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September sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty, and
July twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and fortj^-seven, both

dates inclusive, or at any time between April sixth, nineteen

hundred and seventeen, and November eleventh, nineteen

hundred and eighteen, both dates inclusive, and a person

who has served in the active mihtary, naval or air-force

service of the United States at any time between June
twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty, and the date of

cessation of hostilities as determined by the United States

government, both dates inclusive, and who was discharged or

released therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable.

The term "veteran", as used herein, shall also include the

wife, widow, mother or other dependent of such person.

Section 2. Section 3 of chapter 372 of the acts of 1946

is hereby amended bj^ striking out the paragraph defining

"Veteran", as appearing in section 2 of said chapter 441,

and inserting in place thereof the folio\ving:—
"Veteran", a person who has served in the active military

or naval service of the United States at any time between
September sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty, and
July twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and forty-seven, both
dates inclusive, or at any tinue between April sixth, nineteen

hundred and seventeen, and November eleventh, nineteen

hundred and eighteen, both dates inclusive, and a person

who has served in the active military, naval or air-force

service of the United States at any time between June
twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fiftj^, and the date of

cessation of hostilities as determined by the United States

government, both dates inclusive, and who was discharged

or released therefrom under conditions other than dis-

honorable. The term "veteran", as used herein, shall also

include the wife, widow, mother or other dependent of such

person. Approved July 4, 1952.

Chap.Q17 An Act relative to the housing authority law and
CREATING redevelopment AUTHORITIES.

Emergency Wkereas, There exist in cities and towns of this common-
pream e.

wealth dccadent areas which are a menace to the public

health and safety and which require redevelopment by re-

development authorities created by this act; and
Whereas, The redevelopment of such decadent areas can-

not be carried out during a time of housing shortage in a

city or town without the provision of relocation housing ac-

commodations for families who will be displaced by such

public improvement and find themselves homeless through
no fault of theirs; therefore, it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immecUate preservation of

the public health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. L. (Ter. SECTION 1. Section 261 of chapter 121 of the General

f 26i/e^to'.. Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 200
amended.
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of the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended by striking out,
in line 3, the word "thirty-four" and inserting in place
thereof the word :

— thirty-six, — so as to read as follows

:

— Section 261. Designation as Housing Authority Law. — Housing

This section and the thirty-six following sections shall be Law**""*^
known and may be cited as the Housing Authority Law.
Section 2. Section 26J of said chapter 121, as amended, EjViJr'

is hereby further amended by striking out the paragraph de- § s'ej. etc.,

fining "Housing authority" or "authority", as appearing in
^'°^'*^®^-

section 1 of chapter 574 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in

place thereof the following :
—

"Housing authority", a public body politic and corporate "Housing

created pursuant to section twenty-six K or corresponding defin^**'
'

provisions of earlier laws.

Section 3. Said section 26J of said chapter 121 is hereby g. l. (Ten

further amended by inserting after the paragraph defining f 26j/etc.,

"Land assembly and redevelopment plan", as so appearing, amlnded
the following two paragraphs.:—

"Redevelopment authority", a public body politic and definitions,

corporate created pursuant to section twenty-six QQ.
"Relocation project", any work or undertaking for pro-

viding decent, safe and sanitary dwellings for persons or
families displaced by the making of any land assembly and
redevelopment project or other public improvement by the
commonwealth or any city, town or other body politic and
corporate of the commonwealth.
Section 4. Said chapter 121 is hereby further amended EdViJ^"

by striking out section 26QQ and its caption, inserted by § a'cQQ, etc.,

section 3 of chapter 200 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in
*'"«°'^^-

place thereof, under the caption part vi. redevelop-
ment authorities, the following new section:— ^edion Organization

26QQ. Organization of Redevelopment Authorities. — There men\'^^''^'°^"

is hereby created in each city and town in the commonwealth, authorities,

except Boston, a public body pohtic and corporate to be
known as the "Redevelopment Authority" of such city or

town; provided, that no such authority shall transact any
business or exercise any powers until the need for such an
authority has been determined, the housing authority, if

any, in such city or town has given its consent, and a certifi-

cate of organization has been issued to it by the state secre-

tary, all as hereinafter provided.

