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SECTION 1. Chapter 541 of the acts of 1947 is hereby amended 
by striking out section 3, as amended by section 1 of chapter 954 
of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: — 

Section 3. Within the limits established by this act the town of 
Norwood shall determine by by-laws the number of districts into 
which the town shall be divided and the percentage of the regis
tered voters which shall constitute the representative town 
meeting. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 541 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 7, as amended by section 1 of chapter 461 of 
the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the following sec
tion:— 

Section 7. Each of the existing town meeting districts shall be 
represented in the representative^ town meeting by elected rep
resentatives, the number of which shall bear the same propor
tion to the total elected membership as the number of inhabi
tants in the district bears to the total number of inhabitants in 
the town as nearly may be. The representative town meeting 
membership shall, in each district, consist of the largest number 
divisible by three which will admit of a representation thereof 
in the approximate proportion which the number of inhabitants 
therein bears to the total number of inhabitants in the town and 
which will cause the total elected membership to be not more 
than three hundred. Approved June 3,1975. 

Chap. 287. A N ACT RELATIVE TO THE PAYMENT BY THE FALL 
RIVER POLICE RELIEF ASSOCIATION OF SUMS OF 
MONEY TO RETIRED MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIA
TION AND AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CER
TAIN DEATH BENEFITS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 194 of the acts of 1959 is hereby amended 

by striking out, in line 5, the words "five hundred" and inserting 
in place thereof the words: — one thousand,— and by striking 
out, in line 7, the word "wife" and inserting in place thereof the 
words: — or her spouse. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of January first, nine
teen hundred and seventy-five. Approved June 3,1975. 

Chap. 2 8 8 . A N A C T R E Q U I R I N G T H A T I N I T I A T I V E A N D R E F 

E R E N D U M PETITIONS SHALL STATE THE LAST DAY 
AND HOUR FOR FILING WITH THE REGISTRARS AND 
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
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Section 22A of chapter 53 of the General Laws, as most 
recently amended by chapter 596 of the acts of 1948, is hereby 
further amended by adding the following sentence: — Each ini
tiative and referendum petition shall state the last day and hour 
for filing such petitions with the registrars and with the secre
tary of state. Approved June 3,1975. 

Chap. 289. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF 
ROBERT T. WITTS AS A CORRECTIONAL OFFICER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Notwithstanding any law or rule to the contrary regulating the 

maximum age of correction officers, Robert T. Witts may be ap
pointed a correctional officer at Massachusetts Correctional 
Institution, Concord, provided he meets all other requirements 
for certification and appointment to such position. 

Approved June 3,1975. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON, June 3,1975 
The Honorable PAUL GUZZI, Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

State House, Boston, Massachusetts. 
DEAR MR. SECRETARY: — I, Michael S. Dukakis, pursuant to the 

provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitu
tion, the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare 
in my opinion the immediate preservation of the public conve
nience requires that the law being Chapter 289 of the Acts of 
1975, entitled, A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF 
ROBERT T. WITTS AS A CORRECTIONAL OFFICER, a n d t h e 
enactment of which received my approval on June 3, 1975 
should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency 
law and the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

In order to permit the immediate appointment of Robert T. 
Witts as a correctional officer at the Massachusetts Correc
tional Institution. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, June 4,1975. 
I, Paul Guzzi, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 

that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His 
Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu
setts at four o'clock and one minute, P. M., on the above date, 
and in accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments 


