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Records of
hospitals.

ChapA7S An Act relative to the admissibility in evidence of
COPIES OF HOSPITAL RECORDS OF OTHER STATES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred
and thirty-three of the General Laws, as most recently

amended by section one of chapter two hundred and thirty-

three of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, is

hereby further amended by inserting after the word "ad-
missible" in the third line the following:— , and records
which the court finds are required to be kept by the laws of

any other state or territory, or the District of Columbia, by
hospitals similarly conducted or operated or which, being in-

corporated, offer treatment free of charge, may be admitted
by the court, in its discretion, — so as to read as follows :

—
Section 79. Records kept by hospitals under section seventy
of chapter one hundred and eleven shall be admissible, and
records which the court finds are required to be kept by the
laws of any other state or territory, or the District of Colum-
bia, by hospitals similarly conducted or operated or which,
being incorporated, offer treatment free of charge, may be
admitted by the court, in its discretion, as evidence in the
courts of the commonwealth so far as such records relate to

the treatment and medical liistory of such cases and the
court may, in its discretion, admit copies of such records, if

certified by the persons in custody thereof to be true and
complete ; but nothing therein contained shall be admissible

as evidence which has reference to the question of liability.

Copies of photographic or micro-photographic records so

kept by hospitals, when duly certified by the person in charge
of the hospital, shall be admitted in evidence equally with
the original photographs or micro-photographs.
Section 2. This act shall take effect on October first in

the current year. Approved June 6, 1946.

Effective
date.

ChapA74: An Act to authorize public off-street parking facili-

ties IN the city of boston.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The city of Boston, hereinafter called the

city, acting by the board of real estate commissioners of the

citj)-, hereinafter called the board, shall forthwith proceed

with the establishment of such public off-street parking

facihties in the city as the board may deem necessary to

insure in the public interest the free circulation of traffic in

and through the city. The board shall have, and, subject

to the approval of the mayor, shall exercise in the name and
on behalf of the city, all powers necessary and convenient

to the accomplishment of the purposes of this act, except

the power to operate any parking facihty established or

acquired under this act. Such powers shall include:—
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(a) The power to acquire by eminent domain under chap-
ter seventy-nine or chapter eighty A of the General Laws
or by purchase, gift, devise or otherwise, but not by lease,
and to hold, property, real or personal, or any interest
therein except a leasehold estate, in such locations in the
city as the board, with the approval of the planning board
and the traffic commission of the city, shall have determined
require pubHc off-street parking facihties; provided, that
the board shall have no power to acquire, except by gift or
devise, any property privately held and operated as a garage,
which term shall not be construed to include a parking
space; and provided, further, that no purchase and no
award, settlement or agreement for judgment in eminent
domain proceedings hereunder shall be made by the city or
in its behalf, unless the terms of the proposed purchase,
award, settlement or agreement, together with all pertinent
facts, shall first have been submitted to the Boston Finance
Commission not less than ten days before such purchase,
award, settlement or agreement;

(6) The power to use for the purposes of this act any
property now or hereafter within the custody, management
and control of the board by virtue of chapter four hundred
and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
three which the board, with the approval of the planning
board and the traffic commission of the city, shall have
determined should be devoted to the purposes of this act;

(c) The power to clear, grade, surface and resurface any
property acquired or used for the purposes of this act, and
to construct and maintain thereon such structures and
facilities for parking as the board shall determine;

{d) The power to cut curbs and to issue all permits neces-
sary to the conduct of a parking facility on any property
acquired or used for the purposes of this act;

(e) The power to lease to any person any property ac-
quired or used for the purposes of this act, to be used by
the lessee for the parking of motor vehicles but for no other
purpose, for such period, not exceeding three years, and
upon such terms as the board shall determine, provided,
however, that any lease may contain schedules of maximum
rates to be charged by the lessee for the use by the public
of the property thereby demised, and also regulations with
respect to the use, operation and occupancy of such property;
and provided, further, that no lease shall be modified or
cancelled, but nothing herein shall be construed to prevent
the termination of any lease by the lessor, in accordance
with its provisions, for the breach of any covenant or condi-
tion thereof;

(/) The power to sell at pubfic auction, to the highest
bidder, any property, real or personal, acquired or used for
the purposes of this act, whether or not improved, which the
board, with the approval of the planning board and the
traffic commission, shall have determined to be no longer
required for such purposes. Any amounts received from
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sales under this paragraph shall be credited to the Parking
Facilities Fund established in section four.

Section 2. As soon as is reasonably possible after any
land has been acquired or devoted to the purposes of this

act, pursuant to clauses (a) and (6) of section one, the board
shall prepare the same for use as a parking facility pursuant
to the powers contained in section one.

No contract for construction or work of any kind in con-

nection with any parking facihty, the estimated cost of

which amounts to one thousand dollars or more, shall be
awarded by the board under this act unless proposals for

the same shall have been invited by advertisements in at

least one daily newspaper pubhshed in the city, once a week
for at least two consecutive weeks, the last publication to

be at least seven days before the time specified for the

opening of said proposals, and then only to the lowest re-

sponsible bidder as determined by the board. Such adver-

tisements shall state the time and place where plans and
specifications of proposed construction or work may be
had and the time and place for opening the proposals in

answer to said advertisements, and shall reserve to the board
the right to reject all proposals. All such proposals shall be
opened in pubhc. No bill or contract shall be spUt or divided

for the purpose of evading any provision of this section. All

contracts made by the board hereunder where the amount
involved is one thousand dollars or more shall be in writing.

