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Chap. 533. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A FOURTH ASSISTANT CLERK FOR 
THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE DORCHESTER DISTRICT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after the second paragraph the following paragraph: — 

A fourth assistant clerk with salary payable by the county may be 
appointed in the municipal court of the Dorchester district. 

Approved August 18, 1966. 

Chap. 534. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A SECOND ASSISTANT CLERK IN 
THE DISTRICT COURT OF BROCKTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The third sentence of the first paragraph of section 10 of chapter 218 
of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 813 of the acts of 1965, is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word "Newton", in line 7, the 
words: — , the district court of Brockton. Approved August 18,1966. 

Chap. 535. AN ACT ABOLISHING THE DIVISION OF THE BLIND IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND ESTABLISHING IN PLACE 
THEREOF A COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND, AND TRANSFER
RING TO SAID COMMISSION ALL POWERS, DUTIES AND FUNC
TIONS FORMERLY EXERCISED BY SAID DIVISION OF THE 
BLIND. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to provide forthwith for establishing of a commission 
for the blind in lieu of a division of the blind in the department of edu
cation, thereby removing the functions of caring for the blind from super
vision of the department of education, therefore it is hereby declared to 
be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 17, as most recently amended by section 1 of chap
ter 353 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: — 

Section 17. The armory commission, the art commission, the execu
tive office for administration and finance, the commissioner of veterans' 
services, the commissioners on uniform state laws, the public bequest 
commission, the state ballot law commission, the board of trustees of 
the Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, the board of trustees of the Sol
diers' Home in Holyoke, the milk regulation board, the alcoholic bever
ages control commission, the trustees of the state library, the state 
racing commission, the Greylock reservation commission, the metro
politan area planning council, the Port of Boston commission, the 
Massachusetts commission against discrimination, the state airport 
management board, weather amendment board, commission on aging, 
the boxers' fund board, finance advisory board, medical, dental and 
nursing scholarship board, retirement law commission, the Massachu-
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setts aeronautics commission, the obscene literature control commission, 
the mobile homes commission, the consumers' council, the municipal 
police training council, the Massachusetts rehabilitation commission, 
the service corps commission, the World War II memorial commission, 
the health and welfare commission, the commission on employment of 
the handicapped, and the Massachusetts commission for the blind shall 
serve under the governor, and shall be subject to such supervision as 
the governor deems necessary and proper. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 6 is hereby further amended by adding 
after section 128 under the caption MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION FOR 
THE BLIND, the following twenty-two sections: — 

Section 129. There shall be a commission for the blind, to be known 
as the Massachusetts commission for the blind, in this section and in 
sections one hundred and thirty to one hundred and fifty, inclusive, 
called the commission, consisting of a commissioner of the blind and an 
advisory board of five members as hereinafter described. The com
mission shall cooperate with the United States Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare or its successors in the administration of the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Act, as amended, and in the administration 
of Titles ten, eighteen and nineteen of the Social Security Act and 
amendments thereto relative to public assistance basic maintenance 
for the blind and public assistance medical care for the blind respectively, 
and with Library of Congress relative to the administration of the pro
gram of talking books for the blind and may expend such state, federal 
or other funds as are available for the aforementioned purposes. 

The commissioner for the blind shall be appointed by the governor 
for a term of five years and until his successor is duly appointed and 
qualified. He shall receive such salary, not to exceed fourteen thousand 
dollars, as the governor may determine, and shall devote his entire 
time to the duties of his office. 

The advisory board shall consist of five persons, qualified by training, 
experience, or demonstrated interest in the amelioration of the condition 
of the blind, to be appointed by the governor for a period of five years. 
Upon expiration of the term of any member, his successor shall be ap
pointed in like manner for a term of five years. Said members of the 
advisory board shall elect their chairman and shall meet at least once a 
month. They shall serve without compensation, but shall be reim
bursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their 
duties. If any member is absent from three regularly scheduled monthly 
meetings in any one calendar year, his office as a member of said board 
shall be deemed vacant. The chairman of the board shall forthwith 
notify the governor that such vacancy exists. 

