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fictional description or illustration of sadism, masochism,
sexual perversion, bestiality or lust, or of the physical tor-

ture of human beings, shall be punished by imprisonment for

not more than two years or by a fine of not less than one
hundred nor more than one thousand dollars.

In a prosecution under this section it shall not be neces-

sary to prove that the defendant has read, or knows of the
offensive description or picture contained in the literature

involved. It shall be prima facie evidence of offering such
literature for sale to a child under eighteen if—

(a) It is displayed upon a newsstand, counter or shelf in

a store frequented by children under eighteen or adjacent

to a primary school or public playground ; and
(6) If the words of the text or dialogue, exclusive of proper

names, are written in the vocabulary of the seventh grade
or below.

Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting

the reporting of news or the description of actual crimes,

human actions, or court testimony, in the usual course of

news reporting which gives the time and place of the occur-

rence so far as known either in daily newspapers or weekly
or periodical journals; nor as forbidding historical descrip-

tions of actual events, nor copies of pictures of statuary or

works of art on public display in civihzed countries, nor ex-

cerpts from the Bible, Koran or the sacred literature of a
religious sect.

Section 30A. Any pubhsher, wholesaler, jobber, or dis-

tributor who sells to any retail dealer in groups or lots any
pamphlet, magazine, comic book, picture, picture book or

ballad, the sale, rental, display for sale, loan, gift, distribu-

tion or offer of sale of which by said retail dealer constitutes

a violation of section thirty, shall be jointly responsible with
said retailer for violation of said section unless it shall appear
that the retailer purchased the offending publication by a
written order signed by the retailer specifying the publica-

tion by title.

Section 2. The provisions of this act are hereby declared

to be severable, and if any such provision, or the application

of any such provision to any person or circumstance shall

be held to be unconstitutional, such unconstitutionality shall

not be construed to affect the constitutionahty of any of the

remaining provisions of this act, or the appUcation of such
provision to persons or circumstances other than those to

which it is so held unconstitutional.

Approved October 4, 1956.

Chap.725 An Act relative to the flood control project in the
MIDDLE AND BLACKSTONE RIVERS, KNOWN AS THE WORCES-
TER diversion.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to

defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for flood

control works for the protection of the Uves and safety of the
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citizens of the commonwealth and of public and private

property, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the pubhc
health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 15 of the acts of 1956 is hereby
amended by striking out section 3 and inserting in place

thereof the following section : — Section 3. For the purposes
of this project, said department is hereby authorized (1) to

take under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine of the

General Laws such lands or rights therein within or without
the municipal limits of said city as may from time to time be
required by the secretary; (2) to relocate and reconstruct

highways, roads and streets, including bridges and ap-

proaches and other structures, and including water pipes,

petroleum pipes, gas pipes, sewers and power lines, railroad

tracks and bridges and other structures, tailraces, raceway
conduits and extensions and connection incidental thereto,

and for the construction or reconstruction of dams and
pumping stations, both pubhcly and privately owned;
(3) to do all other work required by the secretary under said

statutes ; and (4) to enter on private lands for said purposes.

Section 2. Said chapter 15 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 8 and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing section: — Sections. The commonwealth shall

assess upon the city of Worcester the total costs incurred

under sections three, seven and nine of this act, and all

monies received from such assessments shall be used for the

payment of the principal and interest on the bonds authorized

by said section nine.

Section 3. Of the sum appropriated by section one of

chapter two hundred and eight of the acts of the current

year, the commission on administration and finance is hereby
authorized and directed to transfer in accordance with the

provisions of paragraph (4) of said section one for the pur-

pose of reimbursing the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority,

created by section three of chapter three hundred and
fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-two, such
amounts, not to exceed three hundred thousand dollars, in

the aggregate, as may be approved by said commission as

representing the difference between the estimated cost of the

structure originally planned by said Authority at the ap-

proximate intersection of the said Worcester Diversion and
the Massachusetts Turnpike, so called, in the town of

Millbury and the cost of the structure now necessary at that

location in order to comply with the plans of the secretary

relative to the said Worcester Diversion.

Approved October 5, 1966.


