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An Act authorizing the metropolitan district commis- Cha7)A20
SION TO continue CERTAIN CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO

^'

WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE GENERAL
ELECTRIC COMPANY AND THE BETHLEHEM-HINGHAM SHIP-

YARD, INC.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is

hereby authorized to continue to furnish water until March
thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-eight, to the Murphy
General Hospital in Waltham under the terms of a contract

with the United States of America dated January twentieth,

nineteen hundred and forty-four, and to the General Electric

Company, its successors or assigns, at Lynn under the terms
of a contract dated April sixth, nineteen hundred and fortj^-

three, and to continue to furnish sewage disposal facilities

until March thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-eight, to

the Bethlehem-Hingham Shipyard, Inc., its successors or as-

signs, at Hingham under the terms of a contract dated Feb-
ruary eleventh, nineteen hundred and forty-three, all of said

contracts having been entered into under the authority of

Executive Order No. 24, dated June nineteenth, nineteen

hundred and forty-two, and Executive Order No. 43, dated
December fifth, nineteen hundred and forty-two, issued under
the emergency war-time powers of the governor.

Section 2. The said commission, with the approval of

the governor, is hereby authorized to enter into agreements
changing or modifying the contracts referred to in section

one and to enter into such other contracts with the United
States of America, the General Electric Company and the
Bethlehem-Hingham Shipyard, Inc., their successors or as-

signs, to furnish water or sewage disposal facilities as it may
deem necessary, but in no event shall the termination date
of any contract be later than March thirty-first, nineteen
hundred and forty-eight. Approved May 19, 19/^7.

An Act authorizing the ratification of a proposed com- ni^fj^ 401
pact between the commonwealth AND CERTAIN STATES ^'^ V-

SPECIFIED THEREIN, PROVIDING FOR ABATEMENT OF EX-
ISTING POLLUTION AND CONTROL OF FUTURE POLLUTION OF
INTERSTATE WATERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The state planning board, on behalf of the
commonwealth, acting in accordance with the provisions of

chapter two hundred and seventy-eight of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and thirty-six, and subject to the approval of

the attorney general, is hereby authorized to enter into a
compact, substantially in the following form, with any one or
more of the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Rhode Island and Connecticut, and the general court hereby
approves and ratifies in advance such compact so entered
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into, such approval and ratification to be effective upon the
fiUng of a properly executed copy of such compact in the
office of the state secretary :

—

NEW ENGLAND INTERSTATE WATEH POLLUTION CONTROL
COMPACT.

Whereas, The growth of population and the development
of the territory of the New England states has resulted in

serious pollution of certain interstate streams, ponds and
lakes, and of tidal waters ebbing and flowing past the bound-
aries of two or more states; and

Whei'eas, Such pollution constitutes a menace to the
health, weKare and economic prosperity of the people living

in such area; and
Whereas, The abatement of existing pollution and the con-

trol of future pollution in the interstate waters of New Eng-
land area are of prime importance to the people and can best

be accomplished through the co-operation of the New Eng-
land states in the establishment of an interstate agency to

work with the states in the field of pollution abatement

;

Now, therefore, the states of Connecticut, Maine, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont do
agree and are bound as follows:

Article L

It is agreed between the signatory states that the provi-

sions of this compact shall apply to streams, ponds and lakes

which are contiguous to two or more signatory states or

which flow through two or more signatory states or which
have a tributary contiguous to two or more signatory states

or flowing through two or more signatory states, and also

shall apply to tidal waters ebbing and flowing past the
boundaries of two states.

Article II.

There is hereby created the New England Interstate Water
Pollution Control Commission (hereinafter referred to as the
commission) which shall be a body corporate and politic,

having the powers, duties and jurisdiction herein enumerated
and such other and additional powers as shall be conferred

upon it by the act or acts of a signatory state concurred in by
the others.

Article III.

