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of this act be unlimited, but he may be removed therefrom for cause 
after hearing in the manner provided by section forty-three of chapter 
thirty-one of the General Laws. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the city 
of Westfield. Approved February 4, 1964-

Chap. 26. AN ACT PROVIDING LIFE TENURE FOR THE CUSTODIANS OF 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE TOWN OF DRACUT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The tenure of Armand Beauregard, John Dickinson, Leo 
Frechette, Edmond Gamache, Roy Iiickey, Raymond Horman, Hector 
Leblanc, John Machado, Lionel Maille, George Makos, Thomas G. 
Ouellette, Albert Sims, Charles Stone, John Taylor, Raymond Turcotte, 
and Marcel Vermette, incumbents of the position of custodian, and of 
Nestor Paquette and Arthur Willett, incumbents of the position of head 
custodian, in the public schools of the town of Dracut shall, upon the 
effective date of this act, be unlimited. No such incumbent shall be 
removed or suspended from employment except for just cause and for 
reasons specifically given him in writing by the school committee. 

SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the voters 
of the town of Dracut at the annual town meeting in the year nineteen 
hundred and sixty-four in the form of the following question, wThich shall 
be placed upon the official ballot to be used for the election of town 
officers at said meeting:— "Shall an act passed by the General Court 
in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-four, entitled 'An Act providing 
life tenure for the custodians of the public schools of the town of Dracut', 
be accepted?" If a majority of the votes in answer to said question is 
in the affirmative, this act shall thereupon take full effect, but not 
otherwise. Approved February 4, 1964-

Chap. 27- AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ISSUE OF BONDS OR NOTES BY 
DISTRICTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter AA of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 16, as most recently amended by chapter 98 of the acts of 1956, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section:—Section 16. A 
city, town or district which has authorized a debt to be incurred within 
the limitations, as to amount and time of payment, prescribed by this 
chapter may issue therefor bonds or notes, or, in the case of a city, certifi
cates of indebtedness, all of which shall be properly denominated on the 
face thereof, signed by its treasurer, and, if issued by a city, counter
signed by its mayor, unless its charter otherwise provides, or, if issued 
by a town, by a majority of its selectmen, or, if issued by a district, by 
a majority of the prudential committee, if any, otherwise by a majority 
of the commissioners, and by any other officers, boards or commissioners 
of a city, town or district whose counter-signatures may be required by 
law, at such rate of interest as may be deemed proper; and such city, 
town or district may, except as provided in section eighteen, sell such 
bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness at not less than par, at public 
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or private sale, or may use the same in payment of such debts; provided, 
that if the amount of the annual payment and the period of the loan are 
not specified by the vote authorizing the debt to be incurred, the officers 
authorized to issue bonds or notes therefor may issue the same subject 
to the provisions and limitations of this chapter; provided, further, that 
unless it is otherwise specified in the vote authorizing the debt, such offi
cers may, subject to said limitations and provisions issue such bonds or 
notes at one time or from time to time and each such issue shall consti
tute a separate loan. Any bonds or notes issued under the authority of 
this chapter, if properly executed by the officers of a city, town or dis
trict in office on the date such securities are actually executed, shall be 
valid and binding according to their terms notwithstanding that before 
the delivery thereof and payment therefor any or all such officers shall 
have for any reason ceased to hold office. The auditor or similar officer 
in cities, the town accountant in towns having such an officer, the treas
urer hi all other towns, or the prudential committee, if any, otherwise the 
commissioners in a district, shall, not later than May first of each year, 
notify the board of assessors in writing of the amount of debt falling due 
during the current financial year, the sinking fund requirements, if any, 
and what provision has been made for meeting such requirements; and 
the board_ shall make such provision for meeting said debt and sinking 
fund requirements in the tax levy of that year as in its judgment may be 
necessary. Approved February 4, 1964-

Chap. 28. AN ACT AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO BORROW 
WITHIN THE DEBT LIMIT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF RIVERS, 
HARBORS AND STREAMS, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
RECONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC WHARVES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 7 of chapter 44 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after clause (16) the following clause: — 

(17) For improvements made under section twenty-nine of chapter 
ninety-one and for the construction or reconstruction of public wharves, 
ten years. Approved February 4, 1964. 

Chap. 29. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SELECTMEN-TOWN MANAGER 
PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF METHUEN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Board of Selectmen. — At the first town election following 
the acceptance of this act the registered voters of the town of Methuen 
shall elect five selectmen of whom two shall serve for terms of three 
years, two for terms of two years, and one for a term of one year. At 
each annual town election thereafter the voters shall elect in place of 
those selectmen whose terms are about to expire a like number of select
men to serve for terms of three years. When a vacancy occurs in the 
office of selectman, the remaining selectmen may at any time prior to 
the next town election appoint a qualified person to serve as selectman 
until such election, at which election the voters shall elect a selectman 
to serve for the unexpired portion, if any, of the original term. The 