Section ISO. The commissioner shall be the executive and adminis
trative head of the commission. The commissioner shall have charge 
of the administration and enforcement of all laws which it is the duty 
of the commission to administer and enforce. The commissioner may 
appoint and remove supervisors. The compensation of such super
visors shall be determined by the commissioner with the approval of 
the governor. The commissioner, subject to appropriation, may also 
appoint and remove such other agents, teachers and clerks as may be 
necessary but no person employed or appointed by him shall be a mem
ber of the advisory board. 

The commissioner may establish divisions and appoint directors as 
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he deems necessary and such assistants and consultants as may from 
time to time be necessary to enable him to perform his duties. The 
commissioner may ameliorate the condition of the blind by devising 
means to facilitate the circulation of books, by promoting visits among 
the aged or helpless blind in their homes, by aiding individual blind 
persons with money or other assistance, including the furnishing of 
medical care and hospitalization, or by other means as he may deem 
expedient; provided, that contributions by the commission for aid to 
any blind person shall be based on the needs of the recipient, with a 
minimum of forty dollars per month, less whatever resources he may 
have. In furnishing aid to each claimant for aid to the blind, the com
missioner shall disregard the first eighty-five dollars of earned income 
plus one half of earned income in excess of the said eighty-five dollars 
of each claimant. 

The commissioner of the blind shall include in the budget of each 
recipient of aid to the blind an item to be known as "incidental expenses 
arising from blindness", under which there shall be paid to each recipi
ent, in addition to any other sum paid to him, the sum of four dollars 
monthly. 

The commissioner may, if no other means are available, pay for the 
expense of the funeral and burial of such a blind person a sum not ex
ceeding two hundred dollars; provided, that the total expense of the 
funeral and burial does not exceed three hundred and fifty dollars. 
Payment under this section may be made directly to the person furnish
ing the services. 

Section 131. A treasurer of a savings bank, institution for savings, 
national bank, trust company, co-operative bank, benefit association, 
insurance company or safe deposit company who upon request in writ
ing signed by the commissioner, or his duly authorized agent, unreason
ably refuses to inform him of the amount deposited in the corporation 
or association to the credit of a person named in such request who is a 
recipient of aid under the preceding section or an applicant therefor, 
or who wilfully renders false information in reply to such request, shall 
forfeit fifty dollars to the use of the commonwealth. 

Section 132. There may be advanced annually to the commissioner 
from the state treasury, from the amount appropriated for the mainte
nance of the industries established by the commissioner, such sum, ap
proved by the governor, as may be necessary to be used as a working 
capital for said industries. Said sum when drawn from the treasury 
shall be deposited in a national bank or trust company to the credit of 
the commissioner, who shall give a bond in such sum and with sureties 
as the governor may approve. 

Section 133. The officer, board or other authority in charge of any 
building or property of the commonwealth, or any county, city or town 
thereof, shall grant to a blind person, duly licensed therefor by the com
mission for the blind, authority to operate in such building or on such 
property a stand for the vending of newspapers, periodicals, confections, 
tobacco products and such other articles as such officer, board or other 
authority approves, wherever a vending stand may be properly and 
satisfactorily operated by a blind person. 

Section 134. The state purchasing agent, such officers in charge of 
state institutions as may be authorized by him to make purchases and 
officers in charge of other public institutions shall purchase brooms, 
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mops and other supplies, other than products of prison labor, from the 
commission of the blind; provided, that the commission has the same 
for sale and that they were produced by persons under the supervision 
of the commission or in industrial schools or workshops under its super
vision. Said purchasing agent and officers shall, when employing per
sons for piano tuning, cane seating or mattress renovating, employ 
persons who are under the supervision of said commission or who work 
in any such industrial school or workshop. Any officer who wilfully 
refuses or neglects to comply with any requirement of this section rela
tive to the purchase of articles and employment of persons shall be pun
ished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. The term " public 
institutions", as used in this section, shall include all offices, depart
ments and institutions of the several counties, cities and towns. The 
commissioner may issue a release from the provisions of this section 
upon request of the purchasing officer of a county, city or town, when 
convenience or emergency requires it. 