The commission shall consist of five commissioners from
each signatory state, each of whom shall be a resident voter

of the state from which he is appointed. The commissioners
shall be chosen in the manner and for the terms provided by
law of the state from which they shall be appointed. For
each state there shall be on the commission a member repre-

senting the state health department, a member representing
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the state water pollution control board (if such exists), and,
except where a state in its enabling legislation decides that
the best interests of the state will be otherwise served, a
member representing municipal interests, a member repre-

senting industrial interests, and a member representing an
agency acting for fisheries or conservation.

Article IV.

The commission shall annually elect from its members a
chairman and vice chairman and shall appoint and at its

pleasure remove or discharge such officers. It may appoint
and employ a secretary who shall be a professional engineer
versed in water pollution and may employ such stenographic
or clerical employees as shall be necessary, and at its pleasure
remove or discharge such employees. It shall adopt a seal

and suitable by-laws and shall promulgate rules and regula-

tions for its management and control. It may maintain an
office for the transaction of its business and may meet at any
time or place within the signatory states. Meetings shall be
held at least twice each year. A majority of the members
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but
no action of the commission imposing any obhgation on any
signatory state or on any municipal agency or subdivision
thereof or on any person, firm or corporation therein shall be
binding unless a majority of the members from such signa-

tory state shall have voted in favor thereof. Where meetings
are planned to discuss matters relevant to problems of water
pollution control affecting only certain of the signatory states,

the commission may vote to authorize special meetings of the
commissioners of the states especially concerned. The com-
mission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and dis-

bursements and shall make an annual report to the governor
and the legislature of each signatory state setting forth in

detail the operations and transactions conducted by it pur-
suant to this compact, and shall make recommendations for

any legislative action deemed by it advisable, including
amendments to the statutes of the signatory states which
may be necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this

compact. The commission shall not incur any obligations
for salaries, office, administrative, travefing or other expenses
prior to the allotment of funds by the signatory states ade-
quate to meet the same; nor shall the commission pledge
the credit of any of the signatory states. Each signatory
state reserves the right to provide hereafter by law for the
examination and audit of the accounts of the commission.
The commission shall appoint a treasurer who may be a
member of the commission, and disbursements by the com-
mission shall be vaHd only when authorized by the commis-
sion and when vouchers therefor have been signed by the
secretary and countersigned by the treasurer. The secretary
shall be custodian of the records of the commission with au-
thority to attest to and certify such records or copies thereof.



402 Acts, 1947. — Chap. 421.

Article V.

It is recognized, owing to such variable factors as location,

size, character and flow and the many varied uses of the

waters subject to the terms of this compact, that no single

standard of sewage and waste treatment and no single stand-

ard of quality of receiving waters is practical and that the

degree of treatment of sewage and industrial wastes should

take into account the classification of the receiving waters

according to present and proposed highest use, such as for

drinking water supply, industrial and agricultural uses, bath-

ing and other recreational purposes, maintenance and propa-

gation of fish life, shellfish culture, navigation and disposal

of wastes.

The commission shall establish reasonable physical, chem-
ical and bacteriological standards of water quality satisfac-

tory for various classifications of use. It is agreed that each

of the signatory states through appropriate agencies will pre-

pare a classification of its interstate waters in entirety or by
portions according to present and proposed highest use and
for this purpose technical experts employed by state depart-

ments of health and state water pollution control agencies

are authorized to confer on questions relating to classification

of interstate waters affecting two or more states. Each signa-

tory state agrees to submit its classification of its interstate

waters to the commission for approval. It is agreed that

after such approval all signatory states through their appro-

priate state health departments and water pollution control

agencies will work to establish programs of treatment of sew-

age and industrial wastes which will meet standards estab-

lished by the commission for classified waters. The commis-
sion may from time to time make such changes in definitions

of classifications and in standards as may be required by
changed conditions or as may be necessary for uniformity.

Article VI

.

Each of the signatory states pledges to provide for the

abatement of existing pollution and for the control of future

pollution of interstate inland and tidal waters as described

in Article I, and to put and maintain the waters thereof in a

satisfactory condition consistent with the highest classified

use of each body of water.

Article VII.

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to repeal or

prevent the enactment of any legislation or prevent the en-

forcement of any requirement by any signatory state im-

posing any additional condition or restriction to further

lessen the pollution of waters within its jurisdiction. Noth-
ing herein contained shall affect or abate any action now
pending brought by any governmental board or body created

by or existing under any of the signatory states.
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Article VIII.