If the city council of a city, except Boston, with the ap-
proval of the mayor, or, in a city operating under Plan E
charter, of the city manager, or a town, at an annual town
meeting or a special town meeting called for the purpose,
shall determine that there is a need for a redevelopment au-
thority in such city or town for the purpose of engaging in

land assembly and redevelopment projects, and that it is in

the pubhc interest that such an authority be organized in

such city or town, and the housing authority, if any, in such
city or town gives its consent, a redevelopment authority
shall be organized in such city or town, and its members shall

be appointed and a certificate of organization shall be issued,
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in the same manner as is provided by law in the case of a
housing authority. Thereafter, such redevelopment author-

ity and the members thereof shall have the same functions,

rights, powers, privileges and immunities and be subject to

the same duties, hmitations and obligations as is provided
by law in the case of a housing authority and the members
thereof in carrying out land assembly and redevelopment
projects and all the provisions of law applicable to housing
authorities in cities and towns, and the members thereof with
respect to land assembly and redevelopment projects shall

be applicable to redevelopment authorities and the members
thereof; and the power to initiate land assembly and re-

development projects in such city or town shall thereafter

be vested solely in the redevelopment authority therein.

A city or town in which a redevelopment authority has
been organized pursuant to this section shall have the same
rights and powers to co-operate with and assist such author-
ity with respect to land assembly and redevelopment projects

that cities and towns have for the purpose of co-operating

with and assisting housing authorities with respect to land
assembly and redevelopment projects within their respective

limits.

The provisions of section twenty-six HH shall be applicable

to bonds, notes and certificates of indebtedness of redevelop-

ment authorities, and the bonds, notes and certificates of

indebtedness of such authorities shall have the same exemp-
tions from taxation with respect to principal and income and
shall be legal investments for the same institutions and for

the same funds as is pro\'ided in said section twenty-six HH
in the case of bonds, notes and certificates of indebtedness
of housing authorities.

A housing authority in a city or town which has initiated

a land assembly and redevelopment project may complete,
operate and maintain such project notwithstanding the or-

ganization of a redevelopment authority in such city or town.
Such redevelopment authority may, however, with the con-

sent of the city council of such city or the selectmen of such
town, pursuant to an agreement with the housing authority
of such city or town, take over a planned or existing land
assembly and redevelopment project instituted by such
housing authority, and assume, exercise, continue, perform
and carry out all undertakings, obligations, duties, rights,

powers, plans and activities of such housing authority re-

lating to such project, and thereafter such housing authority
shall have no powers and duties with respect to such proj-

ect; provided, that no such action shall be taken if there are

outstanding any bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness
of such housing authority issued on account of such project,

unless all holders of such bonds, notes and certificates of in-

debtedness have previously consented in writing to such
action.

Ed t' 121?" Section 5. Paragraph (b) of section 26P of said chapter
§ 26P, etc., 121, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 574 of the acts of
&XI16I1Q6C1 (
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1946, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "proj-
ect" in hne 24 the words:— , to undertake and provide
relocation projects in order to house for a limited period
families not otherwise eligible for public housing who are
displaced by a land assembly and redevelopment project or
other public improvement involving the demolition of dwell-
ing units whenever such a land assembly and redevelopment
project or other public improvement is determined upon and
it or a redevelopment authority finds that there exists in the
city or town an acute shortage of bousing and there are no
adequate means available for immediate relocation of per-

sons and families displaced from the project area, — so as to
read as follows :

—
(6) To determine what areas within its jurisdiction con- Duties of

stitute sub-standard or decadent areas and to prepare plans ^^^ authority

for the clearance thereof; to provide housing projects for

families of low income; to engage in land assembly and re-

development projects; to provide housing for families of low
income in rural areas in accordance with the provisions set

forth in section twenty-six II; to take by eminent domain
under chapter seventy-nine or chapter eighty A, or to pur-
chase or lease, or to acquire by gift, bequest or grant, and
hold, any property real or personal, or any interest therein,

found by it to be necessary or reasonably required to carry

out the purposes of the Housing Authority Law, or any of

its sections, and to sell, exchange, transfer or assign the
same; provided, that in case of a taking by eminent domain
under said chapter seventy-nine, the provisions of section

forty of said chapter shall be appHcable, except that the
security therein required shall be deposited with the mayor
of the city or the selectmen of the town in which the prop-
erty to be taken is situated; to clear and improve any prop-
erty so acquired; to engage in or contract for the construc-

tion, reconstruction, alteration, remodeling or repair of any
clearance or housing project or parts thereof; to act as agent
of, or to co-operate with the federal government in any
clearance, land assembly and redevelopment, or housing
project, to undertake and provide relocation projects in

order to house for a limited period families not otherwise
eligible for public housing who are displaced by a land
assembly and redevelopment project or other pubhc improve-
ment involving the demolition of dwelling units whenever
such a land assembly and redevelopment project or other
public improvement is determined upon and it or a redevel-

opment authority finds that there exists in the city or town
an acute shortage of housing and there are no adequate means
available for immediate relocation of persons and families

displaced from the project area; to lease, to operate, and,
subject to the limitations set forth in section twenty-six FF,
to estabhsh, or revise, schedules of rents for any such project

or part thereof undertaken by it; to borrow money as here-
after provided upon the security of its bonds, notes or other
evidences of indebtedness and to secure the same by mort-