Section 185. The commissioner of the blind shall maintain a register 
of the blind in the commonwealth which shall describe therein the condi
tion, cause of blindness and capacity for education and industrial train
ing. Said register shall be maintained on a current basis so as to give 
information which will aid in planning improved facilities and services 
to the blind and restoration and conservation of sight. Boards of wel
fare of each city or town shall furnish the director the names and 
addresses of all known blind persons residing within such city or town 
and said boards and the department of public welfare shall report to 
the commissioner whenever aid is granted by such boards or depart
ment to families in which there is a blind member and the commissioner 
shall report to said boards and department of any blind persons who, 
or whose families, are known to be receiving aid from the commission. 

Section 186. Whenever, upon examination at a clinic, hospital or 
other institution, or elsewhere, by a physician or optometrist, the visual 
acuity of any person is found to be with correction 20/200 or less in the 
better eye, or the peripheral field of his vision to have contracted to the 
ten degrees radius or less regardless of visual acuity, the superintendent 
of such institution, or the physician, optometrist or other person who 
conducted or was in charge of the examination if it took place elsewhere 
than in such an institution, shall within thirty days report to the com
missioner the result of the examination and that blindness of the person 
has been established. 

Section 187. The commissioner may require an applicant for assis
tance under any provision of section one hundred and thirty to submit to 
an examination by an accredited ophthalmologist, chosen by the appli
cant and to be paid by the commission. 

Section 188. The commissioner, upon written application stating the 
purpose and manner of raising funds, the time during which it is pro
posed to solicit, and the time and place of any proposed entertainment 
or game, may issue licenses to raise funds for the benefit of the blind. 
He may order a hearing on any such application, and may require such 
public notice thereof to be given as he deems expedient. If the commis
sioner has reasonable grounds for believing that a violation of law is in
tended, or that the granting of the license will not be for the public 
interest, he may refuse to issue the same. Every such license shall con
tain the name of the applicant, the purpose for which it is granted, and 
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the period, which shall not exceed one year, for which it is issued. Any 
person aggrieved by the refusal of the commissioner to issue such a li
cense may appeal to the advisory board of the commission, whose de
cision shall be final. 

Section 189. No person shall offer for sale tags, tickets, souvenirs, or 
other merchandise, or conduct an entertainment or game, or otherwise 
solicit funds, for the benefit of any blind person or group of blind per
sons, without a license under section one hundred and thirty-eight. 
Whoever receives such a license shall cause to appear upon every article 
sold thereunder, and shall post in a conspicuous place near the entrance 
of any building where an entertainment or game is to be held there
under, a statement that such sale, entertainment or game has been duly 
licensed by the commissioner, and shall comply with all rules and regu
lations made by said commissioner under authority of section one hun
dred and forty. 

Section lJfi. The commissioner may make rules and regulations rela
tive to the conduct of sales, entertainments, soliciting campaigns and 
other methods of raising funds for the benefit of blind persons, and may 
by such rules and regulations limit the amount of commissions and other 
compensation to be received by persons engaged in raising such funds. 
Such rules and regulations may provide penalties for the violation 
thereof not exceeding a fine of five hundred dollars for any particular 
offense. 

Section 14-1. Whoever violates any provision of section one hundred 
and thirty-nine shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred 
nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than 
three months nor more than one year, or both. A conviction of any 
such violation shall be reported forthwith by the court or magistrate to 
the commissioner, who may revoke the license of any licensed person 
so convicted. 

Section 1J+2. Sections one hundred and thirty-eight to one hundred 
and forty-one, inclusive, shall not apply to Perkins School for the Blind, 
or to any organization incorporated under the laws of the common
wealth prior to January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, and 
theretofore engaged in work for the blind; nor shall the provision of said 
sections restrict any blind person in the pursuit of a gainful occupation 
if he does not hold out his blindness as an inducement of patronage, 
or prohibit the featuring of blind artists at duly licensed places of amuse
ments, or at entertainments for the benefit of charitable, benevolent or 
religious organizations not subject to said sections. 

Section lJfi. The commissioner shall, with the approval of the gov
ernor, establish, equip and maintain schools for the industrial training 
of blind persons and workshops for their training and employment. He 
may pay suitable wages to the employees of such schools and workshops 
and may devise means for the sale and distribution of products of such 
schools and workshops. 