The signatory states agree to appropriate for the salaries,

office, administrative, travel and other expenses such sum
or sums as shall be recommended by the commission. The
commonwealth of Massachusetts obligates itself only to the

extent of sixty-five hundred dollars in any one year, the state

of Connecticut only to the extent of three thousand dollars in

any one year, the state of Rhode Island only to the extent of

fifteen hundred dollars in any one year, and the states of

New Hampshire, Maine, and Vermont each only to the ex-

tent of one thousand dollars in any one year.

Article IX.

Should any part of this compact be held to be contrary to

the constitution of any signatory state or of the United
States, all other parts thereof shall continue to be in full

force and effect.

Article X.

The commission is authorized to discuss with appropriate

state agencies in New York state questions of pollution of

waters which flow into the New England area from New York
state or vice versa and to further the establishment of agree-

ments on pollution abatement to promote the interests of

the New York and New England areas.

Whenever the commission by majority vote of the members
of each signatory state shall have given its approval and the

state of New York shall have taken the necessary action to

do so, the state of New York shall be a party to this com-
pact for the purpose of controlling and abating the pollution

of waterways common to New York and the New England
states signatory to this compact but excluding the waters
under the jurisdiction of the interstate sanitation commis-
sion (New York, New Jersey and Connecticut).

Article XI.

This compact shall become effective immediately upon the
adoption of the compact by any two contiguous states of

New England but only in so far as applies to those states and
upon approval by federal law. Thereafter upon ratification

by other contiguous states, it shall also become effective as

to those states.

Section 2. Whenever the state planning board shall have
entered into the compact substantially in the form set forth

in section one with the duly authorized agency of any of the
states specified in said section, it shall file a certified copy of

such compact in the office of the state secretary and shall

notify the governor of its action. Such compact shall there-

upon become effective and operative as between the com-
monwealth and such other state or states, subject to the con-
sent of the Congress of the United States, which the governor
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shall take such steps as may be necessary to obtain. The
governor is hereby authorized and requested, upon receiving
notice of the filing of the required copy thereof in the office

of the state secretary, to notify forthwith the governors of

the specified states and the President of the United States,

that the commonwealth on its part has ratified and executed
said compact. The original notice of ratification received
from the governor or other duly authorized official of any
state joining in said compact shall be filed with the official

copy of said compact in the office of the state secretary, and
such notice, if any, as may be received from the President or
the Congress of the United States, signifying the consent of

the Congress to said compact, shall be filed in the same
manner.

Section 3. After the aforesaid compact shall become
effective and operative as provided in section two, the gov-
ernor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall desig-

nate or appoint four commissioners who, with the commis-
sioner of public health for the time being, shall represent the
commonwealth as members of the New England Interstate

Water Pollution Control Commission, hereinafter called the
commission. Any of the four commissioners so designated
or appointed may be state officials, and all shall be named
with due regard to interests concerned with interstate water
pollution problems. The terms of appointees who are not
salaried state officials shall originally be so arranged as to

expire in successive years, the longest term to be four years.

Thereafter appointments of such commissioners shall be for

terms of four years. Vacancies shall be filled for the re-

mainder of unexpired terms, in the same manner as original

appointments are made. The designations of state officials

other than the commissioner of public health, may be
changed whenever in the opinion of the governor such
change is desirable. Sections eight to twelve, inclusive, of

chapter thirty of the General Laws shall apply at all times
to commissioners who are not serving as salaried state officials

during their terms hereunder. Any commissioner who is a
state official may delegate from time to time a deputy or

other subordinate in his department to attend and partici-

pate in any meeting of or hearing by or other proceeding of

the commission, with authority to vote as the representative

of or substitute for said commissioner. The terms of com-
.missioners first appointed, who are not then holding salaried

state offices, shall be considered to have begun on the date
when the compact aforesaid shall become effective and op-
erative in accordance with section two.