526 Acts, 1952. — Chap. 617.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 121, new
§ 26RR.
added.

Contracts
for state
inancial
assistance.

gages upon property held or to be held by it or by pledge of

its revenue, including grants or contributions by the federal

government, or in any other lawful manner, and in connec-
tion with the incurrence of any indebtedness to covenant
that it shall not thereafter mortgage the whole or any speci-

fied part of its property or pledge the whole or any specified

part of its revenues; to invest in securities legal for the in-

vestment of funds of savings banks any funds held by it

and not required for immediate disbursement; to enter into,

execute and carry out contracts with any urban redevelop-
ment corporation organized under section three of chapter
one hundred and twenty-one A for the purchase, sale, lease

or exchange of property; to enter into, execute and carr}^

out contracts, including contracts with the federal govern-
ment, and all other instruments necessary or convenient to

the exercise of the powers granted in the Housing Authority
Law; and to make, and from time to time to amend or re-

peal, by-laws, rules and regulations to carry into effect its

powers and purposes under the Housing Authority Law;
provided, that the same are not inconsistent with the Housing
Authority Law, or with the pertinent rules and regulations of

the housing board or with law.

Section 6. Said chapter 121 of the General Laws is

hereby further amended by inserting after section 26QQ, as

appearing in section 4 of this act, the following new section

;

— Section 26RR. Contracts for State Financial Assistance. —
For the purpose of avoiding, so far as practicable, during the

period of public exigency, emergency and distress now exist-

ing on account of the acute shortage of housing in many
cities and towns of the commonwealth, the making of per-

sons or families homeless as the result of the demolition of

dwelling units on land acquired or to be acquired for the

purposes of a land assembly and redevelopment project or

any other public improvement by the commonwealth, a

city or town, or any other public body the commonwealth
acting by and through the board may enter into a contract

or contracts with a housing authority, or in the event a re-

development authority exists within a city or town with a
housing authority upon request of a redevelopment authority,

for state financial assistance in the form of a guarantee by
the commonwealth of notes and/or bonds, of the housing
authority issued to finance the cost of a relocation project

or projects. The guarantee by the commonwealth of the
notes and/or bonds of a housing authority shall be executed
on each note and/or bond by the chairman of the state

housing board; provided, however, that the total amount
guaranteed shall not exceed twenty-five milfion dollars in the
aggregate or the actual cost of the construction of two thou-
sand units, whichever amount is the lesser. Each such con-

tract shall contain such limitations as to the development
cost of the project and administrative and maintenance costs,

as the board may require. Each project shall be based upon
a separate application made to the board, which shall in-
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elude such evidence of need as the board may require includ-

ing a statement that the local planning board has been in-

formed as to the location and number of dwelling units of

the proposed project. The board shall ascertain and certify

the need for each project after determining that there exists

in such city or town and its vicinity a period of public

exigency, emergency and distress occasioned by an acute
shortage of housing; provided, that the board may not
approve a project or projects in any city or town for a num-
ber of dwelling units in excess of fifty per cent of the num-
ber of families to be displaced by a land assembly or rede-

velopment project or other public improvement which the
board finds cannot be carried out without the provisions of

such relocation housing. A project constructed under this

section shall be deemed to provide adequate performance as

set forth in section three J of chapter one hundred and forty-

three.

At such time as the board shall determine that such acute
shortage of housing for displaced persons constituting a pub-
lic exigency, emergency or distress no longer exists, or in any
event not later than five years from the date on which this

act becomes effective, any relocation project acquired, con-

structed, moved or rehabilitated shall be offered for sale at

its fair market value and disposed of as soon as is consistent

with sound business judgment; provided, that no such sale

shall be made unless approved by the board. If the pro-

ceeds of the sale of such a project are in excess of the total of

all obligations of the housing authority with respect to such
project such excess shall, after the payment of all notes,

bonds and other outstanding obHgations issued by the
housing authority to finance the cost of such project, be paid

to the city or town in which such project is located.

The provisions of section twenty-six L to twenty-six PP,
except sections twenty-six FF and twenty-six GG, shall,

as far as apt, be applicable to projects developed under this

section and to housing authorities while engaged in developing
and administering such projects; provided, that whenever
the phrase, "federal legislation" is used in said sections

twenty-six L to twenty-six PP it shall also include legislation

in respect to a relocation project under this section; and
provided, further, that the limitations on the powers of a
housing authority with respect to "families of low income"
found in sections twenty-six P and twenty-six FF of chapter
one hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws shall not
apply to relocation projects. An authority shall not acquire
land for the site of a relocation project by eminent domain
under chapter seventy-nine or chapter eighty A, or by pur-
chase, gift or otherwise, unless such land is entirely or almost
entirely unoccupied by inhabited dwellings