Section 14-4- The commissioner may provide or pay for temporary 
lodgings and temporary support for workmen or pupils received at any 
industrial school or workshop and may contribute to the support of 
pupils from the commonwealth receiving instruction in institutions out
side thereof. The commissioner, with the advice of thejadvisory board, 
may subsidize the earnings of blind employees in any such school or 
workshop. He may receive in schools established by the commission 
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pupils from other states upon the payment of such fees as it may de
termine. 

Section 145. (a) The commission shall continuously study the prob
lems relating to blindness and make investigations, demonstrations and 
reports thereon, and shall establish and maintain contact with such 
physicians and, other qualified persons or facilities available to render 
competent services to the blind; provided, that no facility shall be con
sidered as qualified unless it is established to provide services for the 
blind and unless such facility is operated under the supervision of 
physicians or other persons qualified to render services to the blind 
and is staffed with trained and qualified assistants. 

(6) The commission may establish and operate rehabilitation facili
ties and workshops for the blind, and make grants to public and con
tracts with private nonprofit organizations for such purposes. 

(c) The commission may supervise the operation of small business 
enterprises established to provide employment for blind persons. 

(d) The commission shall make an annual report. 
Section 146. There shall be in the commission, a bureau of medical 

care, a bureau of individual services, a bureau of rehabilitation, a bureau 
of industrial aid and workshops and a bureau of research. The commis
sioner shall organize such bureaus and may assign to them such func
tions as he deems advisable. 

Section 147. In carrying out the provisions of section one hundred 
and twenty-nine to one hundred and fifty, inclusive, the commission 
shall cooperate with the secretary of the Department of Health, Edu
cation and Welfare, and shall develop state plans including such methods 
of administration as are found by said secretary and the commission to 
be necessary for the proper and efficient operation of said sections, to 
assure that the benefits of all federal laws may be available to the com
monwealth and its citizens. 

Section 148. The commission is hereby authorized and empowered 
to accept and use gifts made unconditionally by will or otherwise for 
carrying out the provisions of sections one hundred and twenty-nine to 
one hundred and fifty, inclusive. Gifts made under such conditions as 
in the judgment of the commission are proper and consistent with said 
provisions may be so accepted and shall be held, invested, reinvested 
and the principal and interest may be used in accordance with the con
ditions of the gift and may be expended under the order or the approval 
of the commission without specific appropriation. 

Section 149. The commission shall have power to establish and to 
enforce reasonable rules and regulations governing the custody, use and 
preservation of the records, papers and files and communications of the 
commission concerning blind persons. No other department, bureau or 
agency of the commonwealth or of any political subdivision thereof, 
which, under any provision of law is furnished with the names of recipi
ents of aid to the blind, shall permit the publication of lists of such 
names or make use thereof for purposes not directly connected with the 
administration of aid to the blind. 

Section 150. If a blind person who is eligible to receive aid under sec
tion one hundred and thirty is also eligible to receive aid and assistance 
under chapter one hundred and fifteen or one hundred and eighteen A 
he shall be entitled to exercise from time to time such options and exe-
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cute such waivers as may be necessary to receive the aid or assistance 
he seeks. 

SECTION 3. Sections thirteen, thirteen A and fifteen of chapter fif
teen of the General Laws are hereby repealed, and the caption preceding 
said section thirteen is hereby stricken out. 

SECTION 4. Section 17A of chapter 66 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out, in lines 4 and 5, as appearing in chapter 525 
of the acts of 1948, the words "department of education" and inserting 
in place thereof the words: — commission for the blind, — by striking 
out, in lines 15 and 16 as so appearing, the words "the director of the 
division of the blind" and inserting in place thereof the words: — the 
commissioner for the blind, — and by striking out, in line 21 as so ap
pearing, the words "commissioner or director" and inserting in place 
thereof the word: — commissioners. 

SECTION 5. Sections twelve, thirteen, thirteen A, thirteen B, thir
teen C, thirteen D, fourteen, fifteen, seventeen, nineteen, nineteen A, 
nineteen B, twenty-three, twenty-three A, twenty-three B, twenty-four, 
twenty-four A, twenty-five, twenty-five A, twenty-five B, twenty-five C, 
twenty-five D, twenty-five E and twenty-six A of chapter sixty-nine of 
the General Laws are hereby repealed, and the caption preceding said 
section twelve is hereby stricken out. 

