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ACT AUTHORIZING THE LA WHENCE POLICE

ASSOCIATION TO PAY C E R T A I N
THE D E A T H O F T H E I R W I V E S .

SUMS TO M E M B E R S

BELIEF
UPON

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The Lawrence Police Relief Association is hereby authorized to pay
to any active member of the police department of the city of Lawrence,
who is a member in good standing of said corporation, upon the death
of his wife, the sum of five hundred dollars. Any amount so paid shall
reduce the death benefit otherwise payable upon the death of any such
member.
Approved June 28, 1965.

Chap. 577.

AN

ACT

PROVIDING

FOR

NONPARTISAN

PRELIMINARY

ELECTIONS IN T H E TOWN OF WATERTOWN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECTION 1. Chapter two hundred and eighty-four of the acts of
nineteen hundred and sixty-five is hereby repealed.
SECTION 2. Any person who is qualified to vote in the town of Watertown may be a candidate for an elective town office therein and shall
be entitled to have his name as such candidate printed on the official
ballot to be used at a preliminary election; provided, that he files nomination papers provided by the town clerk containing no less than fifty
signatures certified as voters of the town.
SECTION 3. The preliminary election shall be held on the twentyeighth day preceding every regular or special town election.
SECTION 4. No primary or caucus for the nomination of town officers
shall be held. No ballot used at any preliminary, regular or special
election in said town shall have printed thereon any party or political
designation or mark, and there shall not be appended to the name of
any candidate any such political designation or mark.
SECTION 5. Nomination papers shall be filed with the town clerk
not later than five o'clock in the afternoon of the twenty-first day preceding the preliminary election. Every nomination paper shall be submitted to the registrars of voters for certification of the names thereon
on or before five o'clock in the afternoon of the seventh day preceding
the day on which it shall be filed with the clerk.
SECTION 6. The election officers shall, immediately upon the closing
of the polls at the preliminary election, count the ballots and ascertain
the number of votes cast in the several voting places for each candidate,
and forthwith make return thereof upon blanks to be furnished, as in
regular elections, to the town clerk who shall canvass said returns and
shall forthwith determine the result thereof.
SECTION 7. The two persons receiving at a preliminary election the
highest number of votes for nomination for an office shall be the sole
candidates for that office whose names may be printed on the official
ballot to be used at the regular or special election at which such office
is to be filled, and no acceptance of a nomination at a preliminary election
shall be necessary to its validity.
If two or more persons are to be elected to the same office at such
regular or special election the several persons in number equal to twice
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the number so to be elected receiving at such preliminary election the
highest number of votes for nomination for that office shall be the sole
candidates for that office whose names may be printed on the official
ballot.
If the preliminary election results in a tie vote among candidates for
the nomination receiving the lowest number of votes, which, but for
said tie vote, would entitle a person receiving the same to have his name
printed upon the official ballot for the election, all candidates participating in said tie vote shall have their names printed upon the official
ballot, although in consequence there be printed thereon names of candidates to a number exceeding twice the number to be elected.
SECTION 8. If at the expiration of the time for filing nomination
papers of candidates to be voted for at any preliminary election not more
than twice as many such papers have been filed with the town clerk for
an office as there are persons to be elected to such office, the candidates
whose nomination papers have thus been filed shall be deemed to have
been nominated to said office, and their names shall be voted on for such
office at the succeeding regular or special election, as the case may be,
and the town clerk shall not print said names upon the ballot to be used
at said preliminary election and no other nomination to said office shall
be made. If in consequence it shall appear that no names are to be
printed upon the official ballot to be used at any preliminary election
in the town, no preliminary election shall be held.
SECTION 9. Except as otherwise provided in this act, the laws of the
commonwealth governing town elections, special elections of town
officers and special elections in towns shall, so far as applicable, govern
such elections in the town of Watertown.
SECTION 10. Town meeting member nomination papers shall be filed
with the town clerk not later than five o'clock in the afternoon of the
twenty-eighth day preceding the town election. Every such nomination paper shall be submitted to the registrars of voters for certification
of the names thereon on or before five o'clock in the afternoon of the
seventh day preceding the day on which it must be filed with the town
clerk. Incumbent town meeting members may become candidates for
reelection by giving written notice to the town clerk not later than
fourteen days prior to the last day and hour for filing town meeting
nomination papers.
SECTION 11. This act shall be submitted to the voters of the town of
Watertown at the annual town meeting to be held in the year nineteen
hundred and sixty-six, in the form of the following question, which shall
be printed on the official ballot used for the election of town officers: —
"Shall an act passed by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred
and sixty-five, entitled 'An Act providing for nonpartisan preliminary
elections in the town of Watertown', be accepted?" If a majority of the
voters voting thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said question,
this act shall thereupon take full effect, but not otherwise.
SECTION 12. Section one shall take effect upon its passage and sections two to eleven, inclusive, shall take effect as provided in-: section
eleven.
Approved June 28, 1965.