;
provided, how-

ever, that an authority may acquire a completed dwelling
or a group of dwellings for a relocation project if the ac-

quisition of such does not involve their demolition. The
total number of dwelling imits to be created in any one city
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or town in connection with relocation projects, for which
state assistance may be granted, shall not exceed two per

cent of the total of dwelling units in such city or town as

reported by the United States census of nineteen hundred
and fifty. The following provisions shall be applicable to

each contract for state financial assistance under this section

and section twenty-six 00.
(a) A housing authority may sell temporary notes and/or

bonds to finance a relocation project; provided, that the

total amount outstanding at any one time, exclusive of any
notes and/or bonds which may be issued for refunding

purposes shall not be in excess of the cost of the project as

approved by the board. Any such notes or bonds may be
refunded through the sale of similar notes or bonds, but in

no event for a term more tha.n as determined by the board.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section twenty-six W,
the payment of the principal of, and interest on, all such
notes and/or bonds shall be guaranteed by the commonwealth
and the full faith and credit of the commonwealth is hereby
pledged for any such guarantee; pro\dded that the total

amount so guaranteed shall not exceed twenty-five million

dollars in the aggregate. No housing authority shall sell

or offer for sale any such notes or bonds ^vithout receiving

from the board approval of the amount, the term and the

time of sale. The net income of the project, after operating

charges and expenses as approved by the board, shall be
applied annually in reduction of the outstanding indebted-

ness of the housing authority in relation to the projects.

In case any funds become available for the payment of any
bonds, notes or other obHgations issued or incurred in con-

nection with a relocation project before such obligations

are due, and the holders of any such obligations are not
wilhng to accept present payment thereof, such funds shall

be held by the authority until such obligations are due and
then applied to the payment thereof, and in the meantime
shall be invested only in securities legal for the investment
of funds of savings banks.

(6) Upon the completion or acquisition of a project by a

housing authority, it shall be maintained and operated by
such authority. In the operation or management of relo-

cation projects, an authority shall at all times observe the

following requirements with respect to rentals and tenant

selection :
—

(1) It shall rent to a tenant dwelHng accommodations
consisting of the least number of rooms which it deems
necessary to provide safe and sanitary accommodations to

the proposed occupants thereof without overcrowding, in

accordance with a rent schedule approved by the board.

Such rent schedule shall be arranged so as to be sufficient,

in the opinion of the board, to pay all of the costs of main-
taining and operating the project, including a reasonable

allowance for depreciation, and may, in the discretion of the

board, be sufficient so as also to include each year an allow-
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ance for the amortization of all or part of the cost of acquiring

and constructing the project not otherwise provided for.

(2) It shall accept as tenants only persons or families

who occupied dweUings eliminated by demolition, con-

demnation and effective closing as part of any public im-

provement or land assembly and redevelopment project

made by the commonwealth, a city or town or other body
politic and corporate.

(3) In an};- action to recover possession of premises occu-

pied in a relocation project, the provisions of sections twelve

and thirteen of chapter one hundred and eighty-six of the

General Laws, and section nine of chapter two hundred and
thirty-nine of the General Laws, as amended, shall not apply.

No person or family shall be allowed to remain in occupancy

in a relocation project for a period greater than eighteen

months.
Section 7, Said chapter 121 of the General Laws is g. l. (Xer.

hereby further amended by inserting after section 26RR, as fless,^^'
°^™

appearing in section 6 of this act, the following new sec- ^'^•^«'*-

tion:

—

Section 26SS. The provisions of sections twenty- Severability

six I to twenty-six RR, inclusive, are hereby declared to
p'"°'''^'°''-

be severable and if any such provision or the application

of such provision to any person or circumstances shall be
held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or

unconstitutionality shall not be construed to affect the

validity or constitutionality of any of the remaining provi-

sions of said sections or the application of such provisions

to persons or circumstances other than those as to which it

is held invalid. It is hereby declared to be the legislative

intent that said sections would have been adopted had such

invalid or unconstitutional provisions not been included

therein. Approved July 4, 1952.

An Act providing for a state teachers college at phn^ ai c
BOSTON.

^'

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend Emergency

to defeat its purpose, which is to enable the establishment
^'"®^'"

of a state teachers college at Boston on September first in

the current year, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of

the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 73 of the General Laws g. l. (Ter.

is hereby amended by inserting after the word "at", in
^tt! 'amended,

line 3, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 620 of the acts of

1948, the word "Boston,".

Section 2. Section 3 of said chapter 73, as amended by g. l. (Ter.

section 12 of chapter 127 of the acts of 1932, is hereby fur-
Jt^J'^^^^ded.

ther amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting

in place thereof the following sentence :
— The city of Boston Agreements

may, and the cities of North Adams, Fitchburg and Lowell
certakT'^^
buildings.