SECTION 6. Section twenty-two C of chapter seventy-four of the 
General Laws is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 7. Section 24 of chapter 101 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out, in line 9, as appearing in section 22 of chapter 
627 of the acts of 1954, the words " the director of the division" and in
serting in place thereof the word: —- commissioner. 

SECTION 8. Section 9 of chapter 118A of the General Laws as appear
ing in section 8 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 3, the word "sixty-nine" and inserting in place 
thereof the word: — six. 

SECTION 9. Section 10 of chapter 118D of the General Laws, as most 
recently amended by section 14 of chapter 432 of the acts of 1963, is 
hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3, the word "sixty-nine" 
and inserting in place thereof the word: —• six. 

SECTION 10. Section 11 of said chapter 118D, as appearing in sec
tion 2 of chapter 741 of the acts of 1951, is hereby amended by striking 
out, in line 4, the word "sixty-nine" and inserting in place thereof the 
word: —six. 

SECTION 11. The third sentence of section 139 of chapter 140 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 35 of the acts of 
1962, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the words "division 
of" and insertmg in place thereof the words: — Massachusetts com
mission for. 

SECTION 12. Section 147H of chapter 149 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in chapter 429 of the acts of 1937, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in lines 5 and 6, the words "division of the blind in the de
partment of education" and inserting in place thereof the words: — 
Massachusetts commission for the blind. 

SECTION 13. The last clause of section 15 of chapter 159 of the Gen
eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 726 of the acts of 1951, 
is hereby further amended by striking out the words "nineteen of chap-
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ter sixty-nine from the director of the division" and inserting in place 
thereof the words: — one hundred and thirty-five of chapter six from 
the commission. 

SECTION 14. Section 43 of chapter 271 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out, in lines 7 and 8, as appearing in section 3 of 
chapter 240 of the acts of 1945, the words "department of education 
made under authority of section twenty-six A of chapter sixty-nine" 
and inserting in place thereof the words: — commission for the blind 
made under authority of section one hundred and forty-nine of chapter 
six, — and by striking out, in line 17 as so appearing, the words "de
partment of education" and inserting in place thereof the words: — 
commission for the blind. 

SECTION 15. The employees of the division of the blind in the de
partment of education, who hold positions classified under chapter 
thirty-one of the General Laws or are veterans covered by section nine A 
of chapter thirty of the General Laws whose positions are not classified 
under said chapter thirty-one, are hereby transferred to the service of 
the Massachusetts commission for the blind without impairment of 
their civil service, retirement, seniority or other rights, and their term 
of office shall not be deemed to be interrupted within the meaning of 
said chapter thirty-one or said section nine A of chapter thirty; pro
vided, that no such employee shall be lowered in rank or compensation. 
The employees of said division who hold positions not classified under 
said chapter thirty-one, or are not subject to the provision of section 
nine A of said chapter thirty, are hereby transferred to the service of 
the Massachusetts commission for the blind without impairment of 
their tenure, retirement, seniority or other rights, notwithstanding any 
change in title or duties made as a result of such transfer; provided, 
that no such employee shall be lowered in rank or compensation, and 
the positions to which they are transferred shall not be subject to chap
ter thirty-one. 

SECTION 16. On the effective date of this act, federal, state or other 
funds available for use by the division of the blind in the department of 
education shall be transferred to and made available for expenditure by 
the Massachusetts commission for the blind, established by section one 
hundred and twenty-nine of chapter six of the General Laws, inserted 
by section two of this act. 

SECTION 17. The Massachusetts commission for the blind, as estab
lished under the provisions of this act, shall be the successor in function 
to the division of the blind in the department of education under any 
agreement entered into on behalf of the commonwealth prior to the 
effective date of this act. 

SECTION 18. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one hundred 
and twenty-nine of chapter six of the General Laws, inserted by section 
two of this act, each member of the advisory board appointed under 
section thirteen of chapter fifteen of the General Laws and serving on 
the effective date of this act shall serve as a member of the advisory 
board established under said section one hundred and twenty-nine until 
the expiration of the term for which he was appointed. 

Approved August 22, 1966. 


