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Chap. 713. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A HEARINGS 

OFFICER IN T H E DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO HEAR 

CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO CONVALESCENT OR N U R S 

ING HOMES, REST HOMES OR CHARITABLE HOMES FOR T H E 

AGED, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

inserting after section 6A the following section: — 
Section 6B. The commissioner shall appoint a hearings officer who 

shall be an attorney and who shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one. 
He shall hold hearings as provided in chapter one hundred and eleven. 

SECTION 2. Section 3 of chapter 111 of General Laws, as amended 
by chapter 152 of the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by strik
ing out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence: — Hearings of the department may be held by the commis
sioner, or his designee or the hearings officer if so authorized by the 
commissioner, or by the hearings officer as provided in section seventy-
one with respect to a refusal to renew or revocation of a license of a 
convalescent or nursing home, rest home or charitable home for the aged. 

SECTION 3. Section 71 of said chapter 111 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 614 
of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the following sen
tence: — The department shall issue for a term of two years, and may 
renew for a like term, a license, subject to revocation by it for cause, 
to any person whom it deems responsible and suitable to establish or 
maintain a hospital, sanatorium, infirmary maintained in a town, con
valescent or nursing home, rest home or charitable home for the aged 
which meets the requirements of the department established in accor
dance with its rules and regulations, provided, however, that each con
valescent or nursing home shall be inspected at least once in each year. 

SECTION 4. Said section 71 of said chapter 111 is hereby further 
amended by striking out the eleventh sentence, as so appearing, and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — Upon a written re
quest by an applicant who is aggrieved by the refusal to renew such a 
license, or by a holder who is aggrieved by the revocation of such a 
license, as the case may be, the commissioner and the council shall hold 
a public hearing after due notice and thereafter may modify, affirm or 
reverse the action of the department, provided, however, that the de
partment may not refuse to renew, or revoke, the license of a convales
cent or nursing home, rest home or charitable home for the aged, until 
after a hearing before a hearings officer, and any such applicant or per
son so aggrieved shall have all the rights provided in chapter thirty A' 
with respect to adjudicatory proceedings. 

SECTION 5. The first paragraph of section 72 of said chapter 111, as 
amended by section 2 of chapter 614 of the acts of 1966, is hereby fur
ther amended by striking out the fourth sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following three sentences: — Such rules and regulations for 
convalescent and nursing homes, infirmaries, rest homes and charitable 
homes for the aged shall include minimum requirements for medical and 
nursing care, the keeping of proper medical and nursing records, uni
form requirements for the handling of patient funds, and sanitation. 
The department, in promulgating such rules and regulations for con-
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valescent or nursing homes and rest home or charitable home for the 
aged, shall consider the ability of such homes to provide service under 
rates set by the board of rate setting under section thirty L of chapter 
seven. No such rule or regulation shall apply to a convalescent or 
nursing home, rest home or charitable home for the aged licensed at 
the time of promulgation of such rule or regulation, or to a convalescent 
or nursing home, rest home or charitable home for the aged being con
structed at the time of such promulgation under plans approved by the 
department, unless such rule or regulation has a direct and material 
relation to patient diet, cleanliness, nursing care or health of the pa
tient, provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be inter
preted to prevent the department from adopting or interpreting rules 
and regulations more favorable toward existing convalescent or nursing 
homes, rest homes or charitable homes for the aged. 

Approved September 9, 1966. 

Chap. 714. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE 
CITY OP SALEM TO USE CERTAIN PARK LAND IN SAID CITY 

FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The city of Salem is hereby authorized to transfer to 
the school committee of said city, for public school purposes, the care, 
custody, management and control of certain park land in said city, 
bounded and described as follows: — Beginning at a point near the 
northerly end of Ancient Way; thence running northerly about one 
hundred forty-three (143) feet by land now or formerly of Emmerton; 
thence northerly by land of the Salem Hospital about one thousand 
and twenty (1,020) feet; thence easterly by Bertran Field about three 
hundred forty-eight (348) feet; thence northerly by Bertran Field 
about seventy-eight (78) feet; thence easterly by Bertran Field about 
twenty (20) feet; thence southerly by other land of the City of Salem 
about nine hundred fifty (950) feet; thence southwesterly by land now 
or formerly of Dora Eaton about four hundred fifty (450) feet; thence 
northerly by the side line of Ancient Way about forty-eight (48) feet; 
thence westerly across the end of Ancient Way about forty (40) feet 
to the point of beginning, and containing about nine and one tenth 
(9.1) acres as shown on "Plan of Land in Salem, Mass." by Whitman 
& Howard, Inc., Engineers, dated April, 1966. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the 
city of Salem. Approved September 9, 1966. 

Chap. 715. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN TO CON
TRACT WITH THE MILLICENT LIBRARY IN SAID TOWN, TO 
SUPPORT SAID LIBRARY BY ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS OF 
PUBLIC FUNDS AND TO ACQUIRE THE PROPERTY AND ASSETS 
OF THE FAIRHAVEN WATER COMPANY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, the 
town of Fairhaven, the owner of the land and building thereon, on and 
in which is located the Millicent Library, may, by contract with the 


