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C h a p . 8 5 1 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E M E T R O P O L I T A N D I S T R I C T C O M 

M I S S I O N TO CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A BOAT HOUSE ON 
OR NEAR CASTLE ISLAND IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized and di
rected to construct, operate and maintain an appropriate boat house 
with such appurtenances and additional facilities as may be deemed 
suitable therefor, on or near Castle Island in the city of Boston. For 
said purposes the metropolitan district commission may expend such 
sums as may be appropriated therefor. Approved January 2, 1968. 

Chap. 852. AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPENSATION OF VICTIMS 
OF VIOLENT CRIMES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting 
after chapter 258 the following chapter: — 

CHAPTER 258A. 

COMPENSATION OF VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIMES. 

Section 1. The following words as used in this chapter shall have 
the following meanings, unless the context requires otherwise: 

"Crime", an act committed in the commonwealth which, if com
mitted by a mentally competent, criminally responsible adult, who had 
no legal exemption or defense, would constitute a crime; provided that 
such act involves the application of force or violence or the threat of 
force or violence by the offender upon the victim; and provided, fur
ther, that no act involving the operation of a motor vehicle which re
sults in injury to another shall constitute a crime for the purpose of this 
chapter unless such injury was intentionally inflicted through the use 
of a motor vehicle. 

"Dependent", mother, father, spouse, spouse's mother, spouse's 
father, child, grandchild, adopted child, illegitimate child, niece or 
nephew, who is wholly or partially dependent for support upon and 
living with the victim at the time of his injury or death due to a crime 
alleged in a claim pursuant to this chapter. 

"Family", the spouse, parent, grandparent, step-mother, step
father, child, grandchild, brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, 
adopted children of parent, or spouse's parents of the offender. 

"Offender", a person who commits a crime. 
"Victim", a person who suffers personal injury or death as a direct 

result of a crime. 
Section 2. The district courts of the commonwealth shall, pursuant 

to the provisions of this chapter, have jurisdiction to determine and 
award compensation to victims of crimes. 

Such claims shall be brought in a district court within the territorial 
jurisdiction in which the claimant lives. A judge who has heard a 
criminal case in which the crime alleged as the basis of such claim shall 
not sit in determination of such claim. A judge who has heard such a 
claim shall not sit in a criminal case arising from a crime alleged in 
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such claim. Failure to prosecute, or to prosecute successfully an 
offender in a criminal case, shall not in any way prejudice the claim of 
an eligible claimant unless such failure is due to the provocation of the 
offender by the victim. 

Section 3. Except as hereinafter provided, the following persons shall 
be eligible for compensation pursuant to this chapter: 

(a) a victim of a crime; 
(b) in the case of the death of the victim as a direct result of the 

crime, a dependent of the victim. 
An offender or an accomplice of an offender, a member of the family 

of the offender, a person living with the offender or a person maintain
ing sexual relations with the offender shall in no case be eligible to re
ceive compensation with respect to a crime committed by the offender. 

Section 4- A claim for compensation may be filed by a person eligible 
for compensation or if he is a minor or is incompetent by his parent or 
guardian. 

A claim shall be filed not later than one year after the occurrence of 
the crime upon which it is based, or not later than ninety days after the 
death of the victim whichever is earlier; provided, however, that upon 
good cause, the court may either before or after the expiration of said 
filing period extend the time for filing such claim. 

Each claim shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the district court 
in person or by mail, and shall be accompanied by an entry fee of five 
dollars. Said clerk shall immediately notify the attorney general of the 
claim. Such notification shall be in writing, with copies of such ma
terial as is included in the claim or in support thereof. The attorney 
general shall investigate such claim, prior to the opening of formal 
court proceedings. Said clerk of court shall notify the claimant and the 
attorney general of the date and time of any hearing on such claim. 

The attorney general shall present any information he may have in 
support of or in opposition to the claim. The claimant may present 
evidence and testimony on his own behalf or may retain counsel. The 
court may, as part of any order entered under this chapter, determine 
and allow reasonable attorney's fees, which shall not exceed fifteen per 
cent of the amount awarded as compensation under this chapter, which 
fee shall be paid out of, but not in addition to, the amount of compensa
tion, to the attorney representing the claimant. No attorney for the 
claimant shall ask for, contract for or receive any larger sum than the 
amount so allowed. 

The person filing a claim shall, prior to any hearing thereon, submit 
reports, if available, from all hospitals, physicians or surgeons who 
treated or examined the victim for the injury for which compensation 
is sought. If, in the opinion of the court, an examination of the injured 
victim and a report thereon, or a report on the cause of death of the 
victim, would be of material aid, the court may appoint a duly quali
fied impartial physician to make such examination and report. 

