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An Act relative to exhibiting motion pictubbs and Chap.742
USING RADIO OR TELEVISION ON THE LORD's DAY.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
^^ambi°°^

to defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith that the
exhibition of motion pictures on the Lord's day be excluded
from certain provisions of law regulating certain other enter-

tainment on said day, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the inmiediate preservation

of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 4 of chapter 136 of the General Laws, as most ^•^^- {J|'j ^
recently amended by chapter 303 of the acts of 1954, is etc!, ameided!

hereby further amended by adding at the end the following

sentence: —^The foregoing provisions, insofar as they au- Licensing of

thorize any person to refuse to grant, or to suspend, revoke ent'ertaiSSt

or annul a license upon the ground that the proposed enter- ^ ^ord^s day,

tainment is not in keeping with the character of the Lord's
^^ ^^

day or not consistent with its due observance, and insofar

as they require written approval of the proposed entertain-

ment by said commissioner, shall not apply to any person
making an application for a license to exhibit motion pic-

tures or for the use of radio or television on said day, nor to
any license issued upon such appUcation.

Approved September 9, 1955.

An Act authorizing the metropolitan district commis- Chap.743
SION TO improve THE NEPONSET RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES
THEREOF, SO AS TO PERMIT RECLAMATION OF CERTAIN
LANDS IN THE NEPONSET RIVER VALLEY AND FLOOD CON-
TROL THEREIN, AND ESTABLISHING THE NEPONSET RIVER
DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL APPORTIONMENT BOARD.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission, here-

inafter called the commission, is hereby authorized and di-

rected to dredge and otherwise improve the Neponset river

channel and the tributaries of said Neponset river, including
Mother brook, so called, to reheve flood conditions and per-
mit the reclamation of the lands adjacent thereto in the city

of Boston and in the towns of Dedham, Canton, Westwood,
Norwood, Milton and Sharon. The commission may make
application for federal assistance in the construction of any
project authorized by this act and any federal funds so re-

ceived shall be credited to the metropoUtan district park
funds and be used to pay debt service costs incurred as
authorized by this act.

Section 2. The commission, for the purposes of this act,

may, on behalf of the commonwealth, take by eminent do-
main under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or
acquire by purchase or otherwise, any lands, waters, water



782 Acts, 1955. — Chap. 743.

rights, watercourses, rights of way, easements, or other

property or interest in property, and shall have all the

rights, powers and duties and be subject to the limitations

of section thirty-two of chapter ninety-two of the General
Laws; provided, however, that cities and towns in the area

or areas within which construction may occur shall grant to

the commission the right to enter upon any public land and
to construct such facihties as may be necessary without re-

course to damages therefor. The commission, however, shall,

as provided in said section thirty-two, heed all reasonable

requests of officials of said cities and towns to restore, so far

as practicable, such pubUc property to as good condition as

the same was in when such construction was commenced.
Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of any special

or general law to the contrary, the commission, for the pur-
poses of flood control and the regulation of the water level

in the Neponset river and Mother brook, is hereby author-

ized to estabhsh rules and regulations governing the con-

struction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of dams
on the Neponset river and Mother brook, and the storage

and discharge of water therefrom into said streams.

Section 4. The commission shall determine, as nearly as

may be, what portion of the improvement provided for by
this act is to permit the reclamation of land and what por-

tion thereof is to protect the Neponset river watershed and
valley from floods, and shall divide the cost of the whole
improvement accordingly. As used in sections five and six,

the words "improvement provided for by this act" and "such
improvement" shall be construed to mean only such portion

of the whole improvement provided for by this act as is to

permit the reclamation of land.

Section 5. There shall be in the metropoHtan district

commission but not subject to its direction or control, the

Neponset River Drainage and Flood Control Apportionment
Board, hereinafter called the board, consisting of the chair-

men of the boards of assessors of the several cities and towns
named in section one. Said board shall determine the sev-

eral estates in said cities and towns especially benefited by
the improvement provided for by this act, including all such
estates pubhcly owned and the value of the benefit or advan-
tage, other than the general advantage to the community,
received by each of said estates and shall apportion the total

cost of such improvement among said estates in proportion

to the value of said benefit or advantage received by each

of them. The metropolitan district commission shall fur-

nish said board all information and assistance necessary for

the performance of its duties. Upon the completion of its

work, said board shall certify its determinations and appor-

tionment to each of said cities and towns.

