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Chap.664: An Act increasing the amount of specified benefits
UNDER THE WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT FOR INJURIES
RESULTING IN PARTIAL LOSS OF NORMAL VISION IN BOTH
EYES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 36 of chapter 152 of the General Laws,
as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out, in

hnes 2 and 3 of paragraph (b), as appearing in chapter 333 of

the acts of 1935, the words "one hundred and fifty" and
inserting in place thereof the words :

— three hundred, — so

that said paragraph will read as follows :
—

(h) For the reduction to twenty seventieths of normal
vision in both eyes, with glasses, a period of three hundred
weeks.

Section 2. Section one of this act shall apply only in case

of personal injuries occurring on or after its effective date.

Approved June SO, 1947.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 152.

§ 36, etc.,

amended.

Specific
injuries.

Application.

Chap.665 An Act to increase the minimum weekly compensation
IN CERTAIN CASES UNDER THE WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 152,

§ 34, etc.,

amended.

Total
incapacity.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 34 of chapter 152 of the General Laws, as most
recently amended by section 1 of chapter 321 of the acts of

1946, is hereby further amended bj^ inserting after the word
"wages" in line 8 the words: — , but not less than ten

dollars where the number of normal working hours of the

injured employee in a week are fifteen or more, — so as to

read as follows:— Section 34. While the incapacity for work
resulting from the injury is total, the insurer shall pay the

injured employee a weekly compensation equal to two thirds

of his average weekly wages, but not more than twenty-five

dollars nor less than eighteen dollars a week unless the

weekly wages of the injured employee are less than eighteen

dollars, in which case said weekly compensation shall be

equal to his average weekly wages, but not less than ten

dollars where the number of normal working hours of the

injured employee in a week are fifteen or more; provided,

that the amount does not exceed ten thousand dollars.

Approved June 30, 1947.

Chap.666 An Act to provide for the taxation of diesel motor
FUEL.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 64A,
§ 1, etc..

amended.

"Diesel
engine fuel"
defined.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of section 1 of chapter 64A of

the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 357 of

the acts of 1936, is hereby amended by adding at the end

the following sentence :
—

"Diesel engine .fuel" shall mean
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all products of petroleum or coal tar used in or capable of

use in propelling motor vehicles using Diesel engines.

Section 2. Said chapter 64A is further amended by add- g-^y
^xer.

ing after section 4 the following section:— Section 4A. new 'aa!

Every person operating over the highways of this common- ^'^ '^^\

wealth a motor vehicle which is propelled by a Diesel engine dS*pro-°^

shall for the purposes of this chapter be deemed a distributor
^e'^iated"*'^^'

thereunder. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate

a Diesel propelled vehicle upon or over such highways with-

out first obtaining a license as a distributor from the com-
missioner. Such license shall authorize the operation of one
or more Diesel propelled vehicles during the calendar year
and shall be renewed annually. The fee for such license and ^®®-

for each renewal thereof, to be collected by the commissioner
at time of issue, shall be one dollar and the form of license

issued by the commissioner shall set forth the name and ad-

dress of the distributor, the license number or numbers of

the Diesel propelled vehicle or vehicles registered by said

distributor and the date of expiration thereof. Every dis-

tributor licensed to operate Diesel propelled vehicles shall

file a return as required by section four showing the number
of gallons of Diesel engine fuel purchased for use of such
vehicles and shall pay to the commissioner, at the time of

filing, a tax upon Diesel engine fuel purchased during the
preceding calendar month at the rate provided by this chap-
ter upon the sale of Diesel engine fuel. All provisions of this

chapter relative to the collection, payment, abatement, veri-

fication, administration, including penalties, and disposition

of collections shall be applicable to the tax imposed by this

section.

Section 2A. The provisions of section four of chapter one Additional

hundred and twenty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and ^'"''^^ *^'''

thirty-one, as most recently extended by chapter five hun-
dred and seventy-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
forty-five, imposing an additional excise tax of one cent on
each gallon of fuel, as defined in section one of chapter
sixty-four A of the General Laws, shall apply to Diesel en-

gine fuel as defined in said section one of chapter sixty-four A,
as amended by section one of this act.

Section 3. Section 33 of chapter 90 of the General g^l. (Ten
^

Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out etc', amended!

the fifth paragraph, as inserted by section 1 of chapter 249
of the acte of 1932, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing paragraph :
—

For the registration of every motor bus not owned as pro- Registration

vided in the preceding paragraph which is used exclusively ^''^

under contract for the transportation of school children, two
dollars

;
provided, that any such motor bus may also be used

for the transportation of persons to and from church and
Sunday school services without the pajnnent of additional

registration fee. This and the two preceding paragraphs
shall apply to the registration of vehicles described therein

regardless of whether they are designed to be propelled other-
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Effective date.

wise than by fuel as defined in section one of chapter sixty-

four A, in this section referred to as "non-gasoline driven",

or designed to be propelled by fuel as so defined, in this sec-

tion referred to as "gasoline driven". The term "gasoline

driven" as used in this section shall include vehicles pro-

pelled by Diesel fuel as defined in paragraph (rf) of section

one of said chapter sixty-four A.

Section 4. This act shall take effect on January first, nine-

teen hundred and forty-eight. Approved June 30, 1947.

Chap.QQ7 An Act amending the law relative to contributory
RETIREMENT OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 32, § 1,

etc., amended.

"Govern-
mental unit'
defined.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 32, § 3,

etc., amended.

Eligibility for
membership.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 32, § 3,

etc., further
amended.

Group B.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 32, §3,
etc., further
amended.

Retirement of

certain public
employees.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would result

in unnecessarily delaying the time when certain public em-
ployees would receive the benefits provided thereby, there-

fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary

for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 32 of the General Laws,

as appearing in section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1945,

is hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Govern-
mental unit" and inserting in place thereof the following:—

"Governmental unit", the commonwealth or any political

subdivision thereof, except that a teacher who is a member
of, or eligible for membership in, the teachers' retirement

system shall, for the purpose of membership and the require-

ments in connection therewith, be deemed to be employed
by the same governmental unit.

Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subdivision (2) of section 3

of said chapter 32, as amended, is hereby further amended by
adding at the end the words: —

;
provided, that any person

holding a position for which the annual compensation is

fixed in an amount of two hundred dollars or less shall not be

eligible for membership except by vote of the board.

Section 3. Group B of paragraph (g) of subdivision (2)

of section 3 of said chapter 32, as most recently amended by
section 1 of chapter 403 of the acts of 1946, is hereby further

amended by adding at the end the words :
—

;
provided,

that no member who attains age sixty-five while classified in

Group A may thereafter be classified in Group B, irrespective

of change of employment.
Section 4. Section 3 of said chapter 32 is hereby further

amended by striking out subdivision (5), as most recently

amended by section 1 of chapter 003 of the acts of 1946, and
inserting in place thereof the following subdivision: —

(5) Any member of any system who had rendered service

as an employee of any governmental unit other than that

by which he is presently employed, for any previous period

during which the first governmental unit had no contributory

retirement system or during which he had inchoate rights to

a non-contributory pension or in a position which w^as not


