works, shall include

additions to and alterations of public works.

Approved August 1, 1935.


