
844 Acts, 1945. — Chap. 690.

Metropolitan District Commission.
Item

2931-04 For the construction, reconstruction and im-
provement of boulevards and parkways, in-

cluding the resurfacing and repairing thereof . Sl,250,000

Section 6. The department of public works shall annu-
ally report to the general court not later than the first

Wednesday of January, giving a complete report of projects

completed, showing the cost thereof, including the cost of

any land taken for said highway purposes during the then
preceding fiscal year, a progress report of projects, includ-

ing the cost thereof, in process of construction during the
then current fiscal year, and an estimate of the amount of

money required for the purposes of section one for the then
succeeding fiscal year. The metropolitan district commission
shall file a like report on projects included in section two.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved July 24, i945.

Chap.Q90 An Act relative to the care, control and mainte-
nance OF certain public highway bridges.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. On January first, nineteen hundred and forty-

six, the care, control and maintenance of every public high-

way bridge with a clear span of not less than twenty feet

located on a through route, including any former bridge in

direct continuation of a state highway, but excluding any
bridge under the control of the metropolitan district com-
mission and any bridge referred to in section two, are hereby
transferred to the department of public works and there-

after such bridge shall be a state highway and the cost of

the care, control and maintenance thereof shall be paid out
of the highway fund; provided, that prior to January first,

nineteen hundred and forty-six, the public authority in

charge of such bridge shall have filed with said department
approval of the transfer aforesaid. Until June thirtieth,

nineteen hundred and forty-six, all employees employed in

the operation of the draw of any bridge so made a state

highway shall continue to be so employed and the cost of

the operation of such draw shall be paid by the public

authority having charge of the bridge and said authority

shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth for the actual

cost of the operation thereof from the highway fund. Said

department shall file with the clerk of the house of repre-

sentatives on or before the first Wednesday in January, nine-

teen hundred and forty-six, a complete list of the bridges

made state highways, as provided in this section. For the

purposes hereof, a through route is defined to be any route

shown on a map entitled "Route Map of Massachusetts,
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1941", published by the Massachusetts department of public

works, including the insert maps on the reverse side thereof,

in whatever form such route is indicated. A copy of this

map is on file in the office of the state secretary.

Section 2. The Brookline street-Essex street-Cottage

Farm bridge, and the Longfellow bridge, formerly known as

the West Boston bridge, and the Prison Point bridge, all

between the cities of Boston and Cambridge, and their ap-

proaches, shall be maintained by the metropolitan district

commission, which shall support, manage and repair the

bridges and approaches, except that the part of the wearing
surface of the Longfellow bridge occupied by the street rail-

way company guaranteed a location thereon, shall, within its

location, be kept in repair by the street railway company.
The commission may authorize poles, wires and other struc-

tures to be placed on the bridges in such places as it may
deem proper. The cost of such support, management and
repairs shall be appropriated for each fiscal year by the gen-

eral court from the highway fund.

Section 3. Any employee of the city of Boston or of the

city of Cambridge who, on the effective date of this act, is

employed in the maintenance of any of the bridges referred

to in section two, shall forthwith be transferred by the city

by which he is employed to another position in the service

of such city in the same grade as that held by him on said

effective date. Upon the transfer of any such employee by
the city of Cambridge, all funds held in the city of Boston
retirement fund by virtue of the provisions of chapter eighty-

nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four for

the credit of such employee, or on account of his retirement

under the provisions of said chapter eighty-nine, shall be
transferred to the city of Cambridge by the Boston retire-

ment board.

Section 4. The commission appointed under section

fourteen of chapter four hundred and sixty-seven of the acts

of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, commonly known as

the Boston and Cambridge Bridges Commission, is hereby
abolished.

Section 5. Nothing in this act shall affect existing agree-

ments, decrees, orders or statutes defining the duties, respon-

sibilities or obligations of railroad companies or other public

utilities relative to any such bridge so made a state highway
or transferred to the control of the metropolitan district

commission. Approved July S4, 1945.