Section 5. No compensation shall be paid unless the claimant has 
incurred an out-of-pocket loss of at least one hundred dollars or has 
lost two continuous weeks of earnings or support. Out-of-pocket loss 
shall mean unreimbursed or unreimbursable expenses or indebtedness 
reasonably incurred for medical care or other services necessary as a 
result of the injury upon which such claim is based. One hundred dol
lars shall be deducted from any award granted under this chapter. 
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No compensation shall be paid unless the court finds that a crime was 
committed, that such crime directly resulted in personal physical in
jury to, or the death of, the victim, and that police records show that 
such crime was promptly reported to the proper authorities. In no 
case may compensation be paid if the police records show that such re
port was made more than forty-eight hours after the occurrence of such 
crime, unless the court finds said report to the police to have been de
layed for good cause. 

Any compensation paid under this chapter shall be in an amount not 
exceeding out-of-pocket loss, together with loss of earnings or support 
resulting from such injury. 

Any compensation for loss of earnings or support shall be in an amount 
equal to the actual loss sustained; provided, however, that no award 
under this chapter shall exceed ten thousand dollars. If two or more 
persons are entitled to compensation as a result of a death of a person 
which is the direct result of a crime, the compensation shall be appor
tioned by the court among the claimants in proportion to their loss. 

Section 6. For the purpose of determining the amount of compen
sation payable pursuant to this chapter, the chief justice of the district 
court and the chief justice of the municipal court of the city of Boston 
shall, insofar as practicable, formulate standards for the uniform ap
plication of this chapter. The court shall take into consideration the 
provisions of this chapter, the rates and amounts of compensation pay
able for injuries and death under other laws of the commonwealth and of 
the United States, excluding pain and suffering, and the availability of 
funds appropriated for the purpose of this chapter. All decisions of the 
court on claims heard under this chapter shall be in writing, se.tting 
forth the name of the claimant, the amount of compensation and the 
reasons for the decision. The clerk of the court shall immediately notify 
the claimant in writing of the decision and shall forward to the state 
treasurer a certified copy of the decision. The state treasurer without 
further authorization shall, subject to appropriation, pay the claimant 
the amount determined by the court. 

Any compensation paid pursuant to this chapter shall be reduced by 
the amount of any payments received or to be received as a result of 
the injury (a) from or on behalf of the offender, (6) under insurance pro
grams, or (c) from public funds. 

In determining the amount of compensation payable, the court shall 
determine whether because of his conduct the victim contributed to the 
infliction of his injury; and the court shall reduce the amount of the 
compensation or deny the claim altogether, in accordance with such 
determination; provided, however, that the court may disregard the 
responsibility of the victim for his own injury where such responsibility 
was attributable to efforts by the victim to aid a victim, or to prevent a 
crime or an attempted crime from occurring in his presence or to ap
prehend a person who had committed a crime in his presence or had in 
fact committed a felony. 

Section 7. Acceptance of any compensation under this chapter shall 
subrogate the commonwealth, to the extent of such compensation paid, 
to any right or right of action accruing to the claimant or to the victim 
to recover payments on account of losses resulting from the crime with 
respect to which the compensation has been paid. The attorney general 
may enforce the subrogation, and he shall bring suit to recover from any 
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person to whom compensation is paid, to the extent of the compensation 
actually paid under this chapter, any amount received by the claimant 
from any source exceeding the actual loss to the victim. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 108 of chapter 231 of the 
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out|!the first sentence^and 
inserting in place^thereof the following sentence: — There shall be an 
appellate division of each district court for the rehearing of matters of 
law arising in civil cases therein and in claims for compensation of victims 
of violent crimes. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after section 43C the following section: —: 

Section 4SD. The chief justice of the district courts shall make uni
form rules applicable to all the district courts except the municipal court 
of the city of Boston, and the chief justice of the municipal court of the 
city of Boston shall make rules applicable to that court, providing for 
a simple, informal and inexpensive procedure for the determination of 
claims for compensation of victims of violent crimes, as provided under 
chapter two hundred and fifty-eight A. 

SECTION 4. Section three of this act shall take effect conformably 
with law, and sections one and two shall take effect on July first, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight, and shall apply only to victims of 
crimes committed on or after said date. 

Approved January 2, 1968. 

Chap. 853. AN ACT REQUIRING THE INSTALLATION OF CERTAIN SAFETY 
WINDOWS AND DOORS IN RAILROAD PASSENGER CARS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. No railroad corporation shall operate a passenger car 
unless it is equipped with at least two windows on each side of said car 
designed to allow quick and easy egress in case of an emergency and with 
access doors which shall open outward from the passenger area of the 
car. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on January first, nineteen hun
dred and seventy-two. Approved January 2, 1968. 

Chap. 854. AN ACT ERECTING AND CONSTITUTING A REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT CONSISTING OF THE TOWNS OF GROTON AND 
DUNSTABLE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The towns of Groton and Dunstable are hereby erected 
and constituted a regional school district pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter seventy-one of the General Laws and the agreement signed by 
the members of the regional school district planning board and dated 
August sixteenth, nineteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of October tenth, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-seven. Approved January 2, 1968. 