Any contract made as aforesaid may be required to be
accompanied by a bond with sureties satisfactory to the

board, or by a deposit of money, certified check or other

security for the faithful performance thereof, and such
bonds or other securities shall be deposited with the city

treasurer until the contract has been carried out in all

respects; and no such contract shall be altered except by
written agreement of the contractor, the sureties on his bond
and the board. Any amounts received as a result of the

failure of faithful performance required in any contract

hereunder shall be credited to the Parking Facilities t\ind

established in section four.

Section 3. The board shall, as soon as each parking

facilitj^ is completed for use under this act, proceed to lease

the same and shall invite proposals for the operation thereof,

by advertisements in at least one daily newspaper published

in the city, once a week for at least two consecutive w^eeks,

the hist pubhcation to be at least seven days before the time
specified for the opening of said proposals. Such advertise-

ments shall state the time and place where the form of lease

may be had and the time and place for opening the proposals

in answer to said advertisements, and shall reserve to the

board the right to reject all proposals. All such proposals

shall be opened in public. No lease shall be made except to

the highest responsible bidder as determined by the board.

Every lease shall be accompanied by a bond with sureties

satisfactory to the board, or by a deposit of money, certified
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check or other security for the faithful performance thereof,

and such bond or other security shall be deposited with the

city treasurer until the lease has been earned out in all

respects. All amounts received from leases under this act

or as a result of the failure of faithful performance required

in any such lease shall be credited as general funds of the

city and may be appropriated for any municipal purposes.

No person shall be assessed any tax upon any real estate or

buildings of which he is the lessee hereunder, any provision

of general or special law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Section 4. There shall be set up on the books of the

city a special account known as the Parking FaciUties Fund.
Into this account shall be paid the proceeds from sales as

provided by paragraph (J) of section one and amounts re-

ceived as a result of the failure of faithful performance re-

quired in any contract as provided in section two. The
board may expend from the fund without appropriation for

the purposes of this act; provided, that if the amount in

the fund at any time exceeds the total amount of indebted-

ness incurred under this act and then outstanding, together

with interest thereon, so much of the excess as the board,

with the approval of the planning board and the traffic

commission, shall determine is no longer required for the

purposes of this act, may be used for general municipal
purposes.

Section 5. For the purposes of this act, the city may
from time to time incur debt and issue bonds or notes to an
amoimt not exceeding, in the aggregate, five million dollars.

Debt may be incurred under this act only upon authorization

by a two thirds vote of the city council, approved by the

mayor in accordance with the city charter. The city treas-

urer when so authorized may borrow money and issue and
sell at pubUc or private sale serial bonds or notes, registered

or with interest coupons- attached, as the treasurer may
deem best. Such bonds or notes shall bear on their face the

words, City of Boston Parking FaciUties Loan, Act of 1946.

Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and
such loans shall be paid in not more than twenty years from
their dates. Debt incurred from time to time under this

act shall not be included in determining the limit of in-

debtedness of the city as established by law, but shall,

except as herein provided, be subject to the provisions,

applicable to the city, of chapter fortj^-four of the General
Laws, exclusive of the limitation contained in the first para-
graph of section seven thereof. Said city may issue tem-
porary notes of the city payable in not more than one year
from their dates, in anticipation of the issue of serial bonds
or notes authorized by this section, but the time within
which such serial bonds or notes shall become due and
payable shall not, by reason of such temporary notes, be
extended beyond the time fixed by this section. All notes
issued in anticipation of the issue of such serial bonds or

notes shall be paid from the proceeds thereof.
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Section 6. The public improvements authorized in this

act are herein declared to be general in their benefits and no
betterments shall be assessed therefor.

Section 7. Property acquired or used for the purposes
of this act, whether or not leased, shall be deemed to be held

by the city in its governmental capacity; and the city shall

not be liable for any injury, loss or damage suffered by any
person or property on or about any property so acquired or

used.

Section 8. If any provision of this act, or the applica-

tion of such provision to any person or circumstances, shall

be held invalid, the remainder of this act, or the application

of such provision to persons or circumstances other than
those as to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected

thereby.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 7, 1946.

ChapA75 An Act providing for the construction and mainte-
nance BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF A SOLDIERS* HOME IN

THE CITY OF HOLYOKE FOR HOSPITAL AND DOMICILIARY
CARE OF WAR VETERANS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The board of trustees of the Soldiers' Home
in Massachusetts is hereby authorized and directed to con-

struct on land acquired by the commonwealth in the city of

Holyoke, under authority of item 0401-36 of section two of

chapter seven hundred and thirty-two of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and forty-five, a two hundred bed soldiers'

home whereat hospital and domiciliary care shall be pro-

vided in like manner as that provided at the soldiers' home
maintained by said board in the city of Chelsea. The eligi-

bility of persons for admission to and treatment at the sol-

diers' home provided for by this act shall be governed by
the eligibility requirements pertaining to admissions to and
treatment at said home in the city of Chelsea.

Section 2. Said board of trustees shall have the manage-
ment and control of the home provided for by this act, and
for said purposes shall have the same powers and perform

the same duties as are vested and imposed in the trustees of

state hospitals under the provisions of chapter one hundred
and twenty-three, so far as applicable.

Section 3. For the purpose of constructing, furnishing

and equipping the home provided for by this act, there may
be expended such sums as may hereafter be appropriated

therefor. Approved June 7, 1946-