Section 4. Each commissioner designated or appointed
by the governor who, while such commissioner, holds no
salaried state office, shall be paid by the commonwealth as

compensation the sum of thirty dollars for each day's service

performed in connection with his duties as such commis-
sioner, but not to exceed six hundred dollars in any fiscal

year. Such compensation shall be paid by the state treas-
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urer not oftener than once in two weeks, upon bills approved
by the chairman or vice chairman and the secretary of the

commission. All commissioners shall be entitled to their

actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties

as such.

Section 5. The commissioners on the part of the com-
monwealth shall obtain accurate accounts of all the commis-
sion's receipts and disbursements and shall report to the

governor and the budget commissioner annually on or before

the fifteenth day of September, setting forth in such detail as

the budget commissioner may require the transactions of the

commission for the fiscal year ending on the preceding June
thirtieth. They shall include in such report recommenda-
tions for any legislative action that the commission deems
advisable, including such amendments or additions to the

laws of the commonwealth as may be necessary or desirable

to carry out the intent and purposes of the New England
Interstate Water Pollution Control Compact among the

states joining therein. Approved May 19, 194-7.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Executive Department, State House,

Boston, June 4, 1947.

Honorable Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of the Commonwealth,

State House, Boston, Massachusetts.

Sir: — I, Robert F. Bradford, by virtue of and in accord-

ance with the provisions of the Forty-eighth Amendment to

the Constitution, "The Referendum II, Emergency Meas-
ures," hereby declare that in my opinion, the immediate
preservation of the public health, safety and convenience
requires that the law passed on the 19th day of May, entitled

"An Act Authorizing the Ratification of a Proposed Com-
pact Between the Commonwealth and Certain States

Specified Therein, Providing for Abatement of Existing

Pollution and Control of Future Pollution of Interstate

Waters," should take effect forthwith and that it is an
emergency law and that the facts constituting an emergency
are as follows:

An acute pollution problem has developed in the streams,

ponds, lakes and tidewaters of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts which are contiguous to or which flow through
two or more of the signatory states. It is urgent that the
provisions of this act become operative at once so that the
signatory states may expeditiously effect agreements which
will solve this problem.
Such a compact must be approved by the Congress of

the United States, and such approval will be obtained only
after the various signatory states have themselves ratified

the compact.
Very truly yours,

Robert F. Bradford,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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Office of the Secretary, Boston, June 4, 1947.

I hereby certify that the accompanying statement was
filed in this office by His Excellency the Governor of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts at two o'clock and twenty-
five minutes, p.m., on the above date, and in accordance
with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Consti-

tution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter four

hundred and twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred
and forty-seven.

Paul D. Howard,
Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth.

ChapA22 An Act relative to the disposition of sums accumulated
FOR THE PENSIONS OF CERTAIN PERSONS NOW OR FORMERLY
members of the boston RETIREMENT SYSTEM.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provisions

of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws, as amended, sums
accumulated in the pension accumulation fund of the Boston
retirement system established under chapter five hundred
and twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
two and heretofore or hereafter transferred under para-

graph (e) of subdivision (2) of section twenty-eight of said

chapter thirty-two to the pension fund of the retirement

system which became operative in the city of Boston on
October first, nineteen hundred and forty-six, under said

chapter thirty-two, may, upon the retirement of the person

for whom said sums were so accumulated, be used for the

payment of the pension of such person in the proportion that

his creditable service as a member of the Boston retirement

system bears to his total creditable service when retired.

Section 2. This act shall take effect as of October first,

nineteen hundred and forty-six. Approved May 19, 1947.

ChavA2Z An Act to reclassify certain officials and employees
of the registry of motor vehicles under the state
retirement system.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed):32^h. Subsection (2) (g) of section 3 of chapter 32 of the Gen-
etc.', amended, eral Laws, as amended by section 1 of chapter 403 of the acts

of 1946, is hereby further amended by striking out para-
graph "Group B" and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing paragraph :
—

Group B. — Members of police and fire departments not
classified in Group A, members of the poUce force of the
metropolitan district commission, capitol police, conserva-

tion officers paid as such, district fire wardens, coastal war-
dens in the department of conservation, officials and em-

'

' Group
defined.