The share of the cost of the improvement provided for by
this act apportioned as aforesaid to estates in each of said

cities and towns other than estates under the jurisdiction of

the metropolitan district commission shall be assessed upon
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such city or town in the manner provided in section fifty-

nine A of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws. Such
assessment shall be made in equal installments over a twenty-
year period and shall be payable in the fiscal year in which
payments are due on bonds authorized to be issued under
section eight; provided, however, if the board fails to submit
its final report on the apportionment as authorized by this

section, the metropolitan district commission may for any
fiscal year make an assessment on an estimated basis in order

to provide payments as required by this act. All payments
received by the state treasurer shall be credited to the met-
ropolitan district commission park funds.

Section 6. Within one year after the board certifies its

determination and apportionment as aforesaid, each of the

several cities and towns named in section one shall deter-

mine, in the case of a city, by vote of its city council with

the approval of its mayor, and in the case of a town, by vote
at a regular or special town meeting, whether betterments
shall be assessed upon the several estates in such city or

town especially benefited by the improvement provided for

by this act. The assessors of each such city or town in

which it is so voted to assess betterments for such improve-
ment shall within six months thereafter assess upon each
such estate its proportionate share of the cost of such im-
provement; provided, that no such assessment shall exceed
the value of the benefit or advantage received by the estate

upon which it is made. The order of assessment shall con-

tain a description sufficiently accurate for identification of

each estate assessed, the value of the benefit or advantage
received by such estate, and the amount of the assessment
thereon; and a copy of such order shall be recorded within

thirty days after its adoption in the registry of deeds of the
county or district in which the city or town lies. Every
assessment made under this section shall constitute a lien

upon the estate assessed from and after the recording of the

copy of such order as aforesaid. Such lien shall continue
for the same period and under the same conditions as a lien

established under chapter eighty of the General Laws and
acts in amendment or revision thereof. The provisions of

said chapter eighty relative to the apportionment, division,

reassessment, abatement and collection of assessments, and
to interest, shall apply to assessments made under this

section.

Section 7. The commission may sell at public or private

sale, or exchange or lease any property, real or personal, or

any easement or water right, acquired under the provisions

of this act, which in the opinion of said commission is no
longer needed for the purposes of this act and any sums re-

ceived from such sale, exchange or lease shall be credited to

the metropolitan district commission park funds.

Section 8. To meet the expenditure necessary in carry-
ing out the provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall,

upon request of the governor and council, issue and sell at
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public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered

or with interest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to

an amount to be specified by the governor and council from
time to time, but not exceeding in the aggregate, the siun

of two milhon dollars. All bonds issued by the common-
wealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on the face, Nepon-
set River Drainage and Flood Control, Act of 1955, and shall

be on the serial payment plan for such maximum term of

years, not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may
recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3 of

Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged that
the amounts payable in the several years of the period of

amortization other than the final year shall be as nearly equal
as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable to

make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-annually at

such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of the
governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall

be payable not later than one year from the date of issue

thereof and the entire issue not later than June thirtieth,

nineteen hundred and eighty. All interest payments and
payments on account of principal on such obhgations shall

be paid from the metropoUtan district commission park
funds, to be assessed by methods fixed by law.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved September 9, 1955.

Chap. 7^4: An Act relative to fees and charges of registers of
PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY.

Emergency Wliereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
pream e.

defeat its purpose, which is to change forthwith certain fees

and charges of registers of probate and insolvency in certain

cases, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed ^'262% 40 Section 1. Section 40 of chapter 262 of the General
etc'., 'amended.' Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter

418 of the acts of the current year, is hereby further amended
by striking out the eighth paragraph and inserting in place

thereof the following paragraph :
—

^®^^- For a petition or application for allowance of any ac-

count, except when the petitioner or accountant certifies

that the estate does not exceed one thousand dollars in

value, five dollars; such fee to be charged for each year or

major fraction thereof covered by such account.

Section 2. This act shall take effect as of September
first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

Approved September 9, 1955.


